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FOR 


- ' MOURN ERS: | 
| [The advice & Chriſt ol 


| ( a diſtreſſed Mother, bewailing ; 


- the death of her dear and only 1 
Son. j 


WHEREIN 


1 The Boundaries of Sorrow are duly fxed, | 
/- Exceſlesreſtrained, the Common Pleas 
L .. anſwered, and divers Rules for the. up- * 
port of Gods afflicted ones preſcribe 


#7 
WS . 
*Y 


By JF. £. Preacher of the Golpal | 
ot Chriſt at Dartmouth im Devor.. E. 


0 PIERS 


| 8; "00:3 We Mig I40s Sno pioxeiveds. | 


EE | Wranf ryere patres, fi mul hinc tranſi bins omres. 
Þ» celo patriam, qui bene tranſit babet. 


' 


} 


y_ 


| 't ONDON, Printed for Robert Boulter, ar, 
|. / / Wes nmol in Carnhil, over a6 the. 


2 4 on 


FW - Fe a ENIING FH £8 FI "22D G My ; £0 , 
[I La, * - PO JY Yu : [+> 37 a 6” hn & 5-0 a F (eons: , 'Y Hs 
: , 4 , - \ 
” _— 
- 
$ Led 
2 a5 ' 
> 
Page 
 . * 0 
W's 
I, { 'Þ C) + +: 
2 » ZNISS CELTS: ” 
4 
- 
_ - 
e V 
oe 


"Iu 
E piſtle Dedicatory. 24 


To hisdearly beloved Brok | 
- therand Siſter, Mr. FC, * 
and Mrs. E.C. the Au- | 
thor wiſheth Grace; Mer: : 
cy and Peace. om 


Dear fien ts 


HE double tze of Nature 'and | 

| Grace, beſide the many en= 

' dearing paſſages that ' for. ſo © 

 - muny jyears have linked- and  glewed + 
4 our affettions. fo intimately, cannot .; 
but beget a tender ſympathy in. me with 

Jon under all your troubles; and makg | 


| ne fg of eve pits which befulle" 4 
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"The E viſtle Dedicatory. 


our affetions, as with the 
&* cal inſtruments exadly ſet at the 
\ - fame height, if one be touched the 
other ereibles , thougb'it be at ſome 
diſtance. 

Orr afteftions are one, and ſoina 
great meaſure have been our afflictions 
alſo. You cannot forget that in the 
gears lately -paſt, the Almighty viſited 
my Tabernacle with the Rod, and in 
one year, cut ' off from it the root, 
axd the branch, .the tender Mather, 
and the only Son. What the effets 
, of thoſe Goices, or rather of my own 
nm mortified paſſions were, I have 
felt , and you and others have heard. 
Srely 1 was as a Bullock unaccuſto- 


he” to the Yoak. Tea, [ may ſay 


- with them, Lam. 3. 19, 20. Re- 
membring mine affliftion and my 
miſery , the wormwood and the 
gall, my ſoul hath them ſtill in re- 
' membrance » and is humbled in 


'me. 


ud it is with 
ſtrings of 


1.5 Wye: 7z0t ſy that. ever TRE 


. war's CE Ren 


_ Co ON ot as a » G 


we. 


The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 


heart diſcontentedly riſing and ſwel. 2 
ling againſt _ God ; no, 1 conld ſtall * 
Juſtifie him , when 7 mot ſenſibly 
ſmarted by his hand: if he had plun- 
cd me inta a Sea of Sorrow, yet I 
could ſay in all that Sea of Sorrow, 
there is not a drop of Injuſtice : But. 
it was the over-heating, and over= 
aFing of . my fond ani unmortified 
affetFions and paſſions that made. je 
ſad impreſſions upon my body , and 


caſt me nnder thoſe diftempers which 


ſoon imbittered all-my remaining. com--. 4 


forts to me. 
It was my carneſt deſire ſo ſoon & 4 
T had ſtrength an opportunity or 


great a Journey , to viſit you; tha ; for | 


if the Lord had pleaſed ) I might 
both refreſh, and be refreſhed by you, 
after all amy ſad. and di ſconſolats | 
dayes.. And you cannot imagine 
what” content and ' pleafure I projeFed 
in that viſtt ! but it proved tuus (4 


'. all other Comforts of the: ſame kind 


ordinarily do ) more in expeCation, 


than in felt; 3 for. how ſoon after |} 
A.3 | ONE ©. 


: The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


=—_— joyfull meeting and embraces, did 


the Lord overcaſt aud darken our 
day, by ſending death into your 


 - Tabernacle, to take away the de- 


fire of your eyes. with. a ftroke /! 
to crop off that ſieet and only bid 
from which we promgſed our ſelves ſo 
zmch comfort : But no more of that, 
1 fear I am gone too far already. tt 
is not my deſign to exaſperate your 
troubles, but, to heal them, and for 


that purpoſe have I ſent you theſe Pa- | | 


ers, which I hope may be of uſe both 
- fo you and many other in your con- 
dition 5 ſince they are the after-fruits 
of ry own troubles 3 things that 1 
commended not to you from another 
hand , but which I have ( in ſome 
* meaſure ) proved and taſted in my 
own tryals. RH | 
But I will not hold you longer here. 
TI have only a few things to deſrre for 
and a nos par Thave done. HY 

The things I defere are,” 

Firſt, That you will ot be too haſty 


to get. off the yoak, which God. _ | | 
4 |  Þi | 


4 _— 


( 


: .valediGton. . Aud what  jou.. ext, 
tained with car, you wall diſay {s - 
ON. _— 


of you- deſired it ſhould be delivered 
thence, till God; \appointed_ time. was 
Fully » coxze 5- and now that you. travail 


\again with ſorrow for its death... O” 
deſire. not. to be delivered from your- 
ſorrows one. moment before Gods. time 
for your deliverance be fully .coxre. alſo. 
Let patience have its perfe# work, 
that" Comfort which comes. in Gods: © 


way. and ſeaſon, mill ſtick by Jon, 


3 


.and.do'ya good indeed, 
Secondly , . [+ 


that upon your hearts which God 


fort, them, for... dowlt yet lat ; gow 
will g1VE them 4 | fair teftiomony We: * 


% 


they go off. 


If they obtain Gods bleſſmng upon - | 


will have, gour, bleſſing toa:+ ut their 


The Epifie Dacteerens 
put upon your neck, | Remember mhex 
your child was- in the Womb, neither © 


| Es are," that though. 
meeting , yet you and they: may: have © 
A Comfortable parting. If they effect | 


\ "I 


CO CIC IO" I JO 
- 


"with praiſe. How ſiveet ivit to hear 
the affliFed ſoul ſay when God is looſe- 


- 


ing bis bands, It's good for me that I 
Have beenafticed ! "Sie 

- Thirdly, [ heartily wiſh, that theſe 
ſearching affliGions may make the mo 
ſatisfying diſcoveries, that you may now 
ſee' more of the evil of fin, the vanity © 
of "the Creature, and the fulneſs of 

Chriif, than ever you yet ſaw. Af- 
fliFions are ſearchers, and put the 
Soul wpon ſearching aud trying its 


. ways, Lam. 3. 40. When our ſir r 


find$us out by afflrFron,  bappy - are we, 
;f by the light of affiiFion we find 
aut ſin. Bleſſed is the man whomGod cha- 
fteneth, and teacheth out his Law, Plal. 
94. 12. There are unſeen cauſes many 
times of outr troubles; you have an advan- 


E tage now to' fift out the ſeeds and princt- 


ples from which they ſpring. 
Fourthly, [ wiſh that all the love. 


"and delight you beſtowed wpon your 
Ttatle one, may ' now be placed _to 
| our. greater advantage upon” Jefits 


Chriſt - | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatofy.. 
Chriff and that the ſiream of your 
affeFion to him , may be ſo muchthe. | 
ſtronger, as there are now fuer cha- 
zeels for it to be divided into. If © 
1 God will not have. any part of . your ©. 
happineſs to lye in children 5 then let it: 
wholly lye in himſelf. If the Tea lonjee - 

of the Lord hath removed that which 

drew away too much of your heart 
| = from him, and hath ſpoken by this. 

rod, ſaying , Stand afide child, thow-: 
art m my way, and filleſt more: . 
room in thy Parents hearts than be- ; 

longs to thee. O then deliver up all. 
tohim, and ſay, Lord, take. the whole © 
heart intirely and undividedly to thy - 
ſelf. Henceforth let there be no par- - 
ting, ſharing or dividing of the af= 
fedtions bettrixt God and. the Creature; , 

let all the ſtreams meet and ' center in 

thee only. ED! 
Fifthly, That you” may be*ſtreugth- 
'' med with all might in the inner man” + 
to all patience , that th2: peace of Got | 
may keepyour heart a-d mind. La-. ! 
bour tg- bring your. hearts to a-meek"; 
As5 LE 
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= * TheFEpiltieDedicatory. 
T- {non to the rod of your Father. 
'We had Fathers of the fleſh who- 
corrected us.,. and we gave them 
reverence , ſhall we not much more 
be in ſubjeftion to the Father of 
ſpirits and: live > Is mt: comely for | 
childrento conteſt and ſtrive with their 
' Father ! Or is it the wayto be freed from- 
the yoak from ſtrugling under it.! O that 
' gour hearts might: bein alike frame with. 
his, that ſaid; Lord, thou ſhalt beat, and- 
T will bear: It: was a god obſervation 
that: one made, Anima ſedendo, & | 
quieſcendo fit ſapiens. The Soul grows 
"wiſe by. ſating ſtill and quiet under rod. 
 Andthe Apoſtle calls Hoſt excellent fruits. 
| which the Saints gather from their ſanitHi- 
| fred affliFions, The peaceable fruits of | 
Righteouſneſs, Heb. 12.11. _ | 
_ Laftly, My. hearts defire and prayer 
to God for you. is, that you may die 
= daily to all: vifeble enjoyments, and. by | 
| theſe frequent: converſes with death in f 
| your family ,, you-may be prepared for | 
| gour own change..aud. diſſolution when it 


| 0, 


all come. 


_ dows, and ſummoned the delight of Jour - 


| Relations, that. were asguryomn'. ſouls, - 


' #2ore of our beloved Relations it Tempues. 


hub T be ſeech youfor Rell idar. fake 2 I 
W ng 


* $5 Ge — 
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-O0. Friends, Haw: HAHA ST AVEL BA Non 
and Fi, ſeen opezed foraur FRY K , '& 
Hom oft hath death come up into your Win- 


eyes? It is but « little while and we:ſhall © 
go to thew, we and. they are  diſtingu / ed - 
but by ſhort mntervaly, SY 
Tranfivere patres, ſimnl bine tranſe. 
1Þ1musomnes. 
Our dear Parents are gone, our lovely - 
and defrrable children are gone, our boſom : 


are gone- Had. ao-gotalt; theſe warning-- 


knocks at.onr dqors acquaint ##, that we - 

2ſt prepare-to follow ſhortly after them!” 
O that by theſe things our own- death. 

might be both. more eaſie and familiar * 


to #8 { the. oftep:er 7 2; the-better - 
we ſhould h : 


e arqnerrE with rt.. aud. the : > 


before us; the leſs of either ſnare aud in-- 
tang lement remains for us : when our bin - 
COMeg. | 


My-dear Friends oy” fle b 6” ard; hu : 


Jr 20s Je ae, and for my ſake... 


LG 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. . 
Comfart is in great part bound wp in your 
proſperity and welfare, "that you read 
frequently, ponder ſeriouſly, and apply be- 
lievingly theſe Scripture-conſolations and 
diretions, which' in ſome haſt, 1 have 
gathered for your #ſe, and the God of all”. 
conſolation be with you. 


/ 


Rs 0 SMES ITY 
200-4. - Your moſtendeared- 
| «#4 4 #. ; "hp 
WI8-$3455 Brother” 
. Ma | ; . : | 65 pct 


_ 
' . 
4 b_ 


” I—I-— WS ny oO» er 


4 5 

"i T # % 2 k 3 ok 
- / — s : 6 "ot | 4 : . X » 
Tet. 4m, II1R3 YE IG 5% AJ '$ 
1435%Z3}K24. WO % $ID 1 44 4# » - ,. v k : 
- . 0 = - 
A . . pe £0 z 
, \ 1 "I . ",. £ | - *%Y 
&2 , ? 6 or l \S ah. I A ; *. L , > 2 % A, 1! - » t- 
- \x£ * p 0 I _— % hs 
Þ % = + % ww FS * _ | s | | *> 
F - - - * . 
- 4 > > . A 
3 . ->.A "T . . ! E , : 
Y ” & Y Pe 
: - A. + i . * . 4 , 
. 4 ® P Fe = Th 
- F - 
0 : 


Y bt 


3 


"+> .S $*; YJ=ISS + * —-. v . 
-- %.# » 
IF -.» *\ 7% TT, 4.7 7 7 
© - o , EO * P k ; y : 
4 4px *£\TfA © 1 4 " 4 ; ? FN * EP \ 3 La 2 \\Sd\I 
w " \ 4 4 E - . w _ % 4 = s 4 | # - $5 " 6 . * os - ' 
"REIT Gn A——qmenn — ) 
oo — Tod. ed ada wm tk -laeS:- :-- 4 #. 414 $5.3) 
-  * a. a 
. . , ; _ F - . 


And _— = Lord Pike her, he ag 
Compaſſion 012 her, and ſaid-to bers 
We MM 10t, | 


. —— .- 


Obe above the ſtroke 0 
* paſſions, is a copdition E* 
- to-Angels: to being _ 
| tate of Sorrow, without: | 1 
z_ . theſen(e grow So Wh 
nn beneath Beafts3, but, duly to regis 
e our *forrows, and bound*our- paſhotis _ : 

| Under the. rod; is the Wifdome;' duty; © : 
and excellency of a r Ghriſftran. He that 4 
| ts withournatural affections, is deſerved - 
ly ranked among the wort of Heathens 3 - 

|, and he.that, is able. rightly to = 
' them; deſerves to be mumbred- with me 
f Baſt *Y KS wa Though when” we 
| ak SanBified, we put on the Divine Net 
yet till we gy Glorified we'pu t mY 4 

of de infirmicies of our PRA A Va are, * 


th Text ns 


troubles, we cannot be without . the dan- 
* ger,” nor ought: not be without the tear 
of 1in'3 and- it is as hard for us to el- 


in proſperity. 

How apt we are to tranſgreſs th& 
bounds both of Reaſon and Rei igion ug- 
der a ſharp aMition ,* appears,"'as ih moR 
mens-experience, 1o in this Womans'ex- 
ample, to whoſe exceſſive Sorrow, Chriſt 
» s a ſtop.in the Text : He ſaw her, ou 

ep: 


.Gampaſſrar: - 0n ther, 1433 Jad to... her 
Bt, ? 


+ this diſtreſſed mother, .moved the'tender 
F wa hea ofthe Lord: in are 
|  anditirred/up E PILY IN rt- 4or 
| nn £940-F incoul be" "her fete go hat 
Mn orgs 


-..In ge oY «We areto anal bo 


he woes Gor 7073 0 "5g 


avg SS 


Whilſt we 2re within the reach of 


cape ſin, being in adverſity, as becalming 


. .The Lamentatigns and hi of G 


the. Gonditzon. of the woman. and "the: 
"i of. Chriſt with _ Unto. 


—_—o. 
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Dea. TOtE this Son'1n_the' Any d- 


The text opened... 
How ca an hour it was with ver when . 
Ehrift met her-,. appears , by - What..1s' {- 
diſtinRly remark'c by.. the Evangeliſt, 
1h. ver. 12, Wwhereit 1s ſaid, Vow when 
they came nigh to the Gate of .the City, be 
hold, there was a dead man carried out, the. 
enly Son of h1s.. Mother, and the was -@: 
Widdow and much” people of the Grty was. 
with her. | 

In this one Verlſe, divers heart piercin 
i I of ons WNHOn, are note 

irſt, It was the. deat "0 

of a Son. Tobury a child, qo | 
any child, muſt needs rend” roy pprake \, 
the heart. of a; tender Pa- #74 Comic... 
rent 3 for what are children but che pa-- 
rent. multiplied : a child is a part of «the 
parent made: UP ig another sKin. But to, 

ay a. Son in the grave, .A Son which cons, 
tinues thegame, and ſupports the; family 
A was ever. accounted 2 very great a 
Eton. . 

Secondly , this Son ' was not carl. 
from. the Gradle to oo Gifin, nor ſtripe 
at of its STE +10 be- wrapt 41a -UE- 
et 4+ cloth : Had he died ininfanc 

oy Ehad engaged affet10n, or rauled: © . 
I ation, the affliction . had .not+ beer. + 
io. pungent. aud curtin Ing3 2s .n0W it. 1 
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| The text openeil. - 
pritne of his time. He was 4 147 (faith 


the Evangeliſt ) wer. 12. 4 young man, 


arrived 


 (asChrifſt calls him ) wer: 14. he was now 


* 2t that age which 


* In adol-ſcentis made him capable of yield- 
defunur fit » ing his Mother all” chat 
geo pins aver comfort which had beef 


dum 'fuerat quia 


in flore eratis the expectation and hope 
ſue fuit, ( cum of many Fort and the re- 


ſtrand? labore ac- yard an 


"fruit of many 


ſoueltwamne P4-- res and Labours :. Yet 


rentum ad iftam 


etatem perdugt- then when the'endearments 
m were greateſt,and her hopes 


| Dion, Cath. in hjpheſt, even 1n the flow- 


aa} _  erof hisage; he is cut off. 
Thus B2/iTbewayled the death of his Son- 


© © Fillius. mihi erat 
© ad6leſcens, ſolus vi- 
txA4ucceſlor,ſolarium 
«£ ſenee#; gloria gene- 
ris, flos-xqualium , 
« fulcrum domus, #ta- 
; tem grariofiſſumar 
-agebar * hic raptus 


J 


"cem*edebat , Ge ju- 


: = 
- - 


* cundiflimum' ſpeCta- 


-*-culum parentis ocu- 


_, Periit, qui paulo! 
; ante. jucundam vo- 


I once had: a Son 
who was a young 
man, my only ſuc- 
cefſor, the ſolace of 
”y age, the glory. of 
his. ;2Þ7 the prop 

of my family, arrt- 
wed to the enarar- 
ing age : then was 
he ſaatcht from:me 
by death” , - whoſe 
lovely voice” but” & 
little before T heard, 
who lately © was 4 | 
Parent. Reader, 


. were bound up. For, 


of them to ſpare. If they Nibi?. charins "a © 3 


tolerable than of all 7» one. 


| Sa han \ and - wolow thy ſelf in” 


Waoghes 73 

Reader,if this have been thine own'con- 
dition, as it hath been his that-writes-1t3 
I need ſay no more to convince thee, chat 
10 wasa Curowlel State indeed Chriſt met 
this: tender Mather in. 

''Thirdly, And which is 
yet more, - he-was not only - Mortem Tewms 
a Son but an only Son: {© iniews ſr y 
you find in ver. 12. He was je qui parey- 
the only Hor: of his Mother : tis dolorem lent- 
One-in whom? all her hopes rh, Juperfſet 
and Comforts of that kind * 


Omni in Aſcanio frat . yiggil, 3 
chari cura 'Parentis. Allher 4 
affeftions were contracted _ into. this one | 
obje.- If we have never ſo many .chil- 
dren, we know not which 


ſtand like Olive plants a- 7 We : fic db-. 
bout our Table, it would ;;, gg 
grieve us to fee the leaſt exiftic., 

rwigg amongſt them bro- _ Carth. inloc..” 
ken down. But ſurely the 

death of ozze out of many, is much: more: " 


Hence- its noted in Scripture as' te" 4 
greateſt of earthly Sorrows, | Jer.”'6, 26. 
O daughter of ” my' people gird thee ' wi 


6 The Text opentd. 

Make thee mourning as for an. onely Sons 
Moft bitter Lamentation. Yea, ſo deep;. 
and penetrating is this grief that the holy 
Ghoſt. borrows it to expreſs. the deepeſt 
ſpiritual troubles by...it. . Zech.. 12. 10. 
T hey ſhall mourn for him, ( namely. Chriſt | 
whom-they pierced) as-0ze. mourneth - for 
4&2 only Son, ... 
2 Fourthly,. And yet: .to- 
Re mnvg | ighann the. affliction, .it 
i Jim" Fr 3s 1uper-added , verſe 12. 
unigenitus tum And ſhe was aWidaow. | So 
qd efſer ſola- that the ſtaff of the age, 
_, yng on whom ſhe leaned was 
Cnty ipſtas. ** broken, -- ſhe had. no 
Piſe. in Ice. * Bone left to-comfort: or al- 
| fiſt herin. herhelpleſs com- 
| fortleſs: Srate- of Widdowhood3- which - 
1s a condition .not only void-of comfort , | 

.but expoſed to oppreſhon and contempt: 
-. Yea and being a Widdow, the whole 
burden lay upon heralone 2? ſhe had not 
an HusbanJ to. comfort her, as- Elkana 
did Hannah in-1, Sam. 1.8. Why weepeſt 
thou and why 1s thy heart grerved ? am 
ot I more to thee than ten Sons ? This 
would have been a great. relief z. but her - 
Husþband was dead-as ' well as her. Son : 
- \ both gone, .and ſhe only. ſurviving, tola- 
went the loſs of thoſe comforts that (nee | 
1e- 


The text opened,  . F 
ſhe had: © Her calamitiescamenot ſingle, 
but- one after another, and this reyiving 
and - aggravating. the former. This was 
= caſe and condition when the Lord met 
er. > ne | 
Secondly, let us conſider the Counſel, 
which Chriſt gives her, with reſpeCt to 
this her ſad and ſorrowful caſe. And when 
the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion on her, 
and ſaid unto her, Weep nat. Relieving and 
> pporting words wherein we ſhall cos- 
er. | 


The<zMotive. 


Counſel it ſelf. 


Firſt, The occaſron of it, and. that was- © 
his ſeeing of her. This meeting at. the - * 
Gate of the 'City , how accidental and -- 
occaſional ſoever '1t ſeems , yet withour < 
doubt it wasprovidentially ſuited to the - 
work intended to be wrought: 'Fhe eye - 
of his Omniſcience foreſaw her , and this . 
meeting was by him deſzgned, as an OC- - | 
cation of that famous Miracle which he -. 
wrought upon the . young::man-:. .. Chrilt,- | 
hath-a - quick eye to diſcern: poor.mourn-- 
ning and -diſconſolate Creatures : - And. 
| though he be now 1a heayen, and ſtands . - 

| OUT . 1 
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Soave, 


» 


S 
HS. at Cv - 


. The Text opened. 
out of our ſight , ſo that we ſee himnot 3 


upon all our troubles) ſtill affects his hearr, 
and moves his bowels for us: 


to give this relieving and- co mfortable 
. Counſel to her was his own compaſror. 
She neither expected; nor deſired it from: 
him, but fo full of tender pitty was the 
Lord towards her , that he prevents her 
with unexpected conſolation : Her heart 
was nothing ſo full of compaſſion for her 
IB: as Chriſt was for her : He bore our 


E © ones, inthe dayes of his fleſh 3 and though 


F_ yet ſtill. he continues as mercitul as ever , 
'  andas apttobe touched with the ſenſe of 
* our mileries, Hev. 4. 15. | 
F Laſtly, The Counſel it ſelf, Weep met, 


_ to: them that mourn, whereunto he was 
are not an adſolute prohibition of tears 


mourning as ſinful, or all expreſſions of 
grief for dead Relations as uncomely :. no, 
Chriſt would not have his people ſtupid' 
andinſenſate; heonly prohibits the ex- 
| «Cefles and-extravagancies of our ___ 
_ "Sa or. 


yet he ſees us ; and his eye: ( which 15 


.. Secondly, The Motrve ſtirring him up: 


infixmities;,-even zatural_ as well as zoral 


he be now exalted-to the higheſt glory, - 


- herein fulfilling the office ofa Comforter 
* anointed, Fa. 16. 1: 2, 3. Yetthe words 


:and ſorrow, he doth not condemn alt 


«TAP P 
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The text opened, 9 
for the.dead, that it ſhould not be ſuch 
2a mourning for the dead as is found a- 
mong the Heathen ,- who ſorrow with- 
out meaſure, becauſe without hope, be- 
ing ignorant of that grand relief by / the 
wer ERA which the Goſpel re- 
veals. 

The ReſurreG&tion of her Son from the 
dead, is the ground upon which Chriſt 
builds her conſolation and relief. Well 
might he ſay, Weep ot , when he inten- 
ded quickly to remove the canſe of her ' 
tears by reſtoring him again tolife. 

Now . though there be ſomewhat in 
this cale extraordinary andpeculiar : for 
few or none that carry their dead chil- 
dern to the grave , may expect to receive 
| them again from the dead immediately 

by a ſpecial Refurrection,as ſhe did : I fay 
this is not to be expected by any that now 
loſe there Relations; the occaſion and 
reaſons of ſuch miraculous ſpecial Reſur- 


 rections being removed', by a ſufficient. 


an 


and full. evidence and conformation: of 
Chriſts divine power and Godhead : Yet 
thoſe that now bury- their Relations \ if 
oy be ſuch as-dye in Chrift,have as good- 
ſufficient. reaſon' to moderate their 
paſſions, as 'this meurner had, and do as 
truly come within the reach and compaſs 


= Jae 
4>.* 4.4 _— 


to The text opened. 
of this Chriſts comfortable. and ſup- 
porting counſel, Weep zot, as ſhe did ; For 
do but confider what of ſupport or com- 
fort, can-a particular and preſent Reſur- 
rection from the dead give us; more than 


that it is, and as It is a Specimen, handſel. 


or pledge of the General Reſurrection ? 
Ic is not the returning of the foul to its 
body, to live an animal life again 1n this 
world of fin and ſorrow, and ſhortly after 
to undergo the agonies and pains of death 
again, that is 1n it {elf any ſuch prrivi- 
ledge as may afford much. comfort to the 


perſon raiſed, or his Relations : It-isno | | 


priviledge tothe perſon raiſed ; for it re- 
turns him from reſt to trouble, from the 
harbour back again into the Ocean. Tr 1s 
matcer: of trouvole ro many dying Saints , 
. to. hearof the likely-hood of their retur- 

ning again, when they are got ſo-nigh to 
Heaven. TS Es 
It was once the cafe of a Godly Mini- 
ſter of this Nation, who was much traub= 
ledat his return, and faid, I am hke-a | 
Thip - driven out-of the ſtorm almoſt-:es 
the fold, and then driven back. into the 
ſtorm again : or a weary Traveller that 
is come near his home, and -rhen-muſt go 
back. tofetch ſomewhat he had forgotrenz 
ox an Apprentice; whoſe time 5 almoſt 


( 
| 
| 
C 
b 
: 
al 
a 


. 

CYe ; 
4 
Va 


P —_— by... 


nal; a. > ai ot at 


A 
- +4 


expired, and then muſt -begin a ''new 
w—..:. SD IL 
Bur: to dye , and then: return again 


- from the dead , hath leſs of priviledge, 


than to return uy from the brink of che 
grave; for the ſick hath nor yet felt the 


1 agoniesand laſt ſtruggles or pangs of death 


but ſuch have felt-rhem once, 'and muſt 
feel themagain ; they muſt dye twrce, be- 
fore they can be happy oxce : and beſides 
during the little time- they ſpend on earth 


betwixt the firſt' and ſecond diffolution, | 


there is a perfect. 2u»;<z forgetfulneſs and 


 infenſtblenefs of all that which they;faw 
or enjoyed in their Eſtate of ſeperation :Te - 
being neceſlary, both for them, and o- 


thers that. it ſhould befor, for themſelves 
its neceſlary., that they may be cotitenc'to! 
live, and indute the time- 


of  {eperation © from . that - /#roſme dib * 


blefled and ineffable ſtate ng en __ 
_Y and patiently ; and: 
0 


r others, . that they may live by faith ; 
| alid-not+by* ſenſe, and build upon divine 
49" not'- humane - authority 'and © res 


. 
+ 


pangy are doabled;- and yerithere life not 


Herne by any ſenſe of their happineſs 


W 


A, 
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_ and 


The Text opened, | It J 


So rhe 8 ſee, their agonies and 
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- |. The text opened. 
and. therefore it can be no ſuch priviledge 


from the; dead, as the. | 
if we jadge-nor. fo, it is;becauſ our hearts: 
$7 by are 


Pg 


to them. © Sens 
And for their Relations , though. it be 


ſome comfort to receive them again from 


the dead; yet the conſideration, that they 
are returned to them into the ſtormy Sea,. 
to partake of new ſorrows and troubles, 
from which they were lately free 3 and 
in a ſhort time they muſt part with them 


again, and feel the double ſorrows of a - 


parting pull, which others feel but once, 
ſurely ſuch a particular Reſurrection con- 


fidered'in it ſelf, is no ſuch ground - of; 


_— as at firſt-we might imagine it to 
- It remains then, that the ground of 


all ſolid Comfort and relief againſt the; 


death of, .our . Relations. OR ORs, 
lyes in the General and [aſt 71-co fitir ores. 

Mr Ip ro wllinr:..tchaesdÞ7 7G 
Reſurreftion , and what is tre haberms ſpe- 
m 4 particular one, is but as -cimen. | - ;-! 


it werea Specrmer, and evi- Cal in Loc. - A 


dence; of: the : general: and 


there the Apolleplages ous relie, x The: 


4. 17. that, we ſhall ſee and; enjoy then; 
again at the Lords coming. And ſurely this; 
is more, than if with this Mother-(in.the' 


Texc) we hould preſently recs tem 
ſhe did her-Son,;, And. 


4 


3 
[: 

, 
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' The Defirine propounded. = 13 
are Carnal, -and meaſure T_ rather by 
time, and ſenſe, than by faith and eter- 
mey.. Re 
Thus you ſee the Connce!, with its 
ground,-which for the moſt part is com- 
mon to other Chriſtian mourners with herz 
the difference being but inconfiderable, 
and of little-advantage. ; 
Here then you find many agpravations 


' of ſorrow meeting together ; A Son, an 


only Son, is carrying to the grave, yet 


Chriſt commands the penſtve Mother, not ; 4 


to Mourn. 
Hence we note, 


DoRt. That Chriſtians oueht to mode- 
rate thetr Sorrows for their dead Relations, 


how many affiiting tircumſtances and ag- 
|" foever do meet together 1n ther 


eath. ENT 
 It' is as common with Qeardenterd; 
men, yea, with good men, ligimss habitas 


to exceed in their ſorrows COmm_ ua 


| for'dead Relations, as it is Greg. mor. 
to exceed in their loves © 


and delights ro, living Relations; and both 


of the one and other, we may ſay as they.” _ 


fay of waters, It's hard to. confine them 


| within their bounds. Tris therefore grave | 
B advice 


. ” The. Method' ftated. 

advice which the Apoſtle delivers in this 
caſe, 1 Gor, 7. 294. 39. But thu I ſay Bre- 
. thren, the time 15 ſhort, It remaineth, . that 
both; they. that have W; 
they had none, and they that weep, as 
though they wept nt, and thoſe that rejayce, 
as bench they rejoyced not. As 1t he had 


a81e9s 095%", near its. port: God bath 


mans lite: its but a point of time we have 
- Ttolive, and ſhortly it will not be a point 
* 7to chooſe, whether we had wives or nor, 

.Children or not : all theſe are time-earen 
-things, and before the expeted: fruit' of 
theſe comforts be 7/pe, we our ſelves may 
8 - Irs therefore an: high point of 
Wiſdom, to look upon things which 


not, and to behave our. ſelves in the loſs 
_.of theſe carnal enjoyments, as the natural 


tual Ordinances: He hears as if. he: heard” 
-not 3, Their affections are a lictle moved 
- fomerimes by ſpirirual: things, bur they 


WW peves ey chem (0. to heart, as/ro be bro- 
en:hear ced for the ſn they: hear of, OC 


Wealſo-ought-to be fendible of che fipoke 


ſaid, the floating world:is 


» ſhortly will not be, as ifalready they were 


Not, and we ſhould weep as if we wept | 


— 
_— % 


- deeply affected with the glory revealed - | 


rves, be a5" thangh 


way Of - .* Contratted the fails of 


—_ 


man behaves himſelf in che uſe; of {pirt- 4 - 
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ks The Method Rated 5 
of God upon our-dear Relations : but yet 
ſtill we muſt weep, as. if we' wept. not.; 
that is, we muſt keep due bounds and mo- 
deration in our forrows, and: not be too 
deeply concerned for theſe dying ſhort- 
livd things: __ | __ 
To this purpoſe the- Apoſtle. exhorts, 
Heb. 12.5. My Soz deſpiſe not the Ghaſten- 
tg, of : the Lord, neither faint when thous * 
art rvebuked of him. Thiele are two ex- 
treams, deſp1ſang, and fainting; when 
God is correcting, to ſay, I do not re- 4 
gard.it, let God rake all-ifhe will 3 IFmy * 
eſtate muſt go, let it go. if my children 3 
dye, let them dye : this is to. 4z{þiſe the - 
Lords chaſtening : and God cannot bear  * 
it, that we ſhould bear it thus lightly.” © 
There is alſo another extream.,. and 
that is Farzting : if when goods are.taken- 
away, the heart be taken away, and when 
children dye, thenthe ſpirit ot the Parent - 
dyes alſo; this is farrtine under the rod. 2 
Thou lamenteſt ( faith Sexeca ). thy decea- * 
ſed friend, but would not have thee grieve | 
beyond what is meet: That thou thouldſt ? 
not greive at all, I dare not require thee 3 - ? 
tears may be excuſed,ifthey donot exceed: © } 
Let thine eyes therefore be neither wholly - 
dry, nor yet let them overflow; Weep thou 
maiſt, but Wazle thou muſtnot. - »-* - 
B 2 . Happy 


46:4 The Method ftated. 


. *bridle of moderation upon his paſſons and 
 -affections, and ſtill keeps the poſſeſſion 
ſefhion of. da 
Now the method in-whichI purpoſe to 
-praceed ſhall be. - - 
7, To diſcover the Signes S. : 
2. To diſlwade from the findof 41mMmo- 


L + To propole the cure row. 


Firſt, I ſhall give you the 'Signs of im- 
-_ moderate Sorrow, 'and ſhew you when it 
exceeds its bounds, and becomes ſinful, 
even aſorrow to be ſorrowed for ; and 
for clearneſs ſake, I will firſt allow what 
: may be allowed tothe Chriſtian mourner, 
\ "and then you will the better diſcern 
| wherein the exceſs and fintulneſs of your 
| ſorrow lyes, 
And firſt, How much ſoever we cen- 
ſure and . condemn immoderate 'Sorxow, 
, -et the affiFed muſt be allowed an awaken- 
' ed and tender ſenſe of the Lords affiiiung ; 
hand upon them. Its no vertne to vbear' 
what we do not fee! : Yea it is a moſtun- 
becoming temper,,.got-to_ tremble when 


The 


. Godis ſmiting. 
| YIgK... .- 
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Happy man that ſtill keeps the golden 


of himſelf, whatſoever he' loſe the pol- 


3. To remove the pleas ( erate Sor-. 
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 Wherein Monrnersſranet, TT 
\_* TheLord ſath to Mofes, in the caſe: 
of Miriam, Num). 12. 24. If her Father 
had! ſpit ih her fact; ſhould ſhe not be aſha- 
" med ſeven aayes ? [The face is the Table 
and ſeat of Beauty and Honour: but when. 
it is ſpit upon, it,1s made the fink-of ſhame-- 
' Had her own Father ſpit. upon her face: 
| when ſhe had diſpleaſed him, -would the: 


. 4 
—Dx" "— —— _ 


not have gone aſide as one: aſhamed by 
ſuch a rebuke, and not have ſhewed her* . - 
face to him again in-ſeven days? How _ 
much more ſhould the take it to heart,and' # 
be ſenſible of this rebuke of mine, 'who * 
have filled her face with Leprons ſpots, 
| the ſigns of my diſpleaſure againſt her ?* 
| Surely God will be athamed of thoſe, that” 
are not aſhamed when he rebukes them. 
| It is not Magnanimity, but Stupidity- 
to make light of Gods corrections, and 
_ for this the afflicted are fmartly taxed,,- 
Jer: 5..3: 1 have ſmitten them but they* + 
have not grieved, When God ſmote fob+ 
in his Perſon,: Children, and Eſtate, he* | 
aroſe and rent his Mantle , and pur duſt © | 
vpon his head, to ſhew he was not ſenfe-: 
f leſs and unaffected; and yer bleſſed the* 
aftlicting God; which as: plainly ſhewed': 
- was not contumacious:and unſubmil-- 


B 3.  Secondly;, - 
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28 Wheretn men {in u0t. 


Secondly, We muſt allow the mourning 


affiied foul, a due and comely expreſſion 
of his 4 rzef and forrow, 1n his complaints 
both to God and men. 
Tt's much more becoming a Chriſtian 
Inge enuouſly to open his troubles, than 
{ullenly tro (mother them. There is no ſin 


in complaining to God, but much wick- 


aſe in. complainin of him. Grief are 
ealed by. groans, and heart preflures re- 
'- lieved by utterance. This was Dawas 
courſe, and conftant way, who was a 
 rmanof afflictions, Pſal. 142. 2, 3. TI pou- 
red out my complaint before hims, I ſhewed 
before him my trouble : when my ſpirit was 
#werwhelmed within me, then. than knew- 
ft miy path. 


To alba ſhould children go, but to 
their Farther to make their moan; Whence: 


may they expect relief and comfort but 
from hun? The--102 Pſalm is inciculed, 


4 Pſalm. for the affiifted, when” be ower- 
whelmed and pogreth out” his complarnt be- 


| , fare the Lord, 


And. happy were it, if eyery afflicted: 
foul woul hu the 0s Way. ro exporky_ bY bis: 
ſorrows, + ig Weconp op Nor @ God we 


God. would plain | lels-of us z-:2 

quickly abate n 

plaint. ©, you cannot think how moving, 
k. W 


) 
VIROY We Boy 


e matters of ur com*: 


Wheretn' Mourners fin n0t. ' Ig 
how. melting, how prevailing it is. with 
God, Ns hi poor burdened* and aft- 
flicted-people. in 2; day of diſtreſs and 
deſpeddency., when ' deep calleth- anto- 
deep;.-and: one. wave drives on another, 
then-for the opprefled foul with humili- 


x, ſelf, to. the Lord , and thus: beſpeak 
wes: 255 3151-5 Fo: re 2M 
-* Father, What ſhall I do ?-"My foul 
is greatly bowed down by crouble, I am- - 
* full to the brim; my 'vain heart hath 


© is ſhutup; againſt me :[ Thou haſt mul- 


| * tiplied -my ſorrows, | and renewed thy 


* witheſles iagainſt me : Comfort is re- 
F4 k : ' 
' moved, from: my outward', and peace: 


- *from- my inner man; Sharp afflictions 


* vithout,; and bitcer reflections within. 
'O Lord I am oppreſled, 4ndertake for 
* m8. - Fathers.of\rche fle pity their | di- 
* ſtreſſed Children' when they complain 
* to them, and” wilt 'not thou 'O Lord, 


* 


*whoſe compaſſions as far exceed cheas . 4 


L . *mrecompaſſions,. as the. Sea:exceeds: a 


"drop ; O. my Fathet,: pity me; ſupport - 
; me, deliver me: rr; 6 
; Oh how. acceptable -is: this to. God ! 
how advanitagious to the foul! © 


ty, filial 'confidence, and faith,, to turn- 


* looked for relief this . way and that way,. 4 
| © but nonecomeg: every. door of comfort. - 


men. So did ob, Chap. 19. 21. Have 
pity, have pity 07 me O ye my friends 5 for 
the hanil of God hath touched ane. And it 
is a mercy if we have any friends that are 
wiſe, faithful, and experienced. -. They. 
are born for ſuch a time as this, Prov. 27. 
17. But be they what they will, they 
. cannot pity as God, relieve and ſuccour 
as he : and often times we may ſay with 
Job, Chap. 21. 4. As for me, Is my com- 
plaint to men ? And if it were, Why ſhould 
zot my Spirit be troubled? q. d, What 
great advantage can I get by theſe com- 
plaints ? F may burden the heart of my 
friend; but how little doth that eaſe my 
own ? Yet the very opening of the heart 
to an experienced tender Chriſtian is ſome 
relief, and the engaging his: prayers is 
more. Thus far you mone ſafely: In 
all this there is no danger. & $2. 

- "Thirdly, The affiutted perſon may { or- 
atzarily ) accuſe, judge -, anil condemiy 
bimfelf, for being the cauſe. and protuftr 
of his own troubles. He may lawtully be. 
diſcontented, and vexed with himſelf 
- for his own folly, when - the iniquity - of 
his heels compaſſeth him. about.” And tru- 


ly it isbut ſeldom that any great affliction . 


' befals a gracious perſon, but he fwike 


When Sorrow becomes ſonful.. 20 
: We may alſo make our complaint 'to _ 


Wheretn Mourners fin 8d, 205 


need of ſuch a rod before hewfelt it. 
Hath God ſmitten thy Child or Friend,.. 
and didfſt thou not foreſee ſome ſharp trial 
coming? Did not thy fond: ſecure carnal 
temper need ſucha ſcourge to awaken, . / 
quicken and purge thee ? Or if you did 
not foreſee it, it's now your duty to ſearch. 
and examine your ſelves: So the Church. 
in their affliction, .reſolved,. Lam. 3. 40.-: 
Let us fearch and try our wayes. When 
God- is ſiting we ſhould be ſearchipe.. 
Snrely 'our inquities will enquire after us; . 
if we will not inquire after. them. Yea, in 
che day of affliction, a gracions ſoul is in- 
 _ quiſitive about nothing more than the pro- 
curing and provoking cauſe of his troubles :. 
' Job 10. .2.. Shew :me wherefore thou cons © 
tendeſl with me ? q. d, Lord what ſpecial . 
corruption is it.that this Rod is ſent'to re- 
bake 3 What ſinful negle& doth it:come 
to humble me for-? O diſcover -it now to : - 
me, and recover'me now from it. «<. 
And having found the root and cauſe - 
of their troubles; ingenous:> fouls will : |} 
ſhame-them ſelves:-for.ir, and give glory-to + 
I God by an humble ſubmiffion, and vin- - * 
. dicationofthe equity of this proceedings, . 
Job 7.20. I have {inned, what ſhall I ap » © 
«uto thee , thou preſerver of men? HE - 
thinks. it.no ſhame __ to. diſcover unto - 


C 2.53 


> 
God; amd deeply to abaſe himſelf before 
him, for his folly. 


* Nec enim pu- 
det ſanfos vis- 
ros poſt quam 
renovata.Corda 
faerint per reſi- 
 Fiſcentiam, lap- 
ſus ſui  de- 
decoris ad Det 
Glo iam memi- 
- mifſe. Nihil no- 
Þrs decedit quod 
eedit in lis 
Sonoren:Bright 
man 1n Cant.c. 
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 Whereta Mourners ſin not. 


remember a choice 


note that * Mr. Brightman 


hath in - his Commentary 
upon the Gartrcles. 
Holy men ( faith he ) 
after their hearts are re- 
newed by repentance, are 
not med to remember 
and confeſs their flips . and 
ſhameful falls, ro the glory 
of God: for they account 
that glory-which ſuch con- 
teflions take from them 1s 


not loſt, whilſt 1t goes to 
the-glory of God. If his glory may riſe out 
of our ſhame; how willing ſhould we be 
to take ſuch ſhame tous? Holy Dawid was 
not aſhamed to acknowledg, Pſal, 38. 5. 
My wounds ft17k ant ave corrupt becauſe of 
my foohi(þnefs. He is the wiſeſt man. that 
thus befools himſelf before God. : 
It is true, God' may afflict ' from Pre- 
rogative, or for trial ; but we. may al- 
ways.ſee cauſe enough inoar felves, and 
it.is ſafeſt to. charge it upon. our own 


-_ Laſtly, The afii&ed Chriftsan 1.432 


= -m 


. 


. —_ Bo 
rae wanner; plead with "God - 


i 


troubles, poured out his Soul with ſtrong. 


| Luke 23:42; Oppreſled nature defires- 
_ eaſe; and even our renewed: nature: de- - 


gottfort-'clouds; and benighits all the reſt:. 
 Qur tears for out loſtenjoyment 1o blinds 


- 
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— ' WhenSorrowisfmfuk. 27 
and be earneſt for the remoral- of the affit- 
100. | | 
When affliction _ preſſeth us above 
ſtrength, when it diſables us for duty, or _ 
when..1t gives. SAVAOg 0 temptation,. - 4 
then we may ſaywith David, Remove thy © 
ftroke from me, 1 am conſumed by the blow 
4 thine hand, Pal. 39. 10. Even our 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, in the day of his: 


cries, atd ;many- tears, faying, -Father-y rf 
thou be willing, let this Cap paſs from me... 


fires freedom from thoſe clogs and temp» 
tatidns: which [hinder us in duty, or ex-- 
pole us to:ſnares.- ; 19%; 
-\;: - This far; we may ſafely go. | 

- But: :Sortow! then becomes ſinful and* 
exceſſhve when, Th 
iFirſt; It canſeth us to -flrght and deſpiſe: 
al our other amercees. - and enjoymnents , 4s- 
ſmuall things in. compariſon of what -we hawve- 


oc often falls out that the ſetting of one 


ear.;eyes that-'we- cannot ſee the many” : 
arhey mercies -which yet remain 2 We: 
take.ſomuch notice of what is. gong,.. that: ; 


- OC 
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wetake little or no- notice of what is left 
Burt this is very ſinful; for it involves in 
it both 7gxorance, 1ingratitude, and - great 
_ prowocation, LIFD ". 
Its a-f1n ſpringing from ignorance.- Did 
we know the deſert of our'fin, we-would 
rather wonder to ſee one merey lefr, than 
_ that twenty arecut off- They that know 
they have forfeited every mercy, ſhould 
be thankful that they enjoy any, and pa- 
_ when-they-looſe: any. of their com- 
or.- bo R 
Did weknow-Goa, even that Soveraign 
Lord at whole diſpoſe our comforts come 
and go, who can the next moment blaſt 
all that remain, and turn you- into-Hell, 
wy nl che you would prize the mercies 
e 


indulges to you at an higher value. 


Did you underſtand the fickle vanithing 
nature of the Creature, what a flower 
what a-bubble-it is 2: Oh how: thankful 
would you be to find ſo -many-yet-left in 


Did you know the caſe of thouſands'as 


- 'pood; yea better than you, whoſe whole. 
- Harveſt of Comfort in this World, is but. 


and handful to the gleanings: of the coms 
forts you - {till injoy, who-.in all -theie 


| * lives never. were owners of ſuch colt» 


rartable- enjoyment a5. yOu-now:ower- 


——_— 


— _ 
' = T 


looks. 


 Whin Sorrow #& ſinful” © 55 
"ob ſur ely you would not act 'as- you 


Beſide, what vile ingratitude | is in 
this > What, are-all your remaining mer- 
cies. worth nothing? You have buried a 
Child, a Friend : Well,burt till, you have 
a-Husband, a Wife? other Children ; or if 
not, you have com fortable accommoda- 
win <4 or your ſelves, with health to er- 
joy them 3 or if not, yet have you Ordi- 
nances of God, it may be an intereſt in 
Chriſt, and in. the Covenant, Pardon 
of ſin, and hopes of Glory. What ! and 
yet fink as this rate, as if all your mer- 
cies , comforts, and hopes, even in-both 
Worlds were buried in.on Grave. Muſt 


Tchabod be written upon your beſt mer- 


cies, . becauſe Morrality is. written upon! 
one ? -Fye, fye, What ſhamefal ingrati- 
tude 1 is here ? 

And really- Friend, Such a carriage as 
this under the-rod, is-no fmall provece- 
tion toithe Lord to go-on in-J udgement;,- 
and makea full end -of all.'that remains, . |} 
f>-that affliction ſhall not riſe up the {6 o 
cond time. | 

| Whar if God taking notice how lietle - 


| thau. po the AA undeſerved- fa. 


yet:poſleſieſ, th 
it chem not wor 


remrnes 


idiay,vd 
aheibwe =_ 
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| meicher do Ecbink-them, worth-the con- 
| oe, Go Death, there's a Husband, a 

_ Wiſe, other Children yet left, ſmite-them 
G00 pcknek ang For, health 
It 1NS: DOAy, YET 1EIT 5 8gO lOHES ang aMPO- 
. veruh his eſtate; yet left; -go reproach and 
blaſt his reputation which 'is yet. ſweet. 
What would you think of this ? And yer 
if-you: be out of Chriſt, you are in dan- 

r of a far {adder ſtroke than: either or 
all yer--mentioned. - What if. God ſhould 
fay,- prizeſt thou not my . mercy 5: Haſt | 
thou no value for my goodnefs, and for- 
bearance towards thee? | Is it nothing 
that.T-have ſpared thee thus long - in thy 
finsand rebellions > Well-chen; I:wi 
ftrecch out my-h upcg thy life, .catbF 
|  thatthread which bath kept thee {o'many 

' Years from groppingunitoHell _ | <1 


-- O think then what you have done;- by - 
provoking. the: Lord through your; vile 

ingratitude-!. It is: a dahgerbus; thing. to 
provoke God, when: be is/alreatiy:ihra 


'- Way of Judgment,: 'And;if you be his 


own people, and ſo out of the datiger-of 
+ Hs Jaſtand worſt ſtroke :; yerknowy you 
' 4k oopanergs to Co: han any.you- 
| BE -7FEt: IG; : DNOQUIA LOW 'C 2YOUr 
_ (aulwith- kt loplechatiuizobutitt 
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"When Sorrow becomts [mful, a5 > 
you, remove joy -and- pedte from'your'int 
ner man, how foon' would you be com - 
vinced, that the funeral of. your -deareft - - 
friend 1s but a trifle to this? - WES 

Well' then, whatever God takes, be 


- fiill thankful for whit he leaves. It was 


the great ſin of Ie]. in 'the Wilderneſs, 
that thongh God had deliver'd them from 
their cruel fervitnde in - . Agypt, miracu- 
Jouſly fed them in; the Deſert, and was - 
leading them on to a Land flowing with. 
Milk and Honey ; yet affoon- as atiy want 
did but begin to: pinch them, preſeatly - 
all theſe mercies were forgotten and 
- —_ —_— G 4 | : 2, ho to _ 
, lay they) we 14-1 e/EgYPt. 
Aumb. 11. 6. There 15 nothing at all be- 
fade this Manna. ' Beware of this, -. O'ye 
mourning and afflicted : ones.” You fo : 
both the fin that is in it, and the'datiger - 
that attends it 2 : © "27 png 
Secondly, And no leſs finful are ont - 
Sorrows; When ' they: ' ſo -wholly "ingulph 


aur hearts, that we'etther mind wut at "all, 


or are little or nothing ſenſible ofthe publiuck. | 
evils and calamities which lye -nponu the 


Ghurch and 27-54 Gd 655336507 Þþ 
' Some Chriſtians have fuch publick ſp 


ies thar the Churches.ttroubles ſvallow | 


up "theix--perfonal +ttouble.- -Melandhon | 


28 When Sorrow becomes fouful. 
ſeemed to take little notice of -the death» _ 
of his Child,. which he dearly loved, be- 
wg almoſt overwhelmed with the miſcries 
lying = the - Church. _ - 
| dit was a goodevidence of the ora- 
_ and = lickneſs of - Elres -{piric 

who fitting in the- gate 

Cum que ille n> anxiouſly waiting for. ty+ 

_ 3 Arcam dings froni the Army, when 
»J. Geo? 

imegram, ſed in- he the tydings came- that 

choatam, audiens Iſrael fled before the Phz- 

mags rrp _= ; _ - -F two "Sons 

* reſuoior. 440pPPL An zneas Were 
ext Preſagiens | end, . and that the. Ark 
Met eoz,in Loc, - Of. God was  taken.. juſt 

at the. mention; of 'that 
'word, - The Ark .of -God, before he heded 
out the whole narration, his: mind quick- 
| qorelgng the the _ _ ſunk down .and 
. ated I9, - O that was the 
finking, the killing ne had the mefſ- 
ſenger ſtop at the dearh of his two Sons, 
like enough ;he had ſupported that bur 
den,. but. the loſs.of the Ark was. moreto 
him than Sons or Daughters... _. 
» . Bythow: few ſuch x ſpirits ap» 
> eyen among Profeſſors in: this fel 
| gra ? \May we not with . the 
. Apoſtle: complain;: Phil 2; 21. All ſeth 
? 91.089, 14m 2206; tize bags. that: 4 


| fromthem, ( I meanas to+ (weet ſenfible 


When Sorrow becomes: ſinful. m6, _ 
.Ghrif. Few men have any great cares or 
deſigns lying . beyond the bounds of their 
own. private intereſts. And whatwe ſay - 
of cares, isas true'of ſorrows :: If a Child 
dye, we are ready to dye too, but publick 


calamittes pierce us not. 


_ - How few ſuffer either their domeſtick 


comforts to be fwallowed up in the 
Churches troubles , or-their domeſtick 
troubles to . be ſwallowed up by: the 
Churches mercies !! Now when itis thus: 
with us, when we hitle regard what mer- 
cies or miſeries lie upon others, but are 
wholly intent upon. our own afflictions, 
thisis a ſinful ſorrow, and- ought tobe 
forrowed ti : dl ot 003 Bog 
Thirdly, Our forrows then become 
ſinful and exorbitant, When they divert ws 
from, or diftratt us 11 our duties, ſo that. 
our intercourſe with Heaven. is ftopt anal 
enterrupted by-them. Tn URL ICE SHIOY 
How long'can we fit alone muſing- upw 
on 2adead Creature ? Here onr- thoughts - 
eafily - low, ' but how hard-to fix rhens 


upon the living God ! when our hearts . 
ſhould be m-heaven'with our Chriſt, they 


are im the Grave with our dead: * May nee © 


many afflicted foulsjuſtly complain, 'that - 


their troubles had taken away their Chrift- 
cofne. 


er Ec aa Wks chow ages _ 
4 BR RN hea ISD agen we won. « eats oxy 
ct _- 


59 the? Sorrow becomes 77 aful: 
Communion ) and-laid. the dead Child 


in his Room ? 


. +; Poor-Creature, ceaſe to weep;any lon- 


ger! for thy. dead. Relation, and weep.ra- 
ther for thy dead heart, -*Is this thy; com- 
pliance with Gods -delign :in- atflicting 
thee > What, 'to grow a greater ſtranger 
to: him than before! or 18 this,the way” 
to. [thy cure -and;comfort” in ;2ffliction, ito 
refrain : Prayer, and: turn «thy back upon 


--Or 4f thou dareft .not wholly negle 

thy. duty, yet thy affliction ' tpoyls the 
{and comfort, oft: 3 - thy: heart is 
wandr 18, :. dead, diſtracted | mn Prayer, 
and medication, fo -that thoy haſt;,no-re: 
ket or comfort fromic 0 


:Rouze-up'thy ſelf Chriſtian. and con- 


| ſider, cliks 1s not- Right... Surely: the rod 


works not kindly now. Whatzdid thy love 
ta Godiexpire when thy friend expired ? 
E;thy - heart: as cold in- duty , as: his 
body: is inthe grave ? Hath' natural death 
feized; him; and- ſpiritual deadneſs ſeized 


thee? Sure then thou: haſt more reaſon 


to.lameft chy.dead heart, .than thy ,dead | 
friend: Divert theftreeam of tliy troubles. 


fpeedily,, and: Jabour-to tecover thy (elf 
out'of this temper quickly: 3: leſt ſad, ex- 


. P % 
a . 
Po, : 
A , 
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When Sorvow becontes ſinful. 3r: 
perience ſhortly tell' thee, -that whatthou 
now mourneſt for, is but a trifleto what 
thou ſhalt mourn for hereafter. To 
loſe the heavenly warmth and fpirituat 
livelineſs of thy'affeions, is -undoubted- 
ly a far more conſiderable loſs, than to 
loſe the wife of thy boſom, or the ſweet- 
eſt Child that ever a tender Parent laid in 
the Grave. | ee ag, 
Reader, If this be thy cafe, Thow-liaſt 
reaſon to challenge the firſt place among 
the mourners. Ic is better for thee'to» Bu- 
ry ten ſons, than to remit one degree of 
love or delight inGod..- The end of Ged 
in ſmiting, was-co.win; thiy- heart nearer 
rw him,” by removing; that which eſtran- 
ged it ; how then-doſt thaw croſs'the very. 
deſign of Gad in this diſpenſation ? Muſt 
God then looſe his delight-inhy- fellows 
. ſhip,: becauſe-thou haſt: loſt thine 3n1 the 
cteature?- Surely when thy: treublbs flhauts. 
accompany thee. ro:thy Cloſer,: thhyare- 
ſinful and extravagant troubles. aro'7t 
-Fourthly; Then'you may alſo conclude 
your ſorrows to. be - exceſhve and fanful; 
bent -they ſo: - overload and - opprefs.: your 
bodies, - as. to endanger your lives, : or. Tens; 
aer them uſeleſs 'and unfit for ſervice, ' 51 - 
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- qua ex amore 


ee eee A DE OO I 


Warldly Sorrow works Death. 2 Cor: 
7. 10. that is, Sorrow” after the manner 
of wordly \ men , ſorrow 

Titi mundi in a meer carnal natural 
6 rſtitia ſecrm- yay, whichis not relieved 
dum, . mundum, 


mundi naſcitur, and conſiderations : This 


\ — Efti, inloc. falls {o heavy ſometimes 
' upon the body , that it. 


finks- under the weight; and is caſt into 


ſuch diſeafes as are never more wrought* - 
off, or healed in this World. Heawineſs iz 


the heart of a man makes it ftoop, faith 


Solomon, Prov. 12. 25. The "xg body | 
maſt ſtoop under heart- 


' Tr is with the mind of man \( Githone") 
as with the ſtone Tyrhenus : as long as it's 
whole it {wimeth,but once broken it ſinks 
preſently. Grief is a Moth which getting 


mto the mind, will-i in-ſhort tame, make 


the body, be- it never ſo ſtrong, and* welt 


Philoſophers ' and Phy Hans pemernly 
bethon 6 —_—_ 2mong Yah cer rw ſes of . 


fhortning life.Ghr:/# x: Ars man of {orraws;' 


| andacquainted with griefs, and this ſome 
| think, was the reaſon that he appeared as: . 


a man of fifty, when he was little more 
thag-thirty yeers old, Joh, 8. 57. But his 


/ 


by any ſpiritual reaſonjngs 


| . wrought a piece, like an old feary gar- 
ment, 


d 


forrows 


| your own bodies 3 you, would 'pity and 
relieve a bruit beaſt groaning and fmnk- 


forrows were of another 

—_— > My pn pier? 5 
Many a mans foul is to f/f. fi wm 

his' body, as a ſharp-knife ( wid | minime 


* Hec tibi ſori- 


]'. ro a. thin ſheath, which ea- welim) inter ex; 


fily- cuts it through; and Pun der | 
what do we by poring 7; podie rame 
and pondring upon Our fafum meum 
troubles, but whet the dams, _ 
knife that it- may cur the . | 
deeper and quicker > Of Fr P1937.” 
all the creatures that ever God made 
(Devils only excepted ) Man is the moft 
able and apt to be his own tormentor... .. 
_ How unmercitully do we load them. 
in times of affliction > How do we not 
otity waſt their ſtrength by ſorrow, but 


* deny relief and neceſſary refreſhment 2 


They muſt carry the load, but be allow- 


—_ < 


ed no refreſhment : If they can ear. the 


bread of affliction and .drink rears; they 
may feedat full:z' but no- pleaſant bread,.. 
no quiet ſleep is permitted them. Surely * 
you would not burden a beaſt, as youdo 


"Y 


- _ 


ing 'under an m_— burden , but you 


will not pity nor relieve your -own bo- 


. 


3 —z” 
| | g . 10 yy 
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” -94 Whew Soren beromes fil, 


- Some mens Souls have given ſuch deep 
wounds to their Bodies, that they, are 
never like to enjoy many eat1e or comfors- 
m—_ dayes more. whilſt they -dwell in 
. . Now this is very ſinful, and difpleaſing 
to God; forif he have ſuch a tender 
care for our bodies, that he would not 
bave us ſwallowed -up, of overmuch 
priet, no. though it be for fin,. 2 Cor. 2:7. 
-but even to 'that ſorrow ſets bounds. 
How much leſs with outward forrow 
for temporal 'loffes > May not your ſtock | 
of natural ſtrength be imployed to better 
parpoſes think. you than theſe 2: Time 
may come, that you may earneſtly- wzth . 
you had that healch and ſtrength ' again . 
to ſpend for: God, which you now- ſo | 
lytthly waſte, and. prodigally caſt om 1 
npon your troubles to no purpoſe, or ad- 
vantage: - 3b | 
© Tt was therefore an high point of wil- | | 
dom-m Dawv1d, and: recorded no doubt * 
for our imitation, who when the child 
was. dead,” ceaſed 
Py. -himtelf, and eat bread, 2 Sam, 
- 35” ith A ets 8 ion Ihe 
- Fifthly, When affii#on-ſowers the Spi- 
rit with diſcontent, and makes it 17wara- 
ly grudge againſt the hand of God, then | 


—— 


to. mourn, but aroſe; ]. 


© her Sorrow becomes: ſinful. 35" © | 
Pur trouble'v5- full. of ſin; and we-anght = 1 


þ 


 1r$0wniupri _ and'-fincere-love'its 


. Whaceve? God: dotly with:us'or ouds; 
ſtil: we ſhould maintain: good: rrhoughts 
of him. A gracious heart cleaves nearer 
and nearer 'to.God-in affliction, - and cant 


be. humbled for-.it before the Lord. 1 (41) 


uſtifie. God in: his ſevereſt.ſtrokes-,/ a6 
knowledging them! ro beall juſt and-hojy, 


Pfal.capgr75,. 4 know alſo' that thy Fudge: 
ments:are right; and that thou.1n faithful 


zeſs. haſt: affiiced'' me. And hereby the 
foul: may'comfortably evidence. 'to at ſelf 


God::.;:Yea, tir thach- been of ſingular ads 
ro. ſome/ſouls;” to-rake right *mealures of 
their love to God in ſuch trials ; to have 


lovely-and: well pleaſed thoughts. of God, 


even when he.ſmites us.in our neareſt and - 
deareſt comforts3/:argues:: plainly/thar-wg 

love him for himſelf, and- not for this:yifts 
only : - An&thathis intereſtin che heart 
ts deeper,. than- any: creature 'intereſt! 3s; © 5 
And ſuch: is: the 'comfort -: thac hath-re- 
ſulted to ſome from ſuch diſcoveries: of 
their own hearts by cloſeſmagring;/ afflidti- 


- ons 3- that: they-would not! part with'it; 


to have their comforts, (whoſe: remavet - 


occafioned them, *) given" backs in liegiof - F 
Ro i eh TALES RITED ; 0.44 1 
” But-to. fell. with ſecret "diſconteric ? 


LY 
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and have hard thoughts of God, as if he 
had done. us wrong, or dealt more. {e- 
verely with us than any. O this .is a 
vile temper, curſed fruit ſpringing from 
an evil root ; a very carnal, ignorant 


proud heart; or at leaſt from a very dil- 
tempered, if renewed heart.Soit was with 


Jonah when God ſmote his Gourd, Tea, 
(ſaith he ) I do well to be angry even un- 
20 death , Jonah 4. 9. Poor man, he 
was highly diſtempered at this time and 
out of frame; this was not his true tem- 
per or ordinary; frame, but a fſurprize 3 
the effect of a paroxilme of temptation, 
in which his paſſions had been over-heat- 
ed. 
| Few dare to vent it in ſuch language, 
But how many have their hearts imbit- 
- tered by diſcontent, and ſecret: riſings 

againſt the Lord > Which if ever the 
' Lord open their eyes to ſee, will. coſt 
them more trouble then ever that of af- 
fliction did, which gave the occaſion 


it. 
_ iIdeny not, but the beſt heart may be - 


tempted 'to think and ſpeak- frowardly 
+ . concerning theſe works of the Lor?, 
- that envious —_—_ the - Devil, will 

.  blowthe coals, and labour, to blow up 
our ſpirits at ſuch time into high diſcon- 

[1% _ tents 


: ſermones 6 erum jucund:,, . comverſeeis bhilaris 0 


When Sorrow is ſinful. " I 


5 tents, Tha te  pemptarion was ſeen; even 


ro take up hart 


þ ey ” 5 God, wy to conclude , 
. Ferily 1 have cleanſed wy heart 1n vain. 
9.4, or? little ai e fromthe worſt 


of evils-hath-a man by his godlineſs? but 
he :ſootr.! Fas | Tack: motions. 'Ff -1 


, Shot offend a ainſt the 
Pay % 


Children; Meaning, 
Jo he nnd ga the whole race 


of Godly men though the whole world 5 


for who is there: among them all, but 4s, 


or hath, or may be afflicted : as ſeverely a5 
myſelf > -- 


Surely, it is meet to -be aid unto God 0d, 


Thave born chaſtiſement, I will not © 
fend any more; Job 34. 31. Whatever 
God;doth with you, | na welland think 


'well of him, and his works: - 


Sixthly,' Qur Sorrows exceed due bounty" 
when we. continually excite and. provoke 


them by willing irritations. & 
_ Grief, like a Lyon loves to ply with us - 
before-i it deſtroy. us. Andſtrange it is that 
-We ſhould find ſome kind-of plealure in_ . 
we yang, our - ſorrows. Ir's* | 
execa's obſervation-,” and yur. rides ; 


* Tneft 


CAM CCI T Ant. 


> 12ta : runc- ocuh velur- in gence relax ear... p< 
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_ --runt, Calvin. 


i138 When Sorrow beromes fenful. 
-experimentally-rrue, that: even' ſorrow: it | 
| he wo hath a certain kind of delighc atren- 
- ang 1C. 3 4 Ry p 
The Jews that were with Mary in the 
houſe to comfort her, When: they ſaw that 
- ſhe went out haſtily, followed: her; ſaying, the ' 
*g0eth tothe grawe toweep tens: Joh. 17.39. 
2... oo As they db (faith Galoiz ) 
Ex. corum' may. that feek''to0 provoke their | 
7 Frritaments que- troubles by going oO the 
- Grave,-.or 'ofteri/ looking 
- _-. ....  aponthe dead: body.” © 
-. Thus'we delight to -lookiuponithe- re- 
"licks of our deceaſed friends, and often 
to mention their ations and ſayings; -not. 
ſo much for .any -marter of | holy and 
-weighty -1nſtruction or 1mitation' 3 for 
that would warrant. and commend- the 
ation; but rather torub the wound, and 
:fetch i#reſh blood from it',' by: (piercing 
«our ſelves with ſome little trivial, yet 
-wounding circumſtances. TI have known 
-many that will fit- and-talk of: the feq- 
tures; actions and ſayings: of their © *Chil- 
;dren, for hours: together, and-weep 'at 
the reherſal of them, and- that for many 
months after they are gone :- So keeping 
- the wound continually open, and :excru- 
ciatiating their own hearts without. any 
benefivar all by them. A lock of a: or 
ome 


- 
- 


a__ 


ſome ſuch trifles muſt be kept for..this 
en- | - purpoſe to renew their forrow dail bf 
| looking on it. - On this -account, To 
' would not have his Son called Benorz 
hat | leſtit ſhould renew-his ſorrow, but- Ber 
the |. Jamm. | | s 
2>, | _ Iam far from commending a bruitiſh 
/) | oblivion of our dear Relations, and con- 
eir | denn it asmuch as I dothis childiſh and 
he | unprofitable remembrance. Oh - friends 
ng | we have other things-to do under the 
| Rod than theſe. Were it not better to 


e- | befearchingour hearts and houſes, when 
& Gods rod is upon us, and ſtudying how 
ot. to anſwer the end of it, by mortifying 
id | thoſe corruptions which provoke it ? 


2 | Surely the rod wOrks not kindly tillir 
e | cometothis. 


d | - Sewventhly, Laſtly. Our ſorrows may 
g | then be pronounced finful, when they 
ft | deafen our.ears to all the wholſom and 
n | fſeafonable words of counſel and comfort 
- | offered us for ourrelief andglupport. 
. Jer. 31. 15. A voice was heard 19 


Rachel weeping for her Children, - would 
not be conx*orted for her Ghilaren, becauſe 
they were not. - She will admit no com-. 
fort, her diſeaſe is curable by no other 
means but the reſtoration of her -chil- 


When Sorrow becomes fonful. 30 


mah , lamentation and bitter weeping '3 | 


79.5 
| 5 


i 
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dren; give her them again and ſhe will 
bequiet, elſe you ſpeak into the air, ſhe 
regards not what ever you ſay. | 
Thus If-ac! in the cruel bondage in 
Egypt, Moſes brings them the glad ty- 
| dings of deliverance, But they. hearkxed 
mt to him, becauſe of the anguiſh. of Spt- 
7it, and their cruel bondage, Exod. 6. 9. © 
Thus obſtinately,/ fixed are many in 
their / trouble, - thit no words of advice 
or comfort find any place with them : yea, 
- T have known ſome exceeding quick and 
ingenious, even above the rate of their 
common parts and abilities in inventing 
ſhifts, and framing objections to turn 
off comfort from themſelves; as if they 
had been hired to plead againſt their own 
. 4ntereſt ; and if they be driven from thoſe 
Pleas, yet they are ſetled in their troubles 
too faſt to be moved : ſay what you will 
they mind it notz or at moſt it abides not 
-upon them. Ler proper ſeaſonable ad- 
- vice or comfort be tendred they:-refule it, 
_ counſel is good, but they have no 
to it now. Thus Pſal. 77. 'I0 
My Soul ( faith he ) refuſed to be com 
forted, | | 


© Towant comfort in time- of affliction, 


FF %Han vation of our affliction; burt- 


£0 refule it, when offered us, wants = 


-Q S + 


Q_" 


OagneESyoa7na 


y- promiſes. And thus I have diſpatcht the 


2 Secondly * Having Cleared this, and 2 


lyes; my way is prepared to the ſecorid 


; . ſorrows, and keep the golden bridle. of 


"fin. Time may come, when - we would 
be glad to receive comfort, or hearza 
word of ſupport , and ſhall be deniad 
=: 


When Sorrow- is foufal. 


O, 'tis a mercy to the afflicted to have 
Barnabas with them, an interpreter, one 
among a thouſand 3 and it will be. the 
great ſx, and folly of the afflicted to (pill 
thoſe excellent. cordials prepared and of- 
fered to them, like water upon the ground, 
out of a: froward, or dead ſpirit, under 
trouble. Say not with them, Lam. --3. 
18, 19. My. hope is periſhed from the Lord, 
remembring mine affiit10n and my miſery 
the Worm wood and the Gall. It's a thoakls 
pities. the. wormwood and gall of afflicti- 
on ſhould ſo diſguſt a+ Chriſtian, as: that 
he ſhould not at any time be ableto reliſh 
the ſweetnels that is in Chriſt, and in the 


firſt part of my deſign, in ſhewing : you 
wherein the fin of mourners doth not lye, 
and in what it doth! | 
ſhown you wherein the ſin and danger 


thing- propoſed : namely , to difſwade 
Mourners from theſe finful excefles . of 


moderation upon their paſſions in times 
2 C 3 b .of-y 


ORR, es ome TEES 


W- 43> The unſantified Mourner ſupported. 
mn of port - And O that my words may 
be as, ſucceſsful upon thoſe penfive fouls 
that ſhall read them, as A&zgazls were to 
David, 1 Sam. 25. 32. who when he 
perceived how proper and ſeaſonable they 
were, ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, 
who ſent thee this day to meet me, and 
bleſſed be thy adwvrce. 
Tam ſenſible how hard a task it is, I 
here undertake 3 to charm down ,. and 
- allay mutinous, raging, and tumultuous 
paſlrons , to give a check to the torremt of 
paſſion, is ordinarily but to provoke it,and 
make it rageand ſwell the more. 
- The work is the Lords, wholly 
* - depends upon his power and blefling. 
} Hethat faith tothe Sea, when the waves 
| thereofroar, be till; can alſo quiet and 
 compole the ſtormy and tumnl[tuous Sea 
that rages in the breaſts of the afflicted, 
and caſts up nothing but the froth of vain 
and ufelets complaints of our mes or 
the art of finful and wicked complaints 
* of thedealings of the Lord with us. 
The rod of affiiction goes round and 
* "vaſes. all forts of perfons without  dif- 
ference : It is upon the Tabernacles of the. 
juſt *and of the unjuſt, the.righteous and 
the wicked. both are mourning under che 


The unſanblified Maurner ſupported. qye 
y  TheGodly-arenot: {© tobe minded, as: 
ſs that the other, be wholly neglected,. they: 
| have as ſtrong. and tender, though not” 
e | as regular affecions to their Relations,.. 
| andmuſt not be wholly. ſuffered. ro fink”: 
7, | uſider theirunrelieved burthens.. fs. 
| Here therefore I muſt have reſpect to- 
| two forts of Perfons, whom I find 1n tears 
} | uponthe fame accounts: I mean the lols 
of their. dear. Relations, - the Regenerate- 
s | and the unregenerate, I am: a debtor to 
f {| both, and ſhall-endeavour their ſupport 
 .| and aſſiſtance;  for' even the unregene--* 
| rate call for our help and. mii 
Y | Wy and muſt not be nee”. ſero um miſeran» . 
, | lected and wholly ſlighted-. 7 /: ipſum. 
o& | In their,\ afticzons We. oo 
| | muſt piry:them char: cannot pity them 
; | lelves. 'Fhe Law of God' commands us- 
to help a beaſt, if fallen under its burdens; 
How much; moreca:man. finking under a: 
. load-offorrary 312 0.300 1067 20 eats 
' I confels ufes/ of ' comfort to:therunre-- 
| generate are not (ordinarily ) in uſe. a-- 
mong us, and it may feem: ſtrange whence - 
' | any thing of ſupport ſhould be drawn for 
, | them; that have no ſpecial intereſt in-. 
| { Chriſt; -orpromiſes.- {ob by 
I confeſs-alſop I find my - ſelf under 
great-diladvantages for-thisgwork,, I can- 


not_ offer them thoſe reviving cordials 
» that are contained in Chriſt, and the co- 
venant fo? Gods afflicted people? but yer 
{uch is the goodneſs of God even to his 
; enennes, that they- are not left wholly 
without ſupports, or means to allay their 
- Sorrow. 

If this therefore be thy caſe, who read- 
eſt theſe lines; afflicted and unſanctified, 
mourning bitterly for thy dead friends, 
and more *cauſe to mourn for thy dead 

| foul, Chriſtlefs, and graceleſs, as well 
* a5 childleſs or friendlefs : no comfort in 
hand, nor-yet in hope, full of trouble, 
on no vent by prayer or faith to eaſe thy 
* hearr. 


*-..- Poor creature, thy caſe is fad, but yet 

- donot wholly fink, and ſuffer thy ſelf to- 
' be ſwallowed{up of grief; thou haſt laid 
thy dear one in the grave, yet throw not 
thy ſelf head-long into the grave: after 


> dythymilery: but ſic downa while and 

- . ponder theſe three things - 

F Firſt, That of all perſons 112 the World, 

*.' thou haſt moſt reaſon to be tender over thy 
life and health , and careful to preſerve it ; 
for if thy troubles deftray thee, thou art 

' eternally loft, undone fax ever. og: 

. "farrow ( faith the Apoſtle ) works 4g: : 


44 The anſaptificd Mourner ſupported. = 


ad. Dada HO ao 


him 3 that will not be the way to'reme- | 


| 
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The unſanfified Mourner ſupported, *-4$+ 


And if it works thy death,. it works .thy 
damnation alſo; for Hell follows: that 


pale horſe. Rev. 6. 8. If a Believer dyes, 
' there's no danger of Hell- to him, -.the 
- ſecond death hath no power over him 


but wo'to thee if it overtake thee in thy 
ſin; beware therefore what thou doſt a- 
gainſt thy health. and life. :: Do not put. the 
candle of. ſorrow too near that. thread,by 
mnch thou hangeſt over the mouth of ' + | 
ell. 7 | 
Oitis far better to be childleſs,or friend- 
leſs onearth , than hopeleſs, and remedt- 


leſs in hell. 


Secondly, Own and admire the boun- - 
ty and goodneſs of God manifeſted to thee  ; 
in thisafflition 3 that when - death-came 


into thy family to ſmite and carry off one, 


it had not fallen to thy lot to. be the per- 


ſon ; thy Husband, Wife, or: Child is 


taken, and thou art left 5 Had thy name 
been in the Commiſſion, ' thou hadſt been 
now paſt hope. = oo 
 O the ſparing mercy of God ! the won-  : 
derful long-ſuffering - of God. towards . 1 
thee ! Poſſibly that poor Creature .that 


15 gone never provoked God as thou haſt 
. done 3. thy poor child never abuſed mer- 
cies, neglected calls, treaſured -up *the- 1 
thouſand. part of -that guilt thou. haſt 


«at 7 an ke thd - » att So itteb ds 


gine it ſhould rather have cut thee down, 


that hadſt- ſo provoked God,. than thy 


poor little one. 


© But oh the admirable patience of God !- 
Oh the riches of his-long ſuffering ! Thou-. 
art only warned, not {mitten by it : Is. 
there nothing. in this. worth thankful. 
acknowledgment? Is it-not better to. be in- 
black for-- another on - earth, than in the - 
blackneſs of darkneſs for ever ? Is it not- 


eaſier togo to the Grave with. thy dead 


friend, and weep there; than to go to. | 
Hell among the damned where there is . | 
weeping, . and: wailing, and gnaſhing of. 


reeth ? 


© Thirdly, This affliction for which thou - 


mourneſt, may: be- the greateſt mercy to 


thee that ever yet befel thee in this world. 
God hath: now made -thy heart ſoft by- 


trouble, ſhewed thee the vanity of this 


'World.; and whata poor trifle it is which | 


thou- mad it thy happineſs : There is now 


 adark cloud ſpread over - all thy worldly 
comforts... Now O now, if the Lord- 
would -but. ſtrike in with this affliction, 
and by it open thine eyes to ſee thy deplo-. 
rable ſtate, and -take off thy heart for 


ever from the vain World which thou 


[| pow feſt hath nothing in it 3 and hrs 
| 44 © _ THFE.. 


46" The unſarfiified Mourner ſupported. | 
don : So that cthou mighteſt well ima-. 


_ 


be to the ey 


ald/proye-lite to thy! ſoul;c. 


ava: their txanſereſſion, that they. have. ex- 


creded:r; Her openeth alſo thetr:ear to: diſet- - 
pline, and :commandeth> them: that. they, res - 


turn from 1nquity. 


-- O:conſider poor -penſive creature, that - 


es of men : [Fhen this: - day is. - 
certainly a:day. ok the greateſt mercy taart-- 
_ exer:yetithou ſaweft.  O: happy death,that.- 


- > Why, thivis-ſometimes the way of the - 
Lord with: men, 706-3648, '9:. If they be 
bound. 17. fetters. and holden 1n cords of 
affietion, then” he ſheweth . them their works* \, ? 


thee to chuſe Chriſt the only abiding good  *! 
for-:thy: - portion. ;;.If -now- thy affliction - 
may but bring thy:ſin to remembrance, 
and thy- dead -ftriend- nay but bring thee : 
to- aifenſe of thy dead foul, which is as- 
cold to} Godcand; {pinitual things, as his. - 
body: is:to- threes. and more: Joathſom: in . 
his eyes:than-thaticorps48,. or ſhortly. will - 


» >| 


ry I E 


whichiſtole: away thy heart from God is-- - 


now gone: That { r eat up thy time = 
and thoughts; ithat tifere was no:room: for: © 
God,2ſoul,:or-eternity-in them, is-2one.s : 
All the? vain” expeitations. thou: raiſedſt- 
up to-thy- {elf;. troni chat poor creature:- * 
which now” lies:.in the duſt; are in one: 
day periſhed. ..O-what an:advantage haſt- 1 
thou now'for. Heayen,: beyond what ever - ; 


* 


— 

*F 
ef 

+ 3 


= 
= 


"thou yet hadſt !' If God will but bleſs this 

rod, thou wilt have cauſe to keep many a 

' thankſgiving day. for this day £6 

_ -I pray let theſe three things he pondered 

by you 3 Ican beſtow no mere comforts 

- uponyou, your conditioh bars the beſt 

comforts from you ? they belong to/ the 

_ people of God, and you have yet nothing 
todo. with them. : 


and preſent ſome © choicer comforts. to 
them to whom they properly belong, 
- which may be of great uſe toyou. in read- 
*  ing3 ifit be buttoconvince you. of the 
 blefled priviledge and: ſtate of the people 
|. of Godin the greateſt plunges of troubles 
* mM this world; and what advanta 
their intereſt in Chriſt- gives: them for: 
.. peace and ſettlement beyond- that. ftate 
__ youare 1h. | LARRY FINN 
And here I do with much-more free- 


| the work of counſelling and comforting 
| "rhe afflicted. . You are the fearers of the 


| Ha ts more formidable ro you than che 
 Bpreateſt affliction.  Doubtleſs you would 
-. rather chuſe to bury all your Children than 
* *provoke and grieve.your heavenly Father. 
: Your L Relations .ar e'dear, bur 'Cliiſt--1s 
| _ Gearer tO: you by far. Well 


48 The nſanfified Mourner ſupported. 


I ſhall therefore turn from-you: to them; | 


dom and hope of facceſs, apply my ſelf to 


: Lord, and tremble at his word :: the leaſt 


aA * 2 


Advice and ſupport to the Godly. UT) 
Well then let-me perſwade you to re-' 
- tire a while into your cloſets, redeema 
little time from your unprofitable ſor- 


rows, eaſe and empty. your hearts before 


the Lord, and beg his bleſling- upon the 


following .quieting, and heart compoſt 

conſiderations that follow 3; ſome > 
which are more general and common--: 
ſome more particular and ſpecial, but al 
of them ſach, as through the bleſſing of 


God may be very : uſeful at this time to _ } 


your fouls.  _ - #50 SEPT 5,0 oF 
1. Confid. Conſider 1n "this day of ſor- 
row, who ts the framer and anthor of | thzs 
rod by which yeu now Jmart, Is not the Lord 
and if the Lord hath done 1t, 1t becomes you 
meekly to ſubmit. Plal. 49. 10. Be fill and 
know that I 1m God. © | 


' Manand man ſtand upon even ground; 
afyour- fellow creature do any thing rh 


diſpleafes you, you may not only enquire 


 Whoaid it, but Why head it > You may 

demand his grounds and reaſons for what * ? 
| he hath done 3 but you may not do {6 _ } 
here - It is expected that this one thing . ; 
The Eord hath' done it, ſhould without any 


farther diſputes, or conteſts filence - and 


an you;: whatever it be that he hath 


Job 33. I 3. Why aof thou ferrve fa 


|  garnſtuhim: ©; for bugiveth not an account of | 
| Ze} | any : 


s 


ot 


controuble being. Fi | 

2:Trs a ſhame for a child, to ſtrive with 
his Facher; a-thame for a ſervant tocon- 
trend with his Maſter: but fora: creature 


to quarrel and ftrive with the God © that * 
made him,..O how: ſhameful: isir 2: Sure- 
Iy tis highly reaſonable that you be. ſub: 
Rx co that. will whence you proceeded, - 


and:that he who formed you. and-yours 


ſhould-diſpoſe of both as ſeemerh him - 


g00d. ' It is faid., 2 Sam. .'3.-36. That 
whatſoever the King aid,-pleaſed all." the 


people : and thall any thing” the Lord 
doth diſpleaſe you ? He can do no. wrong. 


Jfwe pluck a Roſe.in the Bud as we walk 


in our Gardens, wha:thallblameus::for 


It; it is our own, and; wemay:crop:it' off 
when” we pleaſe ; Is not this'the caſe ? 
Thy {ſweet bud which was cropt before 
it was fully blown, was cropt off by him 
that-owned it, yea 'by . him that . formed 
it. | If his dominion be abfolute; fare: his 
- difpofal thould be acceptable. : :: - 7 


©: Ic was ſoto good El, 1 Samuel. 18; 


It is the Lord, tet him. do what feemeth | 
hiz good. And it was. ſo. ta David, | 
Pal. 39,*9:: Fwasdumb,: I. opened not my - | 


So ' = 


# $Q . under the leſs oftheir Relations. 
dry of i bus matter; The ſupream being” 
muſt-needs be an unaccountable and un- * 
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t 
by » 


' the Lord hath done it, it is his-plea 


Adviſe and. ſupport-to the Gidly "5% * 


be for ever remembred, That he whoſv.. | 


name alone 16 Tehovah, 1s the moſt high ovens. 
all the earth. Pal. 83 18. "." TH 

The- glorious ſoveraignty of God isil- 
lyſtriouſty difplaied in rwo things, his, a& . 
crees., and his providences. With reſpe& - 
to the firſt he ſaith, Rom. 9. 15. I 4]: 


have mercy on whom I will hawe mercy; 


Here is no ground of diſputing with him z - 
for ſo it is f{aid, ver. 20. Who art thou O'- 
man, that replyeft agarnfſt God ? Shall the 
thing formed ſay to him that formed it, 
Why haſt thou made me thus? Hath not - 
the potter power over the clay ? [IPS 


- And as to his Proviaexcer,, wherein. -* 


his Soveraignty 1s alſo manifeſted. Irs. 
ſaid, Zech. 2. 14. Be /ilent O all fleſh bez. 


fore the Lord, for he 1s raiſed up out of 


hes habitation, Its ſpoken of his provi--. 
dential working in thechanges of. King: . _ 
doms, and delolations that attend-:: 
them. Sk 
Now ſeeing the caſe ftands thus, that - 
fare to 
have it ſo ; and if it. had not beer his-. 
will it could never haye beeh as it is : - 
He that gave thee, (rather lent thee thy 
Relation ) hath taken him. O how quiet - 


» 


| ſhould this conſideration leave thee ! Tf - 


your Lazlora who hath many: years fuf-- 
- .fered: 


fered youto dwell in his houſe, do at 


laſt warn you out of it; though he tell 


=_ not why; you will not contend with 
im, or” ſay he hath done you wrong : 


- * muchleſs if he tell you it will be more 


for his profit and commendation to take 


it into his own hand,than let it to you any 


onger. 


' Doubtleſs reaſon will tell you, you 1 


ought quietly to pack up and quit it. 
Irs your great Landlord from whom you 
Hold (at pleaſure) your own, and your. 
- Relations: lives, that have now warzed 
- you out from one of them, it being more 
forhis glory ( it may be) totakeit in 
' - his own handby death; and muſt -you. 
_ diſpute the caſe with him. .. 
\. +. Come Chriſtian, this no way becomes 


thee, but rather, The Lord. gave, and 


the Lord hath taken, bleſſed be the name. of 


the Lord, - Look off from a dead crea- ' 


ture, lift up thine eyes to the Sovereign , 
wHe, .and holy pleaſure that ordered: this 


affliction : conſtder who he is, and what 


thou art; yea,. purſue this conſideration 


- fill thou canſt ſay, I am filled with the 


will of God. 


2, Conſid. Ponder well the quality. of | 


-the comfort you are deprived of, and re- 
member, that when you had it, it feos 


== -- wider the loſs of their Relations. 4 


ath 


Advice and ſupport to. the Godly. 524 | 
but in.the rauk and order of common and 1 
ferrour comforts. ; =" IIph; 
. Children and all other Relations are 
but common bleſſings, which God in- 
differently beſtows upon his friends and 
enemies, ' and by the having or loſing of 
_ them, no man knows either love or 
| hatred. Ir is ſaid of the wicked, P/al 
' 77: 14. That they are full of- children, 
yea, and of children that do ſurvivethem 
too for, They leave their ſubſtance to their 
$abes. Fufl of fin, yet full: of children; 
and: theſe children} live. to inherit their 
parents fins and eſtates:together:; -: + + + 
- Ir is the miſtaking of; the-quality and 
nature of our enjoyments, that {0 a 
us into trouble when we loſe them. We _ 
; | think there is ſo neceflary a connexion - -/ 
| berwixttheſe creatures and our happineſs 
q that we are utterly undone when they. 


| failus. ERS | | 

» |. .c::Dot, this -is our miſtake; there is-no j 

Ss | ſuch neceſſary conneftion or dependance; - : 

t-| we may. be happy. without theſe things. : 

a | Itis not father,.: mother, wife, or child, - 

e. | in which our chief good and -felicity lies, 2: 
we :have. higher, better, and more en- ' 

pf | during things than theſe, all theſe may 
periſh, and yet our foul. ſecure and ſafe 

yeaand our comfort in the way, as well ?: 
1 y k T2422, x de --. 3 
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comfort his people with. then theſe, and 


worſe rods to afflict 'you with than the - 
removal of theſe :' had 'Godleryour'chil- 
dren live and flouriſh; and given youeale- 
and reſt it your Tabernacle 3- but in the: | 
mean time inflicted ſpiritual Judgments 


upon your fouls, How much- more {ad 
had your caſe'been. is RIES * 


_* But'as Jong*as-our beſt: mercies are all. 
lafe, the: things* that have :falvation in. 


them remain, | and only" the things that 


have vanity' in-them-are removed :- you. 
are- not prejudiced, 'or much hindred as- 
coche-attaininent of iyan-laſb;end by the. 


Ls 


lob of theſe things, © 0 4tt 1 
: Alas," it was'\not:Chriſts mtent to-pPur- 


chaſe: for you a ſenſual content mn the en-. 


joyment of theſe earthly comforts, but to 


redeem you from all iniquity 3 purgeyour- 


corrgptions; ſan@ifteiyour natures, wean 
yory hears from thisvain-world ; and{o 
to: di{pofe: and order your preſent cordi- 


-. tion; that- finding no'' reſt and content | 
here, . you 'might the -more ardently-pant | 


ahd figh-afier the reſt- which remains for 


thepeople of God: ' And are you! not: in. 


24probdble a way to! attain this end now 
as you. : were -before-?2 Do you "think 
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2s end; may be ſafe enough though the(e- 
be gone. God hath. better things to- 
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Advice and ſupport to the Godly, yy" 
you are not as likely by theſe methods of, 3 
| providence to be weaned from the world, 
as by more pleaſant and proſperous ones 3 
Every wiſe man reckons that ſtation and 
condition to be beſt for him, which moſt 
- | promotes and ſecures his laſt end- and 
- |. great deſign. RE 
\ Well then , reckon you are as well 
without theſe things as with them 3 yeaz. 
and better too, if they were but (clogs 
- | and ſhares upon your afftedtions; you have 
. | really loſt nothing, if the things -wherein' 
your eternal happineſs confiſterh be-yer- 
"| ſafe. Many of Gols deareſt children 
have been denied ſuch comforts as theſe, 
| and many have been deprived of ther? 
and yet never the farther from Chriltafe* 
heaven for thar. "1 + 
+2, Conſid. Alwates remember that how' 
ſon and unexpeFed ſoever your parting" 
with your Relations was, yet: your Leaſe: 
enjoyed them every moment of the time that: 
God intended thews for you. HA 
Before this Relation whoſe lols*- you. 


was exprred before you. loft them, and you.  } 


lament; was born, the time of-your ene! _ } 


joyment - and ſeperation was unalterably* 
| fixedand limited in heaven, by the God? 
| ofthe ſpirits of all fleſh; and although it/- 
| was a. fecret [to you, ,whilſt your” friend? 


Pg 


"was with you : yet now it is a plain and 
evident thing that this was the time of-- 
ſeperation before appointed 3; and thar 
the life of our friend could by no means | 
be protracted or abreviated, butmuſt keep 
you company juſt ſo far,and then part with 
you. . 
* This poſition wants no full and clear 
Scripture authority for its foundation, 
how pregnant and full is that Text, 7ob 
24. 5. 6. - Seeing his aayes are determned , 
the number of his exmonths are with thee 
Thou haſt appotnted him his bounds which 
be cannot paſs. ; 
\. Thetime of our life as well as the place 
of-our habitation was prefixed before 
 Wewere born. - 
It will greatly conduce to your ſettle- 
ment and peace to be well eſtabliſhed in 
this truth That the appointed time was 
fully come ,, when you and your dear Re- 
lation parted ; for it will prevent and 
fave a great deal of trouble which comes 
from our after Reflections. 


O, if this had been done or that omit- | 


ted, had it not been for ſuch miſcarriages: 
_ and over-{ights, my dear husband, wife,or 
child, had beenalive atthis day? no , no, | 
the Lords time was fully come, and all 
things concurred and fell in as ta | 
Br v7 bring} 
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bring about the pleaſure of his will ; let 
that ſatisfie you 3 had the ableſt Phyſitians 
in the world been there, or had they rhat 


| were there, preſcribed another courſe, as 


it isnow, fo it would have been, when 
they had done all. Only it muſt be pre- 
caution'd, that the decree of God no way 
excuſes any voluntary ſinful neglects or 
miſcarriages. God over-rules theſe things 
to ſerve his own ends, but no' way ap- 
proves them 5; -butir greatly relieves, a- 
gainſt all our involuntary,and unavoidable 


over-ſights, and miſtakes about the uſe of _ _ ? 


means, or the timing of them; for it could 
not be otherwiſe than now its. "fly, 
O4jeF. Burt many things are alledged 
_ this poſition, and that with much 
eeming countenance from {uch Scriptures 
as theſe. Pal. 54. 25. Blood thirſty men 
ſhall not live out half: their days. ' Ecclef. 
7. 18. Wey ſhouldft thou dye before thy time. = 
Pal. 102. 24. O my God, take me not away 
in the midſt of my days. 11a. 28. 10; I 
am deprived of the reſidue of my years. And 


| Prov. 10. 27. - The. fear of. the Lord pro- 


kengeth dayes, but the years of the wicked 
ſhall be ſhortned, It is demanded, what to- 


| lerable ſenſe.-we can give theſe Scriptures, 
| whilſt we infert an unalterable fixation of 
| the term of death 
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> 28 wnger the loſs of dear Relations, || 


'Sol-' The ſenſe of all theſe Scriptures | 
will be cleard up to full ſatisfaction by 
_ dCiſtingiſhing death and the terms of it. 


- Firſt we muſt diſtinguiſh death into, | 


Natural 
and * 6 
p f Violent . 
.- The wicked-and - blood thirſty man 
ſhall not live our halfhis days : ( z. e. ) 
half (o long as he might live according to| 
the courſe of nature, or the vigour and 
:Foundnelſs of. his natural conſtitution : for | 
'his , wickednels eicher drowns nature in 
4n exceſs of riot and luxury , or expoſes 
him co the hand of juſtice , which cuts 
him off for his wickedaefs before he hath] 
accompliſhed half his days. egc=ee 3 
- Again we muſt diſtinguiſh of the Term 
or limit for death, which is either, 

_ General, | 

= 
be LIT Special 

' The general limit is now ſeventy or 
. eighty years; Pfal. go. To. The day 
of our years are threeſcore years and ten,| 
and if by reaſon of ftrength they be four-\ 
ſcore years, yet 1s their ftrength- labour and 
ſorrow. To'this ſhort limit the life of 


man is generally reduced fince the flood;] - 
_ 1; | andy - 
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and though their be fome few exceptions; 


yet,the: general: rule: is not: thereby: . de- 
ſtroyed. 

The ſpecial: limit is thet proportion of 
time which God by his own counſel.and 
WH! hath allotted to everyindividual per- 
don 3i;andiv-is'oaly-known ito us by (the 
event|:-"Fhis weathrmito be 2 fixed; and 
unmovable tern? ;-- with-it-all things thall 
fall.in, and obſerve. thewill- of God in 


 4nour diſſolution at 'thattime. - But be: - 


cauſe the . general: limit is: known; ...and 
this ſpecial: imi;4s:a:ſecrecthicin Gods 
ownbreaſt-.3: Thevefofe man-reckons:by 
the former - account, and/may befaid 
when he dyes-at thirty:or- forty years old 
to be cut off inthe midſt of his dayes:; for 
it 'is '{o ;, - reckoning: by-the general: ac- 
count: though:tie be norcut off «1tit}-the 
m_ of his days; reckoning by: his ſpecial 
1Mir.- 

Thus he that is wicked 'dies before bis 
time, :-:( 2. e..) thetime he might attain 
to in an ordinary. way;: -but nor before - 
the time God: hath.appointed. And 4d i in 
all other obje&ed Scripmu fl | 
- Ir as ndt proper;at Vl: in 1 abject of 
this nature to digreſs into a 'controverſie. 
Alas,” the:poor: Monrner ;. overwhelmed 


with 'grief hath no-pleaſure in tharz-ic. is 
= ;:3n0t 
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not proper for him at this time; and there- 
fore I ſhall for the preſent, wave the con” f 
troverſie, and wind up this conſideration | 
withan humble and: ſerious motion. to | 
the afflicted 3 that they will wiſely 'con- | 
lider the matter , the Lords time was Þ. 
come. | Your Relations lived: with you | 

every moment that:God intended(them |- 
for you, before you had them. C 
- OParents ! mind: this I beſeech yon; Þ 
the time of your childs continuance in the | 
womb, was fixed toaminute by the Lord; | 
and when the parturient :fulneſs of that | 

time was'come;: Were you not willing'it 
ſhould be delivered thence into the world? 
The tender Mother . would not have it | 
abide” one - minute-. longer in the womb 
how well ſoever ſhe loved it : And is | 
there not the ſame reaaſon we. thould'be 
willing when (ty gee iscome 
to have it delivered by death out of this | 
. Nate, which. in reſpe& of the lifeof Hea- 
. Fenzis butias the life ofa child in thewomb 
0 its life inthe open/world, '' 

*. And ketnone fay the death of children 
5'4-pr#xmature: death. God hath wayes to 
Tipenthem for Heaven, whom he intends 
to- gather thicher betimes, which we know. 
not In reſpect of ficnes they dye ina full 
age, though they be cut off in the bud ” 


F. Advicand ſupporg to the Godly 6%: _ Z 


' He. that appointed the ſeaſons of the 
year, appointed the ſeaſons of ouggcom- 
| fort in, Relations: and as thoſe--feaſons 
| cannot be altered, no more can: theſe. _ 
- All the courſe of providence is: guiged by 
} an unakterable decree ? what 


alls out 


FT: caſually . to our - apprehenſion,  yet- falls 
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- out neceſfarily in reſpect of Gods appoint- 
| ment... . - | MENT £4 nts tt 
F ..,O.therefore be quieted in it, this mult 
_ needs beas it is. | wy a2 
4. Conſid. Hath God. ſmuitten-your dare 


ling, and taken away the delight z JOUY 
eyes with this ſtroke # Bear. this troke with 
patience and quiet ſubmiſſion : for honn 
know. youbut your trouble might have been 


greater from the life , than it 1s now from + 


the death of your-chilaren ? ' 


- _ 


to ſay, Irs better weep for. ten deadchil- 


dren, than for- one living cluld : a living 
child may - prove a continual dropping, 
{63,2 continual dying to the parents heart. 


ata fad word was that. of David..ta* 


Abiſhat,2 Sam. 16.11, Behold, ſaith he, wy 
ſou which came out of. my bowels ſecketh my 
life. I remember Sexeca in his confolatory 
Epiſtle.to his friend Marall,. b 


. 


- 


his child: 


4 © 
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Sad experience made a holy-man once - 


-\ 
= 


olatory 
Els 2 
his friend thus aggravating the death of 
+5 £ - aF - * © _ 4 


"I" 
— 


Il 


: 


wy under the loſs of aear- Ralations. 
| 0, faich Marullus, Had #zy thild lived 


* with-me, te how great - mo-. 


Sengeab. _Epiſt aeſty, gravity, ana prudence 
idk oP might my 'aiſciphne have 
Formed and moulded him ? But, fanth Sene- 
Ca, (1 whech us more to be feared ) he might 
e been as others moſtly are ; for look, | 

(a th he): what children come even «out 
of the worthieſt famnltes;, ſuch who exerciſe 
th their own and athers Iufts ; 1 all 
whoſe life there 1s mt. a day without 
the marks of ſame notortous wickedneſs 


21p01, it; 


I: know your render love to your chil- | 


dren wilt {ſcarce admit ſuch jealoufies-of 
them , they are for preſent ſweet, lovely, 
innocent companions 3 and you doubt not. 
but by bo care: of their education, and 
* -prayer for them, they might have been 
the joy of your hearts, 

Why, doubtleſs Eſan, when he. Was 


little and in his tender age, promiſed- as | 


auch comfort- to- his - parents as 7acos 
did-3 and I queſtion oo but [/aac. and 


Rebecca (a, gracious -pair ) ſpent,” as many 
at befto towed: 'as many- holy 


yers, a 
The ſel updn him as they- did- upon, : his. 


Brofher::-But when the child'grew up 
ro: riper years., then he became a ſharp 


| 


| 


azo to his Frags: ; for it -isſaid i xd in - 


Advice and: ſupport tothe Godly. 63 
Gen, 26%: 54 That -when Eſau was forty 
years old;] He: toak, to» Wife - Fnarth® the 
daughter of” Berith the Hittite, whith wins 
a. er1f 'of- mind ito: Iſaac and Rebecra; © 
| The word in the-original;- 7 mY 
comes from -a root that ſig- ecran _ amart- 
nies | r0- imbirter'; This | tudo anim.. 
elle: imbittered the minds of his. parents . 
y his -rebellion” agdinft them, arid: dei 
Gn their counſells. - *- 

AndT cannot: doubt but Hirakiw dif 
ciplinfd his: family as' ſtriealy- as any 'of 
you, never'man recciyes'an higher enco> 
min from God upen-that account,” oe ; 
18. Wo. [' brow him, that he well commit 

rye and bis houfpodld” afted ous © 

ſhalk keep the why of the Lord: Nor 4 
a Th ink bur hebeftowed'as many and . - 
ty yers for: ls Geng -2nd 
hy Or Ns «7 148" any 2of © 
tr : "ore « x-very g 
Hee al ofie vega. br 'Geni27; 18. 
thut Iſhmael mich live before thee : a a yer 
you know how-he -proved , - a- fon 
Edo” him no more: comfort, that 
&to Turob: and” Reberey: .: wort >, 251 

-O how much more common: i8*4t; #6e 
po to a oat vices tid or) Xt 
cmiaten, than their- vetmes- arid prtes: 
Hint Where on parent te refoyee in 


v4.4 


Go —mander theleſs of Dear Relations. 
beholding the grace of. God.thinisg forth 
in. the lite o£ his' child 3- there are-twenty, 

it. may-bean-hundred, that liveco behold, 

to their vexation- and grief; the workings 
of corruption in them. 

-- Ir is a-note of Plutarch 

260 Moral. Þ. 5n his Morals, Niacles (faith 

.* he): lived not to [ſee the 

noble 'Vidtory - obtained by Thewiftocles 


his Son, Nor Meltiades to ſee the barrel 


his Son G20 .won in the: field. Nor 
Zantippus to hear his Son Pericles Preach, 
5 make Orations. ; Ar:/toz never: heard 

Son  Plats's. lectures and diſputations. 
-"But.men ( faith he. \ commanly.: Ives a0 {ee 
- = their children fall a. Gaming, Revelling, 
"Er and ' 7 rand op 
live to ſee ſuch things to heir ſorrow. 
And if Honpe 2. gracious ſoul,.-O, what 
A cut... would be he to-thy vary Sg 
to. ſee thoſe ry by AR ſpake of his 


tom ) that came out of thy bowels Ahſor 


ſinning againſt God, that God whom 
thou = and whoſe honour is dearer 
to thee than thy. very life ! 

Burt admit ; they ſhould. prove, Ry 
and hopefull. —_ yet, mighteſt - thou 
not live to: ſee more miſery come yu 
- them then thou .couldſt endure .to-ſee;? 


© think what a ad 4d doleful Ge 9s 


. 10/75 4 ; - 
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_.  wders tbe oſs of ata Relatfini.” 8d 
that to Zealthiah, Jer: 50:10: The King of 
Babylon brought . his. children and ſlew thens 
before his eyes. Horrid ſpectacle !' and:that 
leads to'the.' | RS» 
-» 5, Confid. How know youbut by this ftroke+ 
which you fo lament,” God hath taken them: 
away from the evil to'come ? 

- It 1s Gods uſual way when ſome ex- 
traordinary - calamities are coming upon 


the- World, to hide'fometof his weak and ]. 


render ones out of the way'by:death, - Ia. 


57. 7, 2. He: leaves: ſorme::and- removes: 
others,. but.taketh care forthe ſecurity of” 
all. He provided a grave for M-thuſelah+. 


before theflood. - The grave isan- hiding 
place to:fome;and Gat: ſees it betrer>for” 2 
them 'to-be-;under [groutid; than\ above: | } 
gromd mf{uchrevildayes '4 . 6 = 19 
Juſt as a careful and. tender Father;: 
who hath a Son abroadat School, hearing 
the Plague is broken out, in; or near the 
place; ſends his' Horſe -preſently to fecch- 
home his Son; before the danger and difh-. 
culty be greater. Death is our' Fathers 
pale. Horſe, which he ſends to fetclhome- 
his tender children, and:carry themour of- 
harms:way: fr ild < eieiny  pileg ae 
+ gurely, when National calamities' are. 


drawing 0n,:itis.far better, for our friends: 


to be in the grave inpeace; than expoſed 
F D 3 Q. 


66. Advice dhd.: ſupport to-Yhe Gadly. 

to the miſeries- and diſtreſles that are-here 
which. is the: meaning of Fer. 22. 10, 
Weep. rwt . for the dead, neither | bemann. 
him ; but weep for him that -goeth away, 
fer vhe (ſhall return no more, nor ſee his na- 
trove Gountry.. þ | i 

And is there not a dreadful ſound of 
. troubles now in our ears > Do not the 
alouds gather blackneſs? Surely all things 
. round about us feenffto be preparing and 
- diſpoſing themſebves for. aftliffion. The: 
E dcayes'may benigtr inwhich you ſhall (ay, 
” Bleſſed 15 the womb that never bare, and the: 

paps that jever. gave ſuck. JE 
— - Ic was in theday wherein the faith. and 
- patience” of: the: Samts were exerciſed: | 

- thatdfo/me heagd: a voice fromheaven ſay-: | 
* ing to him, Witte; Bleſſed : are:the dead 
which die 117 the Lord from henceforth. 

Thy friend by an a& of favour is dif-- 
banded by death, ' whilſt thou thy felf art; 
left ro (endure a'grear fight of affliction! } . 
And now if troubles come;. thy cares and | 
fears willbe fo :much the'lefs, and thy. | 
own death ſo :much the eaſter to thee | 
when fo much of-thee is in. heaven alrea- 
'dy. Inthis caſe, the Lord by a/merci-. 
fal 'difpenfarion is” providing both for 
their fafery, and -chy'own. caſter patlage to: 

A | n. 


So. de hd T 
T—_—_ ——_—_— v bo wy 


. furprized with 


In removing thy friends before hand > 


he ſeems to ſay to thee-as hedid to Peter 


Jobn 14. 7. What 1 ao thou kroweſt not 


mow, but hereafter thou (halt know 1t:. 


The eye of Providence hath a profpect 
far beyond thine ; it would be in .proba- 


bility an harder task for thee to leave them: 
| behind, than to follow them. - 7 
A tree that is deeply rooted in. the- 


earth; requires many. ſtrokes to fel] it,but 
when its roots are- looſened before-hand;. 
then an eafie ſtoke layes.it down upon the: 


-. 445 
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.-6 Conſfid. A- parting ture muſt. needs: 


rome. and why 1s not this as ' good as anos 
they ? You knew before-hand, your cliild. 
or friend was mortal, and that the thread. 2 
that linked you together , niuſt. be cut;. 2 


If any one (ſaith Baja) had 


asked you ;, when your _cipe neceſſarta , 


child was born, what is ' quam multi poſt © 
that which is born? what | lufnm tum lu 


would you have anſwered? 7 © 
Would you _ bow ſaid wy 6 895 
it15aman? andit a manz- thena”Mortal: 
vaniſhing thing. And why then are you 


dead 2? : 


He( faith Sexeca,) who. Seneca's Ep« A; 


complains. that . one- is 824+. 


D 4 Y ; dead,. 
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' AFquo anini0 ex- % 


wonder to feea dying thing. 
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68 Advice avd ſupport to the Godly 
dead, complains that he was a man. . All 


mett [are under. the ſame condition, to 


whoſe ſhare ic falls to be born, to him it 
remains todye. | 

. .. Weare indeed diſtinguiſhed by the in- 
tervals, but equalized in the ifſue, {t 7s ap- 
pornted to all men once to dye. Heb. 9. 27. 
{. ih is a Statute: Law of Heaven in the 
cale. Tn 

* , Poſſibly you think this is the worſt 
time for parting that could be z had you 


© enjoyed it longer, you could have parted 
- eaſter, but how are you deceived in that ? 
The. longer you had enjoyed it, the loa- 


ther ſtillyou would have beento leaveir: 


> the deeper itwovid have rooted it ſelf in 


your affetion. _ : | 


. Had God-given you ſuch/a priviledge 
aS Was once granted to the Engliſh parlra- 


F went; that the union betwixt you and 


your friend ſhould nor be diſſolved, till 
you your ſelf were willing-.it ſhould be 
diſſolved; When, think you would you 
have been willing it ſhould be diflolved ? 


_ ?..Its well: for ns and ours that. our times 


arein Gods hand, and not in our own. And: 


. how immature fvever it ſeemed to: be 


when ic was cut down 3-yet it came to 


 thegrave ina full age, as a ſhock of corn 


in its ſeaſen. Joh 5.26. They that are 17 
4 2 f A Chriſt 


unſeaſonably whenſoever they dye ( Saitht- 
one upon the Text) They 7 
dye in a good ola age, yea © © 


though they aye tn the Spring and flower of - 


) youth, they dye 1n 4 good old age. (1. &. ) 


They are ripe for acath whenever they aye. 


When ever the Godly dye; it's harweſt-time | + 

with him : though 1 a natural capacity he 

be cut down while he 1s. green } and cropt . 
7 


in the bud or bloſſom ; yet tn his Spiritual: *® 
capacity he newer dyes before he 1s ripe 5 God 


can ripen bis ſpeedily, he: can let out ſucks 


warm rayes and beams of h1s ſpirit upon them 
as ſhall ſoon maturate the feeds of grace unto at; * 


preparedneſs for Glory. 


It was doubtleſs the moſt fic and fea- 7 


fonable time for them that ever they.could: 
dye tn, and as it 4$'a. fat time-for them, ſo- 
for you alſo. * Had it: lived longer, it 
might either have engaged you more 
and fo your parting would have beer har- 
der ; - or elſe have puzzled and/ſtumbled 
you more by diſcovering its-natural cor- 
ruption- : \and-. then what a Ringing. ag- 
avationoof your forrow would that have 
en? | big 
Surely the Lord. of time- is the beſt 
Judge of timez and in nothing do we 


D 5 then 


under the leſs of dear Relations. - 2 7 
Ghri/t,, and in the Covenant, never | dye 
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more diſcover our folly ,. and ra{hneſs, 
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m0: Atviteand ſupport to the Godly: 


then in prefuming.to fix the:times either- 
of ' our, comforts ' or troubles ': as to our 
comforts, we. never. think they cat come- 


_ too foon, we would have them preſently, 


whether the.ſeafon be fit or not, as Numb. 
12.'13. Heal her wow Lord, O let it be 
done ſpeedily ; we are in poſt-haſt for our 


comforts; and for our afflictions,we never 


think they come late enough:; not at this 
time Lord, rather at any other time than 


= NOW. | | ; 

” Butitis good toleave the timing both. 
- of the one: and: the other to him, whoſe 
works are all beautiful in their ſeaſons, |. 
i andnever doth any thing in an improper. | | 
e276 rume. "1 
K 7. Conlid. Callto mind in this day of | 
* trouble, the Covenant you have made with 


God, and what \you- ' folemply promiſes 
-»f in the day' you. took: hims for your 


Ic will be very ſeafonable and. uſeful | 


for- thee, Chriſtian at this time to reflect 


upon. theſe tranſactions, and the frame of 


thy heart in thoſe dayes, when an heavi- 
er load: of ſorrow-preſt thy heart, than 
thou now feeleſt - AI 

In thoſe your ſpiritual. diſtreſſes when 


the burden of fin lay heavy, the. carfe of 


the Law,the fear ofhell,che dread of ok 


S 


we _ 


danger with the loſs of all earthly com-. 


A. a a. 2a ww 


 *thana Chriſtleſs ,. Grace 
- =: Soul: 


. ſecret , . when he. was working up thy* 


| Wo ealie -, ds at that time it ſeemed to- 
' thee. | 


- 
wn, 


under the boſs of dear Relation. Tr 
and Eternity beſet thee on-every:{ide; and. 
ſhut thee up to Chriſt, the only door of 
hope: Ah what good news wouldſt thou 
then have accounted it, to eſcape that. 


- Was not this thy cry - in thoſe dayes ;. 
Lord give- me Chritt , - and geny-me 
_ what ever elſe thou pleaſeſt---Pardor. 
my fin, fave my ſoul ;. and-4n;order tor 
' both, unite me with Chriſt;;and[-will- 4 
never repine or open my. moth; Do» = 
. what thou wilt with me'3; tet'me be- 
friendle(s , let me childle(s y;Jet. mar 4 
\thing” rather 3 
6; Hopcle(S: 


be poor, let me be "PF! 


o& 4 
%, 


- And when the Lord 'hearkened:tothy* * 
ery , andſhewed thee mercy whem:het +4 
drew thee off from the world .into* thy” 
cloſet, and there treated with. thee n+ © 


heart to the terms of his Covenant, and*® 
made thee willing to accept Chriſt upaw. 
his own terms : O then how heartily didft- 
thou ſubmit to his yoak as moſt reaſonable: 


Call.to mind theſe dayes , theſecret: 
places where Chart and you made. the+ | 


' 723 Advice and ſupport tothe Gadyy.. 
bargain.” Have not theſe words, or words 
to this ſenſe, been whiſpered by thee into 
his ear witha dropping eye, and melting 
—_z 4 Hs 1 
© Lord Jeſus, here am I a poor guilty 

* ſinner, deeply laden with fin, fear and 
* trouble upon one hand, and there is a 
* juſt God, a ſevere Law, andeverlaſting_ 
© byrnings on the other hand ; but bleſ- 
© ſed be God , Obleſſed be God for Jefus 
* the Mediator who interpoſeth betwixt 
* meand it. Thou art the only door of 
© hope at which I can eſcape, thy blood 
$the only means of my Pardon and Sal- 


- © vation. Thon haſt ſaid, Come unto me 


© all yea that Labour, and are heavy Laden. 
© Thou haſt promiſed that he that com- 
; meth to thee ſhall in no wiſe be caſt 
Our. | 
© Blefled Jeſus,” thy poor creature 
* cometh to thee upon thele encourage- 
© ments : I come, Obut it is with many 
* Raggerings, with many doubts and 
© fears-of the iſſue ; yet'I am willing to 
| *come and make a covenant with thee. 
' © this day. £10165] 224460363 LOA 
© F take thee thisday to be:my Lord 
and ſubmit heartily to all thy diſpoſals: 
Do what thou wilt with me or with 
mine: let me be rich or -poor, - any. | 
| thing | 


> . 0.0 


under the loſs of dear Relations. 53 
* thing or nothing in- this World. Iam 
© willing to be as thou wouldſt have me. 
© And] do likewiſe give my {elf to thee - 
* this day to be thine; all I am, all 1 
* have ſhall be thine? thine to ſerve thee, 
- © and thine tobe diſpoſed.at thy pleaſure. 
© Thou ſhait henceforth be my higheſt 
* Lord, my cheifeſt good, my laſt end. 
*.' Now.Chriſtian, make good to Chriſt * | 
what thou ſo ſolemnly promiſedſt him: -; 
He, I fay, He hath diſpoſed of this thy + 
dear Relation as pleaſed him ; and is there- \ - 
by trying thy uprightneſs in the Covenant : 
which thou mad'ſt with him : Now where * 
is the ſatisfaction and content thou promi-. 4 
ſedſt to take in all his diſpoſals? Where is 7? 


that Covenanted ſubmiſſion to his Will 2 7 


didſt thou except this affliction that is 
come upon thee ? | WO 
Didſt thou tell him, Lord, EF will be con- 
; - tent thou ſhalt when thou pleaſeſt take 
any thing I have, ſave only this Hys- 
band, - this Wife or this dear Child 5 Ire- 
ſerve this out of the bargain: I ſhall ne- 
ver indure- that thou - thoulſt kill this 
comfort. If ſo, thou- didſt in all this bat - 
prove thy ſelf an hypocrite: . If. thou walt 
{mcere in thy Covenant, -as Chriſt had no _ 
reſerves on his part, ſo thou hadſt none | 
on thine. YE 26542 bs 


74 Advice and ſupport to the Godly. 
-:Itwas all without any exception thou 


then relignedſt ro him, and now wilt thou 
go back from thy word, as one that had 


our-promiſed himſelf, and repents the 


bargain ; Or at leaſt as one that hath for- 
gotten theſe ſolemn tranſactions in the 
gayes of thy diſtreſs. Wherein hath Chriſt 
failedin one tittle that he promiſed thee 2 


Charge him if thou canſt with the leaft» 
unfaichfulneſs : He hatch been faith- 
ful co a tittle on his- part, O be thou fo - 


upon thine this day.it's put tothe proof, 
remember 'what thou haſt promiſed 


him. | rac | 
+. - 8, Confid. But if thy Covenant with God 
” mil not quiet thee , yet methinks God s Go- 


- cenantwith thee might be preſumed to ao 


" 7 he 9 

Is thy family which was lately hope- 
fal and flouriſhing, a. peaceful Tabernacle, 
now broken up afd ſcatcered ? 'Fhy po- 
ſterity from which thou raiſedſt up: to 


| thy {elf great expectations of comfort 
in old age cut off? So that thou art now, 


like neither. to have a name or memorial 
left thee in the earth.. 


\ . .. Doſt thou ſitalone and mourn to think 


whitherto: thy hopes and comforts are 
row come ? PIES 1 

Doſt read over thoſe words of Job, 
Ml 23 Chap. 


WY CO ITT" FYRO on. 


y—— yr I nts 


—_ PIs TIE oes 


> EED—— 


under the loſs of dear” Relations. 7x 
Chap..29. 1, 2, 3,45. and comment up-. 
on them with many tears, O that I were: 
as 1n months paſt, as 1n the day when God! 


' preſerved me | when his candle ſhined upon 


my head, ara when by his Iight I walked: 
through darkneſs ' 4s I was 1n the aayes 
of my youth, when the ſecret of God 'was- 
upon my Tabernacle, when the Almighty 
was yet with me, when miy children were' 
about me. : 
- Yet let the Covenant God hath made 
with thee, comfort thee in this thy deſo- 
late condition. 


You know what domeſtick tronbles -? 


ly. David met with ina fad fuccefion,, - 4 


not only from the dearh of Children: bur” ** 


which was much worſe, from the wicked: 
lives of his Children. There was Inceſt; 
Murder, and Rebellion in his Family a 
far ſorer trial than death in their infancy” 
could have been : And yet. ſee how: 
ſweetly he relieves-himſelf fram the Co- 
venant of grace, in 2 Sam. 23. 5, Al- 
though my houſe be not ſo with God, yet he 
hath made with me ax everlaſting Grvenant, 
ordered 112 all things and ſures, for this 1s 
all -my Salvation, and my defore, although he. 
make it not to grow. | 
. I know this place principally refers to- 


_-Ehriſt, who-was to ſpring out of Davids 


Family 


96 Advice and ſupport to the Godly 
Family according- to Gods Covenant 
made with him in that behalf: And yer 
I doubt not but it hath another, though- 
les principal aſpect upon his own family 3 
over all the afflictions and troubles where- 
of the Goverant of God with him, did 
abundantly comfort him. 5 

 Andas it comforted him, although his 
houſe did not' increaſe, and. thoſe that 
were left were not ſuch as he gelired :.So. 
it may abundantly comfort you alſo, 
whatever troubles or deaths be upon your 
= families, who have an intereſt in the Co-. 


ww % . 


” + yenant. For, 


E . Firf, if you be Gods Covenant peo- 
” ple, though he may affi4, yet he will 
© never forget you, Fſal. 3. 5. He 1s ever 
mindful of h:s Govenant. You are as much 
upan his. heart in your deepeſt afflictions, 
as in the greateſt flouriſh of your proſpe- 
riey:7 ©: 21 oy 0, 
.- You find it hard to forget your child, 
though it be now turned to- an. heap of 
corruption:s and loathſom rottenneſs ; 
O how doth your. mind run upon' it 
night and day ! ' your thoughts tire not. 
upon that object : Why,. ſurely its: much. 
more eaſie tor you to forget- your dear 
child- whilſt living and moſt endearing, 
much more when dead and ate: 


" under the loſs of dear Relations, 5 
than it is for your God to forget you. 
Ifa. 49. 15. Gan a woman forget. her ſuck- 
ing Child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 
paſſion upon the Son of her Womb ? Tea, 
= y may forget, yet will not I forget 
tee. | 
Gan a Woman, the more affetionate 
ſex, forget her fucken child ;, - her own 
child; and not a nurſing child : her own 
child whilſt it hangs on-che' breaſt; and - 
together with the milk from the breaſt, 1 
draws love from its Mothers heart : Cat 
ſuch a thing as this be in nature? poſhblys 3 
ic may 3 for creature love is fickle and vas 
riable : But I: will not forget thee, .Its an» 7 
everlaſting Covenant. ' ' | "x 2400.5 
Secondly, As he will never forget you | 
in your'troubles 3 ſo he will order all 
your troubles for your good ;/ Its a well - 
ordered Covenant, or a Covenant cry 
ditpoſed': So that every thing ſhall work 
together for your good. __ OS 
The Covenant fo orders all your trials, 
ranks and diſpoſes your various troubles 
10, as that they ſhall in their orders and 
places ſweetly co-operate and joyn their 
united influences to make you happy. - 
Poflibly you can't ſee how the preſent 
afliction ſhould be: for your good, you. 
; XA8H] - = 


28 Advice ana ſupport to the Godly _ 
areready:to ſay with-Fazob, Gen. 42. 36. 
Foſeph ts not, and Simeon 1s not; and ye 
will take Benjamin away ;, all theſe things 
are agarfioe. But could you once fee 
how ſweetly and orderly all theſe afflicti- | 
ons work under the blefling and influence - 
of the Covenant to' your eternal good ; 
you would not only be quiet, [but thank- 
ful for that which now to much aftlicts 
- and troubles you. | 
_  Theraly, This Covenant is. not only 
well ordered in all things but fave, the 


a norgees contained in it are called the [xre 
"xt 


. .anertresof Davia, If. 55. 3. Now how 
- [weet, how . ſeaſonable :a ſupport doth. 
this conſideration give to Gods afflicted | 
- . under therod! You lately - made your 

ſelves: frre. of that Gonrndeohniiier which 
hath forſaken you. It may be you faid of 
Your child which is now gone, as Lamech 
ſaid of his Son Noah, Gen. 5. 29. This | 
fame ſhall comfort us concerning our work, 
and toyl of our hands, Meaning that his Son 
ſhould not only comfort them by affifting 
them in the work of their hands, but for 
enjoying the fruit of their-toil and pains for 

oo DO 


Probably ſuch thoughts you havehad 
and-ratſed up to your felves great ex- 
pecations. of Comfort in your _ age 
34 TOM 


ahder\the loſsof dear: Relatrons. . 78 © 
from it:3 but now. you ſee you built upon 
| the ſand; and where were you now, it 
you bad nota firmer bottom to build up- 
on? But:blefled be God, the Covenant< 
| mercies are. more ſure and {lid :-- God): 
- | Chriſt, and heaven, never ſtart cr fade 
as theſe things do. | 4.39.3 
The {ſweeteſt creature enjoyments you 
ever had: or have in this World, cannot; 
ſay to you-as-your God doth. { will never, - + 
lexve thee: wor forſake thee. You nault part F 
with your dear Husbands, how :well-{o-; + 
ver you love them 3 you _tnuſt-bid adiew;., 3 
_ tothe Wife of your boſom, hownearly'# = 
| ſoeveryour affections be linked, and heart” * 3 
_ delighted+in'her.. Your Children and you. ® 
muſt.be feperated, though they be to you; 
as your own-iſoals': ot gt 1 hn OR 
- But though theſe vaniſh away, bleſſed. 
| be God chere is ſomerhing that abides. : 
\ Though all fleſh be as graſs, and the goadlt-. 
neſs of it as the flower of the graſs, though 
the' graſs withereth; and the flawer thereof 
fageth becauſe the Spirit of the Lord blow-. 
ethupon it, yet the: word of our God, ſhalt. 
| fana for over, Ila. 40. 6, 7, 8. There 1s: 
*ſo much of ſupport contained in this) 
one'confideration:;” that could; but your- 
faith fix here, to realize, and apply. ity: 
I'might lay down my pen at this pennaldya 
CL IILES an 
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$6 - Atvice and ſippirt tothe Godly, 


and fay, the work is done, there needs no 
MmMOFC. 7 ys 
--9, Confid. - The hope of the Reſurret#1- 
on ſhould powerfully reſtratn all exceſſes 
of ſorrow n thoſe t hat do profeſs it. 


Let them only mourn without meaſure, 
who mourn with hope. The husbandman 
doth not mourn when he caſts his {eed- 


corn into the Earch, becauſe he-ſows'in 


hope 3 commits -it to the gromd 'with' 


I F an expectation to receive it again withim- 
-, provement. Why thus ſtands the cafe | 
Here, and juſt ſo the Apoſtle ſtates 18,: | 


1 Theſ. - 4. 13, 14: But I would” not. 
have you to be 1gnorant Brethren, concer-" | 
ming them which are aſleep, that ye. ſorrow: 
rot even as others which have no hope , for. 
zf we believe that Feſus died and roſe again, 
even fo. them'alſo which ſleep 1n Feſus-will 
God brivg with him. I EN 


-Q. D. Look not upon the dead as a 
loſtgeneration : Think not- that death 
hath annihilated and utterly deſtroyed- | 
them. Ono, they are not dead, , but. 
only aſleep, and if they fleep, they: ſhall -: 
awake again. You don't uſe | to make. 
Oout-cryes and . Lamentations for -your- 
Children and friends when youfind them: | 
«ed baje | aſleep 


-35 but-aJon Jouget {leep.,, oytof which 
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—_— the bf i acar » Ren 
Sheep Vp0N their; beds... Why 2: Death 


7 


I have. often wondred- at that Golden 
ſentence in Seneca, My 3 
thoughts of the dead \ faith OED »® 
he!)-are 20t as- others are ; - miſfurus. ani 
I have fair and pleaſant ap- tanqnam_ babes 
prehenſions of them , * - 

I enjoyed | them as one that eneca Ep. 62, 


{hall as; ſur y..awake.;as Ever they 


.the-morning in-this world. 


| ra I muſt part with them, andI part 
with them, as- one makes account to have - 


them, 
_.. Heſpeaks;no doubt, of that en oyment 
of them,: which his pleaſant Ang 


plations of their vertuous actions could 


give him; for he was wholly unacquain- 
ted-with: the comfortable /and. heart-gnp- 
porting ing; goconino of. the Reſurrection, 
he advantages which 
a tne jo. what a rate may we 
think he,.would have ſpoken of the dead 
and of their ſtate > bur this ow profeſseg | 
Cee and and yet (ink. at a ſtrange rate...” 
layer not Gezntiliſez.to out-yie Tony: 
Let-not .Pagars cha lenge the greateſt 4e- 
Lipers. to outdothem ina quiet and chear: | 
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g2 MAavice and ſupport tothe Godly. 
'1!-P beſeech thee; Reader, if thy deceaſty 
friend have ft thee/ any —_—_— of 
hope that-he-dyedinrereſſed it Chriſt,and 
the Covenant 3 that thou'wilt diſtin&tly 


ponder theſe admirableſupports which:the 
doctrine of the Reſurrection affords. © - | 


., Firſh,, Thar the ſame body which'was 
ſo'pleaſant a ſpe&tacle to 'thee, ſhallbe 
"reſtored again 3 yea, the ſame 7umey-- 
cally, as well as the ſame ſfperrfically + fo 


that-it ſhall not only be the what it was, | 


but the who he- was. Theſe eyes ſhall behold 
him, and not another, Job 19.27. 8c. The 
very ſame body you Jaid, or arenow tolty ' 
in-the grave ſhal] be reſtored again 3-Thou 
ſhalt find thy own husband, wife,or chile, 


or friend again: TI ſay the ſelf ſame and | 


not another. | CY 
ho. an dies rags Pen lt 5 
ting,tharas you ſhall fee tlie-fame"pert 
that was ſodear toyou 5S6 yourthalt ke 


them to-be- the ſame that were once en | 


deared'to you on earth in ſo/ neara tyeof 


ou ſhall know them; no Dock 
any carnal Relation,” dearlt” dilolve 


SIP 


| | 


*a, 


out. among that great multitude, — 
is| 
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This. was my. Father, Mother; Husband; 
Wife, or Child; This wasthe perfon 61 
whom I wept and made- fupplication;; 
who was an inſtrument of good to mez'or 
to. whoſe ſalvation. God then made me in- 
{trumencal. ,3 3 30 KA 
For we may allow in that ſtate;al} thay 
knowledge which is cumulative and pers 
fetive , whatſoever may. enlarge \and 
heighthen our felicity and ſatisfaction, as 
this muſt needs be allowed to do. - L«- 
thers judgment in this. point , being: by: 
his friends asked at ſupper the evening: 
before he dyed: replied ,,.,.. Adam” 
thus, What ( faid he): befel ;n 1s Lam? 
Adam > He never ſaw Eve, 20030 
but was ina deep fleep when God for- 
med her? yet when he awaked- and {ay 
her, he asked: not, Whar ſhe was, **nox 
whence ſhe came ? but {aith, the was fleſh 


” » - 4 6 


of his fleſh, and bone of his bone :* Now: 


| how knew hethat' >| He being full ofthe 
| holy-Ghoſk, and indued with the ' know: 


ledge oE Gall, ſpealt thus. Aﬀer theſis 
renewed by- Chriſt; and: hall- kr I © | 


parents, our Wivesand: childreg, {+ © 


*- And' this among'other- things was that 
with which Augs/texe-comm augh; #p.- 56. 
farted the Lady [talica at- 
$4 be & cer 


$4 Advice and ſupport to the Godly 
mie death of her dear husband, -telling 
r that ſhe ſhould know- him in the 
world to come among the glorified Saints. 
Yea, and a greater than either of theſe, 
I-mean Payl, comforted himſelf that the 
Theſſalonians, whom he had converted to- | 
Chriſt. ſhould, be : Hrs joy and Grown of 
rejayeing in the preſence of the Lord Fefus 
briſt. at his coming, 1 Thel, 2. 19..20. 
which muſt needs imply his diſtin& know- 
. ledge of them in that day, which mult be 
many handred years after death hath ſepe- | 
need them from each other. Whether 
this knowledge ſhall be-by the glorified 
eyes diſcerning any lineameats or property. 
of individuation remaining upon the £10- | 
rified bodies of our Relations ? or whether 
it ſhall: be by - immediate Revelation as 
Adam knew his Wife z. or as Peter, James, 
and Johr, knew Moſes and Elras in the 
Mount; as.it is difficult to determine, ſo it 
ts needle(s to puzzle our ſelves about it. - - 
. It is the conturrent: judgment of ſound 
Divines, - and it wants.not,wountenance 
from Scripture and reaſon, that-ſuch a 
knowledge of them ſhall be: in Heaven. | 
and then: the ſadneſs. of this parting, will 
beabundantly recompenſed by the joy of 
that meeting. Eſpecially conſidering. 


— 


&r.: 1 


\ Thirdly, That at our next meeting, 
they ſhall be unſpeakably more deſirable; 
{weet, and excellent than ever they were 
in this world. They had a deſirableneſs 
in them here, but they were not altoge- 
ther lovely, and in every reſpect defira- 
ble 3 they had their infirmities, both na- 
tural, and moral; but all theſe are remo- 
ved in Heaven, and for ever done away. - 
No natural infirmities hang about glorifi- 
ed bodies; nor ſinful ones upon perfected 
{pirits of the juſt. Oh what: lovely crea- 
tures will they appear to you then, when - 
that which is ſown now in diſhonour ſhall 
be raiſed in honour, 1 Gor. 15. And then 
to crown all. 
 Fourthly, You ſhall have an everlaſting 
enjoyment of them-in Heaven, never to 
part again. The children of the Refutx- . 
re&ion can dye no more. Lake. 20. 36. 
You ſhall kifs their pale lips , ' and cold 
cheeks nomore 3 you. ſhall never fear a- 
nother parting pull, but be together with 
the Lord for ever, '1 Thef. 4. 14. And 
this the Apoſtle thought an effeQual Cor- 


\ dialin this caſe, when he exhorted the Thef- 
falomians to comfort one another with theſe 


words. 
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--F0. -Conſid. - The-preſent felicity into 
«which all that -dye in Chriſt are preſently 
. admitted. ſhould abundantly comfort Ghri- 
fans over the death of ſuch as either carried 
-lryely hope -out - of the world with them , 
.&r have left ' good grounds of ſuch an hope \ 
behind them. 753 | E-.1 
| _ . Some there are that carried a lively 
| CHope:toHeaven-with them , who could 
evidence to themſelves andfriends their | 
Intereſt in Chriſt and in the Covenaner. | 
Yea, though they had: dyed in-filence, yet 
their converſations-would-ſpeak for-them, 
and the tenour: of their lives leave :no 
ground of - doubting touching itheir | 
death : others dying in their infancy. or 
"youth, though - they carried not ſuch.an 
.actual hoye with them , yet they. have 
left good grounds ' of hope behind | 
them. 4 | 
Parents, now- ponder theſe grounds ; 
'-you have prayed for them , you have | 
-many-times wreſtled 'with; the -Lord- on | 
their behalf; you: have taken hold -of 
-Gods Covenant - for then, - as well as for 
your ſelves, and -dedicated themito the 
Lord-; -and-.they have nor by any. actions 
of theirs deſtroyed thoſe grounds of your 
+ hope, bur that you may with much pro- 
kdhillty conclude they are with ol 
YI] 
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..- Why; ifthe caſe/be fo, what abundant 
reaſon have you tobe quietand well-ſatis- 
ied with what God hath done? Can they 
be better than whereithey are ? Had-you 
better /proviliens and entertainments- for 
them here, than their :heavenly 'Facher 
harh'/above. 

There (is no- Chriſtian parent in the 


world but-would rejoyce tofee his- child 


out-ſtrip-and get - before him in grace, 
that he may be 'more: eminent - in- parts 
and ſervice than ever he was; And what 
reafon-can be:giveniwhy we thould not 
as much-rejoyce to fee our children -get 
before us in-glory as in-grace? They are 
gotten -to heaven a few- years before you. 

and-is/ that matter of mourning ? Would 
not your child-('if he were not. ignorant 
of you ) ſay as Chriſt did to'his friendsa- 
lircle before his death, when he (awthem 


- caſt.down at the thonghrs of parting 
Fob. :F4. 28, If ye:hawe P | bu 


ved we ye would 
rejoyce becauſe I go unto the Father. q. 4. 
Do you -value'your own {enfible- comfort” 
from-my bodily preſence with you, he- 


- fore my gloryand advancement in hea- 
- ven? Is thisthe love to me ? Or 15-1t not 


rather-ſelf-love ? ON 
*:So- would your :departed friend fay 
©9Fou : you ma 2 vcE much m"_ 
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w 4 


Ws Aubiee and appr to the God 


. © all along ro-me;, niy happineſs-ſeerhed 


©to be very dear to you? How comes it 
© to paſs then', that: you mourn. ſo ex- 
*ceedingly now ? This is rather the ef- 
"fect of a fond and fleſhly , than of ra- 
onal and ſpiritual loye > If ye loved 
* me with a pure ſpiritual love, ye would 
© rejoyce that-I am gone' to my Father. 
*Ic's infinitely better for me to be here , 
*than with you on earth, under fin-and 
*forrow. Weep not for me, but for your 
* ſelves. | £1 21-44% 

Alas, though you want-your Friends 
company, he wants not -yours : Your care 


was to provide for this child, but Jeſus” 


Chriſt hath provided infinitely better for 
- at than you could ; you intended an Eſtate, 
out he a-Kingdome for it : you thought 
-upon ſuch or {uch a match, but Chriſt hath 
forbid all others, and married your child 
| tohimſelf. Would you imaginea higher 
. - <—a——_— for the fruit of - your bo- 
1EsS 2 . © TONE 
WW - A King from heaven hath ſent for 
W your friend, and do you grudge-:at: the 
i journey ? Ochink, and think. again, what 
an horror it is to you, that Chriſt hath 
i taken them out of your boſom, and laid 
WF - them in his own: ſtript them out of:thoſe 


garments -you , provided , and : cloathed | 
Y ; them. | . 


| 
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them in white robes waſhed in the blood: 


| _ of. the Lamb. Let not your hearts be trou- 


bled,rather rejoyce exceedingly .that God* 
made youinſtruments to repleniſh Heaven 
and bring forth an heir: for che Kingdom: 
of God..- 5 
Your child is now glorifyjng-Godn art 
 . higher way than you can; and what though: 
you have loſt its bodily preſence for'a 
time; yet] Ne. 5 you don't-reckonthatto 
be your loſs, w 


glory. oy FS 
When Jacob heard his Joſeph was Lord: 
of Egypt, he rather wiſht himſelf with 7o- 
feph , than his Joſeph with him; in wants 
and ſtreights : So ſhould ir be with you. 
You are yet rowling and tofling upon. a 
tempeftuous ſea; but your friend is gone 
inta the quiet harbour z deſire rather to be. 
there, than that he were at Sea again with 
your. - ee 1 ih 
: 11, -Confid. Conſider how wain a thing 
all your troubles . and ſelf-wuexation 1s : 1t 10+, 
us betters your caſe, nor eaſes your bur- 
then. | 
 Asa bullock by wreſtling and ſweating 
in the furrow , makes his yoak to be * 
| more. heavy, and gall his neck, and ſpend 
_} His ſtrength the ſooner,and no wayes helps. 
| . himfelf by that. Why thus ſtands the 
MY Eg E 3; cale |; 


ich turns to Gols' greater. | 


go Advice andfuppirt tothe. Godly 
caſe with thee, ifthon beasa'Bullock:un= 


accuſtomed to the yoak; What Chriſb - 
faith of caring, we may ſay of grieving. 


( Mart. 6. 27, ) Which of you. by taking: 
one's can add one cubit to his flature,. > 

res may break our ſleep, yea,. break 
our hearts be they cannort' add to) our 
ſtature eitherin a-natural, or ina civilino-: 
tion: So your ' ſorrowing may ſooner” 


break your hearts, than: the: yoak :God! 
hath Jaid' on you: . 608 hs 10194 
Alafs, what is all this, but as the'flut-: 

tering of a bird in thener, which inſtead 
of freeing, doth butrthe moreenrangle it 


ſelf? it was therefore a wiſe refolve of 


David in this very. caſe;, whenthe willof 
God was fignifted" in the death -of- ' His 
child, 2 Sar. 12; 23. Bat ow he 1s dead) 
wherefore ſhould I faſt? Can 3 bring him: 


bath again ? I ſhall goto-him,. but he ſhall 8 


_ return to me. h 


. 
* 


-CanlI bring him back again, No, F- 


can nomore alter: the purpoſe and work” 
of God, then. Þ canichange' the (ealons of 


the year, oralter the courſe of Sun, Moon;+. 


and Stars, or diſturb the' order of the day 
'and night; which are all unalterably &- 


ſtabliſhed by a firm-conſtirution/and ordi-* | 


103 nance of Heaven. 


— 
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© As theſe ſeaſons-cannot be:changed by. 


W1ll it be now. 


E..4., 


man :- ſo neither can this courſe and way 
of his providences be changed, Job,23, 13. 
He is of one mind, and who- ca% turn him? - 
| And what his foul deſireth even that he- 
{ aboth. Indeed while his pleaſure. and-pur-- 
pole are unknown to us, there is room for 
faſting and prayer- to prevent the thing. 
we fear ? but when: the purpoſe of God - 
is manifeſted* in the Iflue, and the ſtroke 

15 given, . then-it 15 the vaineſtthing-in the: 
world to fret and ve x-our {elves;asDavias 
ſervants thought he would do, as foon 
as he: ſhould: hear the Child was dead: 
but he- was wiſer then ſo, his tearsand- 
cries to God- before, . had thenatare and - 
uſe of means-to' prevent the aMiction- 5 
but when'it was come, and could not'be - 
prevented, then they were of no uſe, ro - 
no purpoſe in the world, Wherefore ſhould - 
Ifaft. 9.4. TO what end, uſe, or purpoſe 


Well then, caſt not away your ſtrength . - 
and ſpirits to-no advantage, referve themt- - 
for. future exerciſes-:and tryals. . Time * 
may come that you miay need allthe_ 
ſtrength yau haye, and much more to ſup-. 
port greater burthens than this. " 


12. Confid*. 
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 -- I2, Conſid. The Lord rs able to reſtore 
«ll your loft comforts in Relations, double to 
you , if you meekly ſubmit to him, and pati- 
ently wait __ 119 under the rod, 

When £/au had loſt his bleſſing , he 
faid, Haſt thoa but oxe bleſſing my Fat her-? 
Gen 27. 38: But your Father hath more 
; bleſſings for you than one ; his name is 
The Father of Mercies. 2 Cor. 13. He 
can beget and create as many mercies for 
you as he pleaſeth ; Relations and the com- 
forts of them are at his command. 

It is but a. few months or years paſt , 
and theſe comforts whoſe loſs: you iow 
lament were not in being ; nor did you 
know whence they ſhould ariſe to you, 
yet the Lord gave the word, and com- 
manded-them for you : and if he pleaſe 
he can make the death of theſe but like 
a {cythe to the Meadow that is mown 
down, or a razor tothe head that is ſha- 
ved bare ; which though it lay you under 
the preſent trouble and reproach of bar- 
rennels , yet doth but make way for a 
double increaſe, a ſecond ſpring with ad- 


.- vantage. 


So that as it was with the Captive 
'- Church in reſpe& of her ſpecial Chit-. 
dren-in the day of her Captivity and re- 

» 5" prone +} 


d ” ? 
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proach , the Lord made up all with ad-' 
vantage to her, even to her own aſtoniſh- 
ment. Iſa. 42. 20. The children whith: 
thou ſhalt have after thou haſt loft the other, 
ſhall ſay agatn 1n thy ears, the place 1s too- 
fereight for ame, _ g1ve place-to me that I may 
awell, Hh 

' Thus may he deal with you, as to your 
natural Children and Relations : So-that: 
what the man of God faid to. Amazzah.,. 
'I Chron. 25. 9g. may be applied to: the 
caſe in| hand, Amaziah ſaid to the man: 
of Goa, but what ſhall 'we do for the hun- 
ared Talents * And the man of God anſwe-- 
. red, The Lord is able to give thee much moxe- 
than this. | 4 

.'O-fay not what ſhall I do for. friends- 
and Relations > Death hath robbed me®#f. 
all comfort in them.. Why,.the Lord 1s. 
able-to give you much more. But then: 
as' ever you expect to ſee your future- 
bleffings multiplyed, look to it, and be: - 
careful that you neither diſhonour God ,: _ 
'or greive him; by your unſubmiſhve: 
and 1mpartient carriage under the. preſent 


God took: away all Jobs: children, and; 
. that at-one ſtroke , and the ſtroke im- 
mediate and . extraordinary :. and that. 
when they were 0 p, and planted. 
Vil \ at 


— 
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(at leaſt ſome-of them!) in diftin&: fami- 


hes: Yea,whilſt they were endearing eacty 
other by the matual expreflions of affeQi-. 


on. This muſt be yeilded to.be an extraor- 


dinary tryal ; yet he meekly receives, and' 


proently: bears:4t from the hand of the 
_-:- | 
You have heard of the patience of: 7b 
(faith the _ Fam. 5.. 11.) and ſeen 
' the end of the Lord. Not only the gracious 
end or intention of the Lord in all his af- 
flictions, but the happy. end and flue the 
Lord gave to all his afflictions,. of which 
you have the account.. Job: 42.. 10; The 


Lord gawe Fob twice as much: as he had te-- 


fore. The number of his Children was not 


double to-what he had; as all his other- 


comforts were : but: though-the Lord on-: 


ly reſtored the ſame number to him again: 


that he took away, yet it's like the'com-. 
fort he had in theſe laterchildren was don- 
ble to what he had in theformer. There's: 


VESTS 


nothing loſt by waiting patienrtly,. and ſab- | 


mitting willingly to the Lords difpoſe. *- 
-:It is as'eafte with the: Lord'.to revives 
2s it is to remove your comforts in Relati- 
ons.  Tnere .is. a {weet; expreſſion to this 
rpoſein. Pal. 18; 28. For thou Turd welt! 


ight my.ccandle, the, Lunil my (God will ets 


lighten my. aarkzeſs, 


Every | 


wader the loſs of Dear Relations g5;- 
_ Every comfortable: enjoyment; -whe- 
ther it be in Relations, Eftares , Health ,. 
or Friends, 15s a'candle lighted by Provi- 
dence for our comfort in this world,: and 
they are but candles;. which: will-notial-- 
wayes laſt, and thoſe that laſt longeſt will : 
be conſumedand waſtedar laſt ; bur often- - 
times it falls: outwich: them as with can- - 
dles, they are blown. our before they are. 
| half conſumed; yea;..almoft' as-{oon as: : 
| lighted up, and then wwe ate in darkneſs. 
| forthepreſent.. F W_, - 

| - It's a dark hour with us: when' theſe! - 

| comforts are put out: but Davids faith: 

| . did, and ours may comfort us with'this;.. 

| That he that blew ont the Candle, cam. 
| lghtup another. Thou Lord (ball light. 
' myccandle, the Lord: my God ſhall enlighten-- 

_ myadarkneſs. that is, the Lord\wilt renew; 

' mycomforts, alter. the preſent ſad-eftates: 
Tam in;-and chaſeaway that troubleand - 
darkneſs which: at preſent' lyes upon me..- - 
Only beware of offending him at whoſe. 
beck your lights and: comforts coine and.. 

' 80. Michal diſpleaſed' the Lord, and. 
 thereforehad no child untorhe day'ofher- 
death, 2 Sam. 6. 23; oi 
Hannah waited' humbly upon the: Lord: 
for-the bleſſing of children, and the Lord': 
remembred her, : he” enlightened-her.con-- 
02," dition.3 
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dition with that comfort when ſhe was as 
2 Lamp deſpiſed. Ther's no comfort you 
have loſt, but God can reſtore it, yea,don- 
bleit in kind, if he ſee it convenzent for 
you. And if not then. 


. 13. Conſtd. Conſider, Though he ſhould 
deny you anymore comforts of that kind, yet 
he hath far better to beftow upon you, ſuch as 
theſe deſerve not to be named with. 
You have an excellent Scripture to 
this purpoſe in Iſa. 56. 4. 5. For thus 
faith the Lord unto the  Eunuchs that 
heep my Sabbaths; and chooſe the things 
that pleaſe me , and take hold of my Gove- 
nant; even to them will I give 17 my houſes 
«nd within wy walls a place and a name 
better then of Sons and of Daughters : I will 
gt ve them an everlaſting name that ſhall not 
e cut off, es 
| Mens names are faid to be'continued 
2  ..1n their Iflue, in their male 
724 Englih Iſſue eſpecially, and con- 
Wok -- fequently _ to fail in ſuch as 
wanted iflue, umb. 1 7 + | 
mall 


- Anda numerous Iffae is deemed no 


Honour. Pſal. x27.-4. 5. God therefore 
Promiſed here to-ſupply and make: good 
| the want of TIflue, and of whatfoever- 

either honour here, or memorial hereat- 
i £12 ShalhÞ _tcr 
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after might from it have accrued to them, 
but beſtowing upon them matter of far 
greater honour,and more durable; a name 
better or before the name 'of Sons or 
Daughters. GH 
Ir's a greater honour to be the child of 
God, than to have the greateſt honour 
.or comfort that ever children afforded 
their parents in this world. - 
Poor heart,thou art not dejected by this 
affliction that lyes upon thee, as if alljoy 
. and comfort were now cut off from thee 
in this world. | | 
 Acloud dwells upon all other comforts, 
this affliction hath ſo imbittered thy ſoul, 
that thou taſteſt no more in any other 
earthly comforts, than in the white of an 
egg. O that thou didſt but conſider the 
- conſolations that are with God for ſuch as 
anſwer his ends in affliction, and patient- 


ly wait on him for their comfort ! He hath | 


comforts for you far tranſcending the joy 


of children. | | 


This ſome have found w] en their. chil- 
dren have been cut off from them, and 


that .in ſo- eminent a degree; that they - 


have little valued their comfort in chil- 
dren in compariſon with this comfort. 


- I will therefore ſet down a pregnant in- | 
find-+ie } 


_RKance of the point in: hand,-as I 


— 


| 
; 
| 
| 
| 


oS Advice avi ſupport to the Godly 
recorded by the grave and worthy Au- 


EE thor-of that excellent book 
the Boks. entituled, The fulfiliyg of: 
p. a9,  - © the Scripture. | 
© 06 h J0— 

£1 j Another notable in- 
- *Rtance- of grace, with a very remark- 
*able' paſſage” in his condition, I ſhall 
* here'mention. One Patrick: Mathewrath 
*who lived in the. Weft parts of Scotlaza; 
* whole. heart, ina remarkable way, the 
©Lord'itouched, and after - his converſion 
fas he thewedto-many Chriſtian friends) 
* waSin fuch a frame ſo affe&ted'with a 
"new. world, wherein he was-entred,-the 
© diſcoveries of God, and: of alife: to 
come; that for ſome months: rogether 
*he:did ſeldom fleep, bur was: ſtill cakerr 
© up in'wondering;- His: life was very -re- 
* markable for tenderneſs; and near” con- 
©yerſe with God inhiswalk'; and'which 
©wpas-worthy-to be noticed, one day after 
©aiſharp. tryal,- having his anly-Son- ſad- 
© denly taken away by death, he: retired: 
©2lone: for '{@veral: hours, and'' when he 
* came forth-did look ſo chearfully, that 
©ro- thoſe: who: asked him the reaſon 
| © thereof, and wondered at the ſame in 
© {uch a- time 3--he told them,. He hadigot+ 
 thatinhrs retirement with the Lord, that 
| ©2000. it afterwards- renewed, he "ns | 
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Fei content to loſe'a Son' every day; © 
Oh: what a ſweet exchange: had. he” 
made ! Surely he had Goldfor braſs, a- 
pearl for-a pebble; -atreaſure for a trifle; 
for ({o great, yea,.and far greater is rhe' 
' * diſproportionbetwixt- the» fweer light of - 
Gods: Countenance; and: the faint dim? 
light of the beſt creature-enjoyment. | 
Would it pleaſe the Lor4 to'make' this: 
ſun ariſe and ſhine upon you: now when”. 
the ſtars that ſhined with a dim andibor-: . 
rowedlight-are gone down, you would: 


ſee ſuch: gain by the exchange, as wonld” © 


quickly-make-you' caſt in your'votes with: 
him we now mentioned; and' ſay, Lord; 
let every day-be ſuch: as this funeral day,. 
let all my hours be as this, fo that I may* 
ſce andraſte-r what I-now do... How: ohd. 
ly would I part: with: the deareſt and” 
neareſt'' exeature-comfort I. own in this 
world. ©. WP 
- The gracious- and tender: Lord: hath 
his divine Cordials reſerved on purpoſe: 
for ſich ſad hours: theſe arelometimes. 
_ given before ſome ſharpitryal ro-prepare” 
for- it,. and” ſormetimes after! to. ſapport! _ 
Ween, 7 OT EI 4 LL CTR SS Ol 
_  Thaveofter tFard' it from- the mouth, 
and”. fotnd' it: in the Diary: of va fweer 


Etitifan-now Wt G64; Thara-titete | 
wjef 2 | | before 4 


* 
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before the. Lord removed her dear hus- 
band'by death, 'there was ſuch an abun- 
_ dantout-letof the love of God unto her 
ſoul, for ſeveral dayes and nights follow- 
ing ; that when the Lord took away her 
husband by death, though he were a 
gracious, and ſweet tempered, and by her 
moſt Rowe beloved, husband ; ſhe. was 
ſcarce ſenſible of the ſtroke, but carried 

uite above all earthly things, their com- 
forts and their troubles ; ſo that ſhe had al- 

"moſt loſt the thoughts of her dear husband 
in God. And had not the Lord taken this 
courſe with-her, ſhe concluded that blow 
-had nor been poſſible to be born by her,ſhe 
muſt have ſunk without ſuch a prepara- 
tive. | | | 

_ A Husband, a Wife, a Child, aregreat, 
very great things, as they ſtand by other: 
creatures, but ſurely they will ſeem little 
things, and next to nothing, when the. 
Lord ſhall ſer himſelf by them before the 

oul. 

And how know you, but God hath 
bid. theſe . earthly comforts ſtand afide. 
this day, to make way for heavenly ones? * 
It may be God is coming to communicate. 


| himſelf more-ſweetly, more. ſenſibly. than 


| ever to your ſouls 5 and theſe are the pro-. 
| Vidences- which mult caff up and Pepars 
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the way of the Lord. Poſſibly Gods mea- 


. ning in their death is but this 3 Child 


ſtand aſide thou art in my way, and filleſt 
my place in thy parents heart. ys 
14. Confid. Be Tr you exceed not 
1n your grief for the loſs of earthly things 
conſidering that Satan takes the advantage of 
all extreams. __ -! 
You cannot touch any extream, but you - 
w1ll be touched by that enemy ; whoſe 
prateſ adyantages lye in aſfaulting you 
1ere. | OR? 7:5 
- Satan is called the Ruler of the darkneſs | 
of this world, Eph. 6,12. ( z. e.,) his . 


Kingdom is inpperned by darkneſs. Now 


there is a twofold darkneſs, which gives * | 


Satan great advantage: - the darkneſs of 


? 


the 927d, viz. ignorance, and the darkneſs * 
of the ,condition, wiz. Trouble and af- 
flition. Of the former the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
chiefly jnthar "Text : but the latter alfo 
is by him often improoved,- to. carry on 
his de{igns upon us : When it's a dark hour 


. of trouble with us, then is his fitteſt ſeaſon 


to tempt. x - 
That cowardly ſpirit falls upon the 
people of God whea they are down and _ 
low-in ſpirit, as well-as ſtate. - Satan. 
would never have delired that the hand 1: 
of God ſhould have been ftretched-out / 1 
OO "4 upon .. 


—_— 


— 
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(1 8 my Perſon, Eſtate, and Children z | 


but: that: he promiſed himſelf. a notable 


advantage therein ro poyſon his ſpirit -- 
with vile thoughts. of God. Do this. 
( faith” be. Y avd he: will curſe. thee to. | 


thy. face. | 


Wharc the P/a/mrtobſerves of natural, 
1s as true of zzetazhorical darkneſs; Pal: | 
TO4.. 20, Thou. makeſft aarkneſs awd. it 15 . | 
night, wherein all: the beaſts of the forveſt 
&o creeps forth, the-young L0ns roar” after 


fiction it (elf.. $0 
: Sometimes he injects adeſponarne 


thoughts into. the-afflicted ſoul: , Thes 
fatd' I, I am eut offf from before- thine 


ayes, Plal. 31. 22, & Lam. 3. 18, 19. My. 
hope 1s periſhed from: the Lord, remembring 
my affition and my miſery, the wormewoed 
and the gall. | | 


£ 


. Sometimes he ſuggeſts hard thoughts... | 
of - God; Ruth 1. 20. The Lord hath atalt - | 

very bitterly with-me. Yea, that he hath - | 
dealt more ſeverely. with us than any.. | | 
E444 | | other,. | 


gets E ; - | {4 
 Whenit is dark- night! with - men, its + | 
| - noonday with Satan-( ze.) our _—_—_ 
| © tine, 1s-his: buſieſt working time, many 
| SS ys ON £ | 
4-difmal- ſaggeſtion- he then- Plants: and . 
grafts: apon -our : affliction, which are 
much'more dangerous to: us-then'the af+. 


AX 


| be' any. ſorrow, like unto: my ſorrow which: 


'. | dflified- ne, in the aay of his flerce an- 


» 
| 4 


| 9. What diſmal thoughts are theſe ?- Aind*. 
| tow much more afflictive to: a- gracious 
+ | ſoul than theiloG of any' outward! enjoy-- 


- | vanrage upon the afflicted Chriſtianz: for - 
- albeit "theſe rhonghrs. are» his burchen',. 


| isdiſplealedat the handof do nevyh 4 
_ nahwasangry-at the hand of God,; 


| - And: ſometimes very. irreligious and) _ 
. | 4beiftical: thoughts, as-1f there-were-no-. ; 
| pripiiedge' ico: be (had! Dy Religion, -atid: , 
- | all our pains; zealand! careabout Duty,. , 
|. werelicrle berter than loſslabour, Pſa.” : 


| condemnarion of hisPeople 3 yer: they«, 
| rob theſoulof pence, and'hinderittrom\, 


underthe-lofs of dear Relations. ray 
other, Lam: 1; 11. See andbehold:if theres 


1s done. unto me, wherewith the! Lord hath 


And ſometimes DOTY and repi-: 
ning chonghts againſtthe cord; the-. ſoul 


| nd | ſaid,: 
Las well-to be- angry even unto-death;Jonah 4+: 


ment in this world 


73: 13, T4. PFerily I have" cleanſed. my. © 
heart 13 var" and wihed: my hands in: 
inmoctncy 5 tor all. the day long I have 
been plagited; and: chaſtened: every mor-' 
ang... <2 


. By cheſs things Satan gets no {mall 2d” 


and God will-not-impure' them to:thes- 


: duty, 5 
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-» duty, 'and-make. it a& - uncomely under | 
affliftion1o the ſtumbling and hardening 
of others in: their ſin; ' beware therefore 
leſt by . your. exceſles of ſorrow- ye.. give. | 
place to the Devi] : we arenot 1gnorant 
of 15 devices; | T7 2997 nn nnd 
..16.Confid. G:ve 0 way to exceſſeve for-: | 
rows upon the account of affiiF:an, af ye have 
apy regard to the honour of God: and Re- | 
gion, which ' will hereby be expofed to re-: | 
oath,: i acorls owt TRE in 
- If youſlight- your own-honour, don't. 
ſlight the honour of. God and Religion\ 
too. "Take heed how you carry it in a: 
 day-of trouble, many eyes are upon you. 
* Ic isa true obſervation that a late worthy! þ 
Author hath made upon this caſe. - What: 
- «will the Atheiſt, and what: 
MM. = his ApP- will the prophane ſcoffer ſay: 
pencix to So when they ſhall fee this ? 
preſcrip- S" 
tion. p. 122. Vo ſottiſh. and - malicious. 
, they are," that if they ad! 
bat ſee you in affii10n,. they.are fpratght-\ | 
way ſcorsfully demanding ; Where 1s your | 
God ? | 


0A .: | if 

But what will they ſay, if they ſhould: 

hear you your . ſelves unbelietypgly ' cry 

out 5, where is our God, Will they not be 

ready to cry 5 This 15 the:Religion they anake 

ſuch boaſt of, which you ſee how ; tt. 
| Aves 


.. 


under the boſs of dear Relations, "wo © ©} 
'| does for them 11 4 day of extremity : they ...*-? 
| -talke of promiſes, rich and preczous pro- 
| -oiſes ; But where are they naw ? Or to 
* | -vhat- purpoſe do: they ſerve ? They ſaid 
| the had a treaſure 1n. heaven. What ails 
' | them to mourn ſo then' if thetr Riches be 
there? _ © F-38572] 

O beware what you do before the 
| world; they have eyes to fee what you 
- | cando, as well as ears to hear what you 
- | can ſay. 'And as long as 'your carriage 
- | under troubles is ſo much hike their own, 
» | they will - never think your Principles are 
| | -better . than theirs. - Carnal worldlings 
| will be drawn to think that whatever 
,\ | fine talk you might have about God and 
| þ heaven; your-hearts: were mioſt upan'the 
+ | ame things: that theirs were, :ſince - your 
: | grief for. their removal '1s-as great as 
7: | theirs. OH $1 
. | . - They know by experience, what a ſtay 
- | -it is to the heart to have anable, faith- - 
: | ful freind- to depend upon, or to-have 
-\ | hopes of a-great Eſtate ſhortly-to-fall to 
| them-34afnd-they'h; never; be-perfivaded 
you haye any:fuch.groufld of comfort 3-if 
they ſee you as much caſt down, -as they 
| that prerendl tono-ſuch matter. 
| By: this means.the precepts of-Chriſt 
| to-conſtancy-and;; contentment. in- all;E- 

1. | ates, 
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- , Rates, 'wilkcome to'be lookt:.upon' (like 
thoſe of : the Stacks) only . as: wmagnifica | 
verba, brave words, but . fuchas are tm- 
poſſible to be-practiſed 3 :and +the; whole 
.of the | Goſpeb will. be-taken for. an. airy | 
notion,. fince «they .. that profes greateſt 
pare to it, are no more helpt "there- | 
-- -O what a ſhame:1s it . that | Religion 
:ſhould in this caſe-make no 'more diffe- | 
rence betwixt man and man ? \Wherefore | 
-ſhew ro the-world:(whateveritheir.com- 
<mon cenfures are): thatit 15 not | {o:much 
-your care to :difter from: them in ſome | 
-Opinions, and little:ſtritneſs, .as in hu- 
mility, meekneſs, contempt 'of the world, 
and: heavenly mindedneſs:;':and now Het 
thefe gracesdifplay themfelves !by your 
cheartull - patienc. department nader : all 
your grievances. 5 'F 
Wherefore -hath God planted:thoſe ex-. 
cellent graces in-your: ſfouls,-but that he| : 
might-be- glorified, 'and yowbenefired 'by 
the 'exerciſes of them: in tribulation? 
Should''thefe | be 4upprefſt :and hid, and 
nothing: bur the ipride,::paſſion, - and -un- 
mortified «earthlineſs of your: hearts-ſct 
on work -and- diſcovered: tin tine :of 
trouble, whac 1a hr; '3%har -a-; wound 
will you give toithe:glorious mameiywhich 


| 


<< > * =. 


TLV 
, 
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is called apon by-you 3?  And-then-if your. 


" hearts be truly gracious, -that will-pierce 


| - occafioned.it, did. 


-;, Sucha ſmarting:rod as t 
| before there was need enough of it, -and 
 peflibly you far theineed of lomeawaking 
- providence-your Afelvesz:butif-ingt, |the 


you deeper than ever your aftliction-which 


I beleech ;you therefore. be tender of 


the name of God, -if you-will not be {o of 
Four own-peaceand comfort, 


16, 'Confid. Be quiet and hold your peace, 
you little hnow how-azany mercies lye 41 the 


Great are the benefits of a ſharp;rau- 


2zing-- affliction- to the - people of -Gqd at 


{ome times, and all. might have chem--at 


-all-times were they more careful ro4m- - 
_rove them. - Holy .Dawvd thankfully ac- 


nowledgeth, Plal. 119. 7. -It 15;good - 


\ for me that Þ have been-affiivted.. = 
And -ſurely- there's:as- much; good 10 
them for you,:as for him if the:Lorg ſan- 
. Gifie them-rto ſuch ends and nles:as His 


were ſanctihed unto. TT TY; 


rd-did ;be-rook-notup therod co {mace 


you, itill-his fairhfulnek,.; and tender.love 


to-your fouls-called\ypan-him'to correct- 
| {+2 17 DOCH 


+ You now. dit |penlave Rader « th6-r0%s 
.Þ1 adly |; 
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fdly lamenting and Seporing Ge los of |} 
ſome earthly comfort, your heart is ſur- | 
changed with ſorrow, your eyes run down 
upon.every mention and remembrance of | 
your dear friend. Why, if there were 
no morezthisalone many diſcover theneed 
you had of this rod ; for doth-not. all 
this forrow at parting, plainly ſpeak how 
much your heart was ſet upon, how faſt 
your heart was glewed to. this earthly 
comfort ? HS. Ia. ; 

-”. Now you ſee- that your affeQtions were 
ſunk'many degrees deeper into the crea- 
ture than you were aware of : and what 
ſhould God do in this-caſe by you ? Should 
he ſuffer you to cleave to the creature 
moreand more ?. Sould he permit it to 
| 7 va and exhauſt your love: and -'de- | 
ight, and - ſteal away your heart from 

timſelf>-This he could not do and love 
'you, The more impatient you are under 
this affliction, the, more need you had 


| of IC | \ O77 nn 
And what if þy this ſtroke the Lord 
will. awaken your drowzy ſoul; and-re- 


cover you out of that pleaſant, but-dan- |. 


gerous nal {lumber you were fallen 
into, whilſt you had-pillowed-your head | 


| jOyYMent ?Is-not this real! y better for you, 
= than | 


vw 


4 
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| 


war the boſs of 'dear "Relations. 'Tog 
 .thantifhe ſhould fay, fleepon © He isjoy- 


"Ned to-Tdols, ler him alone, he is departing 
from me the fountain, to a broken Ciſtern 
let im go? PDE - © 2 LOng 

- Yea, What if by this ſtroke upon one 
-of the pleaſanteſt [things you had in this 
-world;' God will diſcover to-you ,'more 
ſenfibly and effte&ually than ever, the va- 
nity both of that and all other earthly com- 


. forts; ſo as that you ſhall from henceforth 


:never let forth your heart,your hope, your 


| Jove;and delight to any of them as'you did 
before? You: could talk before of the 
creatures vanity 3 but I queſtion whether 


ever you had fo clear and convincing a 
fight of its vanity as you have this' day : 


- And is not this @ contiderable mercy in 


-YOUr- EYES. !? | Vo 

"Now; tt ever,God is weaning you from 
'all fond* opinions, and vain expectations 
from this world ;- by this your Jademert 
of the creatures is re#:fied, and your affett:- 


.0#5to-all other enjoyments on earth 72ode- 
rated: And is this nothing? O doubtleſs 


-it 15a greater mercy to'you, than to have 
-yout friend alive again. 


And what if by this rod your wander- 
-10g,-gadding heart ſhall be whipped home 
to God? your neglected duties revived, 
(your decayed IE withGod F_ 


xo Advice axd ſupport: to the'Godly - 
_ Rored, a+fſpiricual-; heavenly frame ; of 
-heart recovered ? What will*.you' ſay | 
_ then? | BT 
Surely you will bleſs that - merciful 
hand which -removed' the obſtructions : | 
.and adore th2-divine wiſdom -and-,good- 
-nels, that by ſuch a device as this reco- 
'verd you to himſelf. Now you can'pray 
more conſtantly, more ſpiritually, more 
affectionately than before.. Oh blefled rod |] 
which buds and bloſſoms with ſuch fruits | 
as theſe-! Let this be' written among -your 
| beſt mercies; for you ſhall have cauſe to 
adore and blel(s God-eternally for this be-. 
neficial affliction. | | 
'17. Conſid. Suffer not your ſelwes to 
be tranſported by tnnpatzencte, 'and ſwal- 
lowed up of grief, becauſe God hath ex- 
erciſed you under a ſmait rod: for as ſmart- 
ing 4s it is, it's comparatively a gentle ſtroke 
— others 4s good as .your | ſelves thawe | 
ele. A 
Your dear Relation is-dead ; be i1t-ſo, | 
here is bur a ſingle death before you;” but 
others have ſeen-many deaths contrived 1in- 
to one upon their -Relations, to 'which 
yours is nothing. robe 5 
 Zeaekwab faw his children murdered be- 


" fore his eyes, #nd then -hadthoſe eyes 


4 alaſs too late ) putout, The 'worthy| 
hg Author 


S bs 


- Author of that excellent 


GY FS > Rao TY M0 


under the boſs of dear Relations. +111 ©, 
book  foremenrioned , tells The fulfilling . 
us of a choice and godly tyres. 


-Gentlewomanin the North _ | 
of Ireland , who when the Rebellion 
 brakeour there, fled with three children, 
"one. of them upon the breſt ; they had 
;not-gonefar betore they were {tripped na- 

' ked by the 1-4, who to the admiration 
ſpared their lives(its like, concluding that 
. . cold-and hunger would kill them ) after- - 
wards going on at the -foot of a- River 
which runs to Locheach , others met- 


chem, -and would have calt them into the- 
River: but this Godly-woman, not dif- 
mai'd, asked a little liberty.to pray, and : 


as ſhe lay naked on the frozen -ground-, 
-got reſolution not to go on her own feet, 
'to ſo unjuſt a death, upon which having 
called her, and the refuſing, was dragged 


by the heels along that rugged: way to be 
caſt in with her - little ones and -com- 


- pany. 


But ſhe then turned , and on her knees 
fayes, you ſhould I am ſure be Chriſtians, 


\-and men I fee you arez in taking away 
.our miſerable lives you do us a pleaſure: 
But know that as we never wronged you , 


nor yours, you muſt remember to-dye alfo, 


your ſelves,- and one day give an account” 


F 2 Of 


= > 


of the Scrip+ 
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of this cruelty to the Judge of heaven and 
--earth,hereupon they reſolved not to mur- 
der them with their own hands, but turned 
them all naked upon a {mall I{land in the 
River without any proviſion , there to 
periſh. ; | | 
The next day the two boys having crept 
.af{ide, found the hide of a beaſt which had 
'.:been killed, at the root of a tree ; which 
-.the mother caſt over them lying upon the 
ſnow.. The next day a little boat goes by, 
--unto whom ſhe calls forGods ſake to take 
- them our, but they being I#/-refuſed: ſhe 
..delired a lictleb:ead, but theyſaid they bad 
'none: then ſhe begs a cole of fire, which 
the obtained, and thus with ſome fallen 
chips, made a little fire, and the children 
taking a piece.of the hide, laid it on - the 
.coals, and began-to gnaw the Leather; bat 
without an extraordinary divine ſupport, 
. whatcould this do. A 
Thus'they lived ten dayes without any . 
viſible means of help, having no bread ,- 
-but-ice and ſnow , nor drinkexcept water. - 
The two, boyes being. near ſtarved , ſhe 
preſſed them to - go out of her ſight, not 
avle to feetheir ceath : yet God deliver- 
ed cthemas miraculoutly ar laſt, as he had 
{upported them all that while. 4s 


"But . 


wnader the loſs of dear Relations; 11% © 

- But, judge. whether a natural death, in- 
an ordinary way be comparable to ſuch a-. 
trial asthis! And yet thus the Lord did 
by this choice and eminently gracious wo-/ 
n1an. 

And Mr Wall. in his Noze-but-Chrift 
relates as ſad apaſlage of a poor family in: 
Germany,who were-driven to that extre- 
mity 1a the famine, that at laſt the Parents 
made a motion one to the other to ſell one. 
of the chi{dren for bread to ſuſtain them- 
{elves and the reſt : but ,when they came- 
to conſider which child it ſhould be, their: 
hearts ſo-relented and yearned upon every 
one, that they reſolved rather all to dye 
together. Yea, we read in Lam: 4. 10.The 
hands of the pitiful women have ſoaden their 
own chilaren. = mY 
But what ſpeak Iof theſe extremities;how: 
many parents, yea, ſome Godly ones too , . 
have lived to ſee their children'dying in - 
prophaneſs, and ſome by the hand of Ju--. 
itice, lamenting their Rebellions' with a. 
rope about their necks; | | 

Ah,Reader, little doſt- thou know, what: 
ſtings there are in the affections of others]. 
Surely you have no reaſon. to think the. 
Lord hath dealt more bitterly with you 
than any. Ir's a gentle ſtroke, a mercitul 

F 3. | ©. "Why: 


> 
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diſpenſation if you compare it with what 
others have felt. | 
18. Conſid. If God be your God, you 
have really loft nothing by the removal of 
any creature-comfart. Mags of 
God is the Fountain of all true com- 
fort 3 creatures, the very beſt and {weet- ' 
eſt, are but ciſterns to receive and con- 
vey to us what comfort God is pleafed 
tro communicate to them 3 and if the 
Ciſtern be broken,” or the pipe cut off, 
{o thatno more comfort can be conveyed 
ro us that way he hath other wayes and 
mediums. to do itby , which we think 
not of; * and if he pleaſe he canconvey 
his- comforts. to his people without any” 
of-chems; and-if he-do- 1t more 1mme- 
diately, we ſhall be no looſers by that; 
for no comforts in_ the world are ſo de, 
letable and raviſhingly- ſweet, as thoſg7: 
_ that flow immediately from the: foun- 
* Traiht. 9-7 k Fx 7 | 
: And it-isthe ſenfuality of our hearts 
that cauſes us to afte&t themſo inordinately: * 
and grieve for the loſs of them {o.1mmode- 
rately,as if we had not enough inGod-with- 
our thele creature ſupplements. % 


Is the fulneſs of the Fountain yours2:: | 
and yet do you caſt down your ſelves, be” 
Cauie 
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cauſe the -broken. Ciſtera 1s /removed- 
The beſt creatures are no better, 7er.2.13- 
Ciſterns have nothing but. what- they re- 
ceive,  and'broken ones cannot hold what. 
iS:purt. into-: theo Why then do ye 
mquraas if your; life; were :bound .up-1n 
the creature? ' Yow have: as free an accels | 
to the Fountain, as you had before. It 
is the adriceof an Heathen,  :. | 
(-and let--them -take the Nl, ne 
comfort of i&:)- to. re ay. ned nes > fox 
by.a new: earthly: comfort, - 215 oft amicwn = 
fn we have loſt in the > vhs quam 

mer, | - Or; . 

Thou. haſt carried: forth > Hirggh =P: Pr 
him whom thou levedft: (farh OO e 
Seneca). ſeek, one-whom: thou maift owe 114 
his fteaa'&" 1ts- better -to repair, than bemoan 
thy; £02511-445 701154 bad. 1003 35 

Bur: 1if God never repair your loſs, in 
things- of the: ſame. kind, you: know he: 
caty abundantly-repais tt-in himſelf, 

Ah Chriſtian ls not-one- kifs of his 
mouth;: oneglimpſe-of his countenance 
one ſeal'of his fpitit, a more feet an 
fubſtantial comforc than the ſweeteſt Re- 
lation-in this-world canafford you ! If the 

_ ftreamvfail;repair! rothe Fotmitain;: there's 
_. enough: ſti]],*Gdd'is-where he was, :and-' 
What he was, though the creature benot.. | 


xr \ 
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' I9 Conſid. Though: you may want '4 
little comfort 1m your hfe , yet ſurely it 


may be recompenſed to you by a more eaſe 


/ 


aeath.. : | | 

The removal of your friends before 
you,'may. turn to your great advantage, 
when your hour. is come that you muſt: 
follow. them. Oh how have many good 
{ouls been clog'd and enfnared in their 
dying hour, by: the : loves, icares , and 
fears they. have -had about; thote they) 
muſt leave behind them it. fiaful evil. 
world ! Sth a4 367; 

Your love to them might have proved 
a ſnare to you, and cauſed: you. to hang 
back as loath to-go hence; for: theſe: are 
the things that make men loath tq-dye; 
And thus 'it might have: been: with-you;; 
except God had removed them ,'before 
hand, or ſhould give you- 4n that 'day ſuch 
fights of Heaven, and taſts of DivineJove, 
2s ſhould maſter-- and--mortifie all ' your: 
earthly affections to . theſe: thingss : *. 

I knew a gracious: perſon, now- nt 
heaven, who for many weeks-in her laſt 
fickneſls complained , that the! found- it 
hard to part -with-a_ dear Relation, and 
that. there was: nothing - proved a. greater 
clog to her, -ſoul than,.this: { Tis mach 


- morecalierto think of going to our friends, | 


who | 


who are in heaven before us, than of par-- 
ting with them, and leaving . our delire-! 
able:and dear ones behind vs. 

And who : knows what cares and di-- 
ſtrating thoughts you. may then be. 
} .peſtred and diſtracted with upon their ac-. 
count ? What ſhall become of theſe when - 
I.am gone ! I am now to kave them God, 
| knows to what wants, miſeries, temP- - 
cations, .and affictions, in the midſt of a. 
| deceitful, defiling; dangerous world. 
| - - I know its our duty to leave our father-- 
leſs children., -and friendle(s Relations . 


gave.them to us-: And ſome: have been : 
enabled cheerfully to. do -ſo when they - 
oy parting jo em: Luther could: 
; a 07 thou ha 1ver . : _ 
T wife and children, =. Ir 
| wita - Lutthe= 

have little to leave thems -1;, $hN 

\ | auouriſh,. teach, and keep | 
\ | them. ;. O thou Father of the: fatherleſs ,, 
aud Judge of Widdows. But .every Chri-- 


\. | ſo muchthe | 
| | egſterto you thanothers. . 
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with God ; to truſt them with him that : 


ſtian hath nota Luthers faith. . Some find. 

| | iran Bard thing te diſentangle: their, at-- 

 fections at ſach a time: butnow, if God! 

have ſent all yours before you, - you have 
[els to do. Death may: be- 
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ftate and place which admits no ſorrows 
nor fad reflefiions npow any ſuch acounts 
5 theſe. 


Yet alittle while and you ſhall not miſs 


them, you ſhall not need them, but you 
thall live as the Angels of God. We 


now live partly by faith, partly by ſenſe,. 
. partly- upon God, and - partly upon the: 
creature. Our ſtate is mixed, therefore 
our comforts are {o too :- bat when God- 
thall be all in all, and we ſhall be as the 
Angels of God in the way and manner of: 
eur living ; How much will the -caſfe be 
altered with us then, from what it is' 


now | 


when fin isexcluded. © - 


Or glorified Relations ſhall live wich 
us for ever; they ſhalt complainnotnore; 
eye no- more; yea; this is: the happineſs 
Of that ſtate to which you are paſlmg: on,” 


'- that your ſouls being in the neareſt con- 
© "+ . - qunction 


—” —— 


- 20, Conlid. But if zothing that hath* 
been yet ſaid will flick with you 5 then, 
Laftly remember, that you are near that: 


Angels neither marry-nor are given in" 
marriage neither ſhallthe children-of the 
Reſurre&tion 3 when the days of our ſin- 
ning are ended, the days of our mourning: 
| ſhallbe ſo cro0. No graves were opened: 
til} fin entered, and no-more ſhall beopen'd: 


under the loſs of dear Relations. Tr9' 
jun&ioh-With God the fountainof Joy,you 
ſhalb/have--no concernment'out of! - him.” 
- You ſhall not be pur upon theſe exerciſes. 
of patience 3 nor ſubjected ro ſuch forrows 
| as now you feel any more. It 1s but a 
| little while and che end of all theſe chings 


will:come:- : Olr therefore: bear up. as per- 
| _— that EXPect ſack a.day ot : Jubilee at: 


. And thus. I hamy finiſhed the. focond 
general Head of this Difcourſe, which: is: 
a difſwaliye from: the fire of immoderfſte 
ſorrow. 2:{: {> © £ ; 
| +/21:1now ai to the third thing 
propoſed, riamely:to remove the Pleas and. 
excules for this ummoderate grief. It's na-- 
tural to men, yea to: 'gpod mento juſtifie : 
their ;exceſles, .or ao keaſt:extenuate them, : 
by pledding for-tcheir paſſions; i2s/ if :they | 

wanted notcauſe andrettow.enonghto ex-" 
er them; If theſe be fullyan{wered; and” -: 
the ſoul once convinced, and lefb-without- 
Apology for its ſin, it is then in a fair way 
for its NEED laſt ing deſi gned 
F-pre nek is: to ſh- 
RE ons Objections, =P aniſorey'thoſe © 
| Revfonswhichareicominoaly pleaded 'in- 
| this aſe} toquſtitie:our exceſtiveigrief for 


Re EE CCI OT 


ſb eaonms And chaugh- I thalb _ 


WE 


140. The Plea's of Mourners. 
itin that line of Relation t0 which: the; 


Text directs; yet its equally MC ATTot ans oy 
all others. 


: Plea. 


| You _eY me by many: great conſide- 
rations to .meekneſs and! quiet ſabmiffion | 
under this heavy ſtroke of God : but you | 
little know what-ſtings my ſoul feels now | 
_:. 
. . Thischild: was:a child:of many pray-. 
ers, it was a Samuel beg'd of the Lord, 
and I concluded when > had it, 'tharir | 
brought with it the returns -and anſwers 
of many. prayers. . But now I ſee it was | 
nothing leſs : God had :no . regard | to 
my. prayeraboutit.z nos was4t given'me 
in that; ſpecial: wayqof- mercy asTimagie* 
nediit tobe.>: My childi:is notionly: | dead; - 
but my: prayers inthe fame: day ſhut our - 
and ON. 2.907 


2 Sn | 8 of allpfobi - 107 
511163 1 ot C ir (11 x 
'That:you preed For your Children be- 
fore you had them was your duty ; J 
you prayed -not. for them ſubmiſſively, ! 
referring it'to the pleaſure;aþf : God ro 


pive or deny them->to contipue or re _ 
- them ©: 


n . 


Conſidered and Satisfied 127 
them, 'as ſhould ſeem good to him 3: that 
was your fin; you onght not to limit the? 
holy one of Iſrael, nor preſcribe to' him,. 
or capitulate with him , for what term- 
you ſhall enjoy your outward comforts. 
If you did fo, it was your evil, and God ' 
hath juſtly rebuked-it by this ſtroke-if you 
did pray conditionally, and ſubmiſſively, 
referring both the mercy asked, and con- 
tinuanceof it to the willof God as your 
ought to do ; then there is nothing in the 
death of your-child, that croffes:the tfue- 
ſeope andiintent'of: your prayer.” © ©.» 


2, Anſwer, 


Your prayers may be anſwered,though 
the thing prayed for: be withheld; yea, 
or: though it ſhould.be-given- for a" little! 
whileand ſnacht away, from you- again” 
There are four ways of- Gods anſwering - 
prayers : by giving the thing prayed for 
preſently, Daz. '9.' 23: or by ſuſpending 
theanſwerfor a time, and:giving itafter- 
wares goLake 187. or by: with holding 
thatimercy whichyou ask,-from:you; and: * 
gwinyyoua-much berter mercy -ir-rhe 


room of it, Dext. 3. 24. compdred with 7 | 
De1t.344;5.or laſtly,by giving you patience ! 
tobeaythe loſs or want of ity 2: UTR gu | 
Et 6 v low ul 


was »< 46 S 
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: Now if the Lord have e rake away. your 


will, you need not {ay he hath ſhut Out 
your cry. . 
% wy 2, Plea, 


| "Hot: L have lot a lovely obliging "wt 
moft endearing child, one that was beau- 
tiful and fweer ; it is a ſtony hearr-that 
 wobld not diflolve 1 my tears for the loſs. 
of one ſo defirebe;.:10 :GNS2g1Ng. 85 this: 
was. Ah Its no common loſs! . 


I; Anſwer 


” Rehtion was. the-mbrs- excelient; will 
| Yale patience. and contentment wich ithe: 
* Hh in its. dearh--be 3 the: more. 
lovelineſs, the more felt-denial.;. and+the; 


ly oe alin: Kan If was 


patience and 


contenttnent; as-opch more\. 
| bezuriful chaythe \weeteft wag {&;- de>; 


childor friend; and in; liew thereof given: 1 
you a meek quiet mire heart to-his'. 


The x more: lovelyand- engaging your: 


more {elf-denial; the more grace. :-Had: 
it been thouſand- ao ns ok 


Seek far Go fire qbedken 
CE of Codelp ndee dope 
' tural affe@tions3 and mat. you , Upon 2 


205074 able : 


Confraered and ſatisfied.” 123" 
ſirable enjoyment on; earth, it may turn: 
to you for a teſtimony of the truth and 
ſtrength of gracez that you can, like 
Abraham, part with a child whom you 
ſo dearly love, in obedience to the wHll 
of. your God whom you love infinite- 
ly more. THAT SEE 


2. Anſwer. 


The lovelineſ(s and beauty: of our chil- / 
dren and Relations, though it muſt be ac- 
knowledged a good giftfrom the hand\of* 


© God; yet itis but a commom. gift,” and: 


oftentimes becomes a ſnare, and. 1s in / 
its own nature but a tranſitory vaniſhing 
thing , and thereforeno ſnch great aggra- 
vation of the loſs as is pretended. | 

I fay ir's but a common gifts E148, 
Adonijah, and Abſolom, had -as lovely @ 
preſence asany in their generation. ':Y ea, ' 
irs not only common to:the wicked, with 
the godly, but to bruic animals: as well as 
men, and ro-moſtithat exce} init, it bes! 
comes 4; temptationy the": ſouls of fone? 
had: been. more- beautiful and lovely; if" 
their bodies had been. leſs fo. Beſides; 
its but a flower which flouriſhes in its 
month,. and then fades. This therefore” 
ſhould nor be reflected on as fo great a + 


en 


24 The Plea's of Mourners 
circumſtance to aggravate your trouble, 


3. Anſwer:. 


Bat if your Relation ſleep in Jeſus, he 
wall appear ten thouſand times more lovely 
in the morning of the Reſurrection than 
ever he was in this world. What is the 
exacteſt pureſt beauty of mortals, to the 
incomparable beauty of the Saints in the 
Reſurrection :- Then ſhall the righteous ſhine 
forth as the Sun, in-the K 1ngdom of thei 
Father, Mat. 13. 43. In this hope 'you 
part with them, therefore a& ſutably:to 
your hopes. . 


2. Pla. 


Qtbht my child was nipt off by death in 
the very bud,-I did but ſee, and love, and 
part : had I enjoyed it longer,and had time. 
to ſuckiout the ſweetneſs of ſuch an-en- - 
joyment, I could have born it eaſter, but 
its months: or years with'me;were ſo few, 
that they only ſerved to raiſe an expectati-- 
oh, which was quickly, and therefore'the- 
more ſadly diſappointed. ' 2 


=; Fox) Anſwer, : 


Conſidered and ſatisfied, " 125: 7 


I. Anſwer. 


_ © Did your friend-dye young, or was the 

- bond of any other - Relation diflolved al-- 
moſt as ſoon /as made ? let not this ſeem 

{0.intollerable-a load to you 3: for if you 
have ground to hope they died in Chriſt, 
then they lived long enough ;7e Mc. Bax-' 
ia this-workd:It's truly faid, ter's Epiſtle to) 
he hath;fayled long enough, - the life of Mr.., 
that-hathwon the Harbour, 79 Janemor * 
and he: hath fought long enough that hath: 
obtained the victory 3. he hath run "on e-. 
nough, :that hath toucht the Gole 3 and he; 
hath lived long:enough on-earth,-that hath; 
Yolr: beavenz be tis days here never.{@.' 

GW, ©» :: + fe | 47 


2, Anſwer, 


The ſooner your. Relation dyed, the - 
leſs ſin hath been commirted, and the leſs 
forrow felt..:- What can' you. fee in this 
world but-ſin or ſorrow ?- A quick paſlage. 
though ir to glory, isa ſpecial priviledge.. 
Snrely the-, world is:not,:ſo;-defirable a; 
place that Chriſtians-, ſhould. deſire an; 
_ hoprs time longer in /it for them{eves; or;. 

theirs than ſerves to fit them for. a better. 

WAY 1 | 3. Anſwer * 


| 


i 
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3. Anſwer, 


- And whereas yon imagine the parting = 
would have been eater, ':if the;enjoyment- 


had- been longer, it isafond andgrounds! | 


lefs ſaſpicion. The: longer you had' ent '|- 
Joyed: them, the ſtronger would the en- | 
dearments have been: A youngand ten- + 
der plant may be eafily drawn up/by a {in-: 
gle hand, but whenitbath ſpread'andfix-! 
Edits roots many years in theiearthyic will 
requite'many a ſtrong blow and hard: rug: | 
toroot it-up. AﬀeRions hke thoſe under-' 
ound -roots are' fixed and: firengrhned: | 
Prnothi g. more thaniconſuctude-,''! and! | 
long poſſefion , it's-much enfietparting * 
now,thanit would be hereafter, whatever: : 
_ you opine. However, this ſhould fatis- 
fie you, that Gods time is the beſt time. +. ! 


* * - *, # 
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O but'Þ have loſt alt in/ohe; it is my 
only one, I have none left mits room-to 
repair the breach, and makeup-the:loſs'; 
if God had given me other'childrer to. | 
take comfort in, the loſs had-not- been{o - 
great, but to loſe all at one ſtroke; ' is'in+ }. 
{tpportable. 16919, Sr Urol 

OS 7 + Anſw, 4+ 


-| | Relations by ſo | 
1] them is. They arenot loſt 


alls returned. Anda while after he adds, 


' \ bo Pal | * 5 h 
| c-T2LTA Talk Drois prAor raw TH win 72s): 


Conſidered aud Satisfied: PE, 127. * 


1, Anſwer. . 


- Religion allows not to Chriſtians a. li- 
berty of expreſſingthe death of their dear. , 
ard a word as the.lols, of. 


- 


but ſent before you. Andic 77 amittunturs 

is a ſhameful thing for aChri {7 209 
ſtian to be reproved for ſuch ——_ 

-an uncomely expelling by an Heathen. It.- 
is- enough to make us bluſh to read-what -' 
an Heathen ſaid in this caſe. ever ſay-thow, 


| haſt loft anything (faith Pictetus) but;that it 


15 returmedds thy Son dead? |. hiri, 
he 1 only reſtored. thy whe- cjap.. is, » + 
ritance taken (rom-pbee? It.4s {IF 


& 
} 
r 

3 


- 


Let every thing be as the Gods will have: 
_ | | 


2. Anſwer. 


It is no fit expreſſion to ſay you have 
loſt all in'one, except that one'be Chriſt, - 


_ | andhe being- once: yours , can never- be 


loſt. Doubtleſs your meanng is; you have- 


whac 


| | loſt all your comfort of that kind'z And 


. 128; - The Plea's of Mourners. 
what though you have ? are there not mul- 


titudes of comforts yet: remaining of a 


higher kind,and more precious and durable 


nature ? if you have no more of that ſort 
yet fo.long as you have better, what cauſe 


have you to rejoyce ! 


3. Anſwer, 


You too. much imitate- the way of the | 
world/in this complaint 3 they know not 
how to repair the loſs of one comfort, but” 


by another of the lame natare,which muſt 


beput in it's room*to fill up the vacancy : 
But have you-no other way to ſupply your * 
loſs ; have younot a God:to'fill the place- 
of any creature'that leayes* you ?-Sarely* 
this would better become a man- whoſe- 
portion is itt this: life, than one that profet-. 


ſes God is his all inall.. © > 
'F, Plea, 
'O but my only .one is not only taken 


away , but there remains no expectation 
or probability of any more : I muſt now 


look upon. my {elf as a- dry tree, never to- 
take comfortin children any: more;. which. - | 


1s acutting thought, - + - 


1; Anſwer- 


"© 5 YWw 8Vse# $j 


\ | ſuchan. exchange. ' You will find charin 


Conſidered and Satisfied, 12 9 | 


I Apnlwer 


_ .. Suppoſe. what you ſay, that you have 

. no.hope_ nor expectation of ayother child 

remaining to you; yet'it-you have a hope 

| of better things than children'z you have 

| no reaſon to be caſt down : bleſs God for 
higher and better hopes than theſe, in 
Th. .59. 4, 5. theLord comforts them 
that had no expectations of ſons or daugh- 
ters; with,this, That he will give unto them - 
in his houſe, and within: his walls a place, 
«nd a name better than-of Sous or Daughters; * 
ever an everlaſting name, that (hall ot be 

. cut off. There are better mercies,and high- 

"er hopes than theſe; though your hopes of + 
children, or from' children fhould: beta 
off; yet if your eternal hopes be ſecure,and 
{uch as ſhall not make you aſhamed, you 
ſhould not be ſo calt down. 


2. Anſwer. 


( If God will not have. your comfort: to 
1lye any... more in children, than reſolve 
toplace them in himſelf, -and you ſhall 
never find -cauſe to complain- of loſs by 


L 
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God which is not to be had in the creature: 


. one hours communion with him ſhall give 
- you that which the happieſt Parent never 
' yerhad from his children, -you will” ex- 
- change braſs for-gold,perithing vanity, for 
| folid and abiding excellency. 5971 


6, Plea. 


But the ſaddenneſs of the ſtroke is ama- | 


_ zing, God gave little or no warning to? 
__preparefor this Trial : Death execured' 
 * 1tscommiſſion as ſoon as it opened it. My 

dear Husband, Wife, or Child, was ſnatcht 
unexpectedly out of my arms by a {urpri- 


- ſing ſtroke ; and this makes my ſtroke} 


: heavier than my complaint. 


1. Anſwer, 


That the death of your Relation was |-' 


- ſo ſuddain and ſurprizing, was much your 
own fault > who ought to have lived in 
the dayly ſenſe of his vanity, and ex- 


. 


-pectation of your ſeparation from itt [Pf 


you knew it to be a dying comfort inis 
' beſt eſtate ; and it is no ſuch wonderful! 
"thing to ſee that dead , which we knew 


- before to be dying : Beſides, you heard |-- 


_ the]. 


| 


the changes ringing round about you in 0- 
ther families; you frequently ſaw other 
Parents, Husbands, and Wives carrying 
forth their dead;-And what were all thefe 
_but warnings g£1ven you to prepare for the 
like tryals?- 53 
-. Surely then it was your own ſecurity and 
regardleſneſs that made this affliction. 10 
ſurprizing to-you,and whois to be blamed 
for that, you know. | 


2, 4 ulwer. 


There is much difference betwixt the 
{adden death of infants,and that of grown 
perſons: The latter may have much'workto 
.do, many finsactually-to repent of,and ma- 
ny evidences of their intereſt in'Chrift to 
- examine: and: clear-in-order to their more 


|__ conffortable death : and. ſo-ſuddain death 


may be depricated by them. _ - 
But the caſe of Infants who-exerciſenot 


| : their reaſon, is far diflerent,, they 'haye no _. 


ach work-to-doi;; but are-purely-paſlive '5 
all that 8idone in-prdet; to tlieir-{lalvation, 
14S done by: Gotl .ammediately Upon them, 
doit comesall to one; 'whether their death 
be more quick ormareſloiv. 


3. Anſwer 


Confidered and Satisfied, x30 Þ} 
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3. Anſwer. | 

Yoo complain of the-ſuddenneſs of rhe 
Fftroke, but another will be ready to fay, 
had my friend died in that manner, my at- 


fli&tion had been nothing ro what now it 
15; 1 have ſeen many deaths contrived in- F 
to one - Ifaw the gradual approaches of it } 


upon my dear Relations who felt every 


tread of death as it came on toward him, : 
who often cried with Job. Chap, 3, 2c 


Wherefore 1s light given to him that 1s 
m mauſery, and life to the bitter t-Joul ? 
which .long for death but 1t cometh not, wnd 
dig for 1t more than for hidden treaſures:which 
rejoice exceedingly, and are glad when they 
can find the grave. ou 407 

_ That which you reckon-the- ſting- of 


your affliction, others would have recko- 


ned a favour and priviledge. How many 


. tender Parents, and other Relations who 


loved their friends as dearly: as your ſelves 
'have been forced to their -knees'upon 'no 
other errand'but this; to: beg the 'Lord to 
haſten the ſeparation, and put-an end to 
that ſorrow, which to them: was: much 
greater then the ſorrow: for the dead. © 


7, Plea, | : 


atm, © A amy MS os = te. a. 


ehs 


7. "Plea. 


F You preſs me to moderation of ſor- 

- rows, and I know I ought to ſhew' ict; but 
' don't: know how the caſe ſtands with me, 
there's a ſting in- this affiiftion, thatnone 
feels-but my ſelf ;and-oh how. intolerable 
15 itnow. I neglected proper means in ſea- ' 
ſon to preſerve life, or | miſcarried in the © 


uſe of means.- I now ſee ſuch a negle& or 
ſuch a miſtake-about the - means, as I can- 
not bur judge greatly to contribute to that: 


fad loſs which I now ( too late: ) lament.” 


. .O my negligence, O my raſhneſs and in- 


 conſiderateneſs ! How doth my conſcience 
now ſmite me for my folly ! and by this TA | 
 gravate my burden beyond whats uſually 


felt by others. Had I ſeaſonably applyed 
my-ſelf- to the uſe of proper means, -and 
kept ſtrictly to ſuch courſes and counſels 
as /thoſe that are able and $kilful might 
have preſcibed.I might now havehad a liv- 


ing Husband,Witfe,or Child :whereas Iam 
. now. not on! X 

think-I have bereaved my ſelf of them. 
| Surely there is no ſorrow like unto my 
- forrow. : SIT 01621998, | 


y - bereaved, but am-apt, to 


ky 


e 
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The Plea's:of Mourners 
1; Anfwey. 


Though itbe an evil to neglect and flight 
the means ordained by God for recovery of 


health, yet it's no leſs evil to aſcribe too 


much to them, or rely too much on them. 
The beſt means.in the world are weak and 
ineffectual without Gods aſſiſtance and 


concurrence, and they never have that his: 


aſiſtance or concurrence, 'when' his time 


is corne; and that it was fully come inyour' | 
| friends caſe, is manifeſted now by 'the'e- 


veat. So that if-your friend had had che 
the moſt excellent helps the world affords, | 
they would have- availed nothing. This : 

conſideration takes place only in your caſe, 
who,ſee what the will of God is by the If- 


ſue; and may not be pleaded by any whilſt Þ' 
it remains dubious:and uncertain, as it ge- Þþ 
- nerally doth in time of ficknels. | 


+: 2. Anſwer. 


- Do you not. unjuſtly charge and fault 
yourſelves for that which is notrealiy your 
fault or neglect? how far are you chargea-. 
ble in this caſe will beſt appear by compa- 
ring the circumſtances you are now in,with |. 
thaſe-you were in when your Relation Was 


2 Se - 
- W 


Conſidered und Satisfied T 
only arreſted by ſickneſs; and it was du- 
bious to you what was your duty and beft 


courle to take. | 
Poſſibly you -had obſerved ſo many to 


periſh in Phy/zt:ans hands, and ſo many to © 


recover without them, that you judged it 


means, then to be hazzarded by them. 

Or if divers methods and courſes were 
preſcribed and perſwaded to, and you now 
ſee your error in preferring that which 
was moſt improper, and neglecting what 
was more ſafe and probable ; yer as long 
as it did not fo appear to your underſtan- 


light you had to guide you at that time, 


-it were molt unjuſt to charge the fanlt up- 
on your ſelves, for chooſing that courſe - 


that then ſeemed beſt to you, whether it 
were fo in it ſelf or nor. ESR, 
To be angry with your ſelves for doing 


judgment, becauſe you now fee it by the 
light of cheevent far -otherwile chan-you 
did before,it is to be troubled that you are 
but men, or that you are not as God, who 
only can; foreſee iflues, and events 3 and 


| that you acted as all rational creatures are 


bound to do, according to the beſt light 


G 2 | they 


135. 


ſafer for your friend to be without thoſe” 


ding at that time but you followed the beſt - 


or omitting what was then done, or omit- 
ted according to your beſt diſcretion. -and 
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they have, at the time and ſeaſon of action. 
"R Anſwer. 


To conclude,times of great affliction are 
ordinarily times of great temptation, -and 
it's uſual with Satan then to charge us 
with more fins then we are really guil- 
ty of, and alſo makes thoſe things ſeem to 
be fins, which upon impartial examination 
w1llnot be found to be fo. 

Indeed, had your negle& or miſc arri- 
- age been knowing or voluntary,or had vou 
really preferr'da little mony ( being able 
0 give it)before the life of your Relation, 
and did deliberately chuſe to hazard this, 
rather then part with that , nodoubt then 
but there had been much evil of fin mix- 
ed with your affliction : and your Conſci- 
ence may juſtly (mite y ou for it, as your 
{in. But in the other caſe which is more 
common, and I preſume yours ; it's a falſe 
charge, and you ought not to abet the de- 
 fign of Sataninit 

'Judgeby the ſorrow you now ' feel for 
your friend, inwhat degree he was dear 
_ to you, and what you could \now willingly 

vive to, ranſom his life, if it could be done 
_ with mony.Judg I fay by this how ground- | 
lels the charge is that Satan now draws | - 

— up 
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up againſt you 3, and you are .but too tea- - 
dy to yeild to the truth of ir. 


8 £m 


LN 
ix, 


ts” 
| pon - y 
/ , &. 


| But my troubles are upon a higher ſcore 
and account. My child or friend is paſſed 
into eternity, and I know not how it is 
with his ſoul, Were I ſure my Relation. 
were with Chriſt, I ſhould -be quiet ; bur 
: my fears of the contrary are overwhelm- ' 
: ing; O it's terrible to think of the damna- 
tion of one ſo dear to me. OTE 
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: | 1, Apſwer. 


Admit what the: obje&ion . fuppoſes, 
that you have real grounds to fear the e- 
, | ternal condition of your dear Rejarion,yet 
\ |. It's utterly unbeſeming you, even in ſuch a ' 
> | caſeas this, - to diſpute with, or repine 
: againſt the Lord. | LT 

 Idoconfeſs it's a; fore and heavy. trial 

and that there is no cauſe more. {ad and _ 
| ſinking to theSpirit of a gracious perſon. 
Their death is but a trifle to this ? but yer 
if you be ſuch as fear the Lord, methinks. 
hisdiſputable ſoveraignity over them, and: 
his diſtinguiſhing love and mercy to you, 
ſhould ar leaſt ſilence you in this matter. 
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138 \ The Plea's of Mourning. 
F:irf, His indiſputable ſoveraignity 0- 
ver them. Rom.9.22. Who art thou, O a7 
who atſputeſt with God > He ſpeaks in the 
matters of eternal election and reprobation. 
What if the Lord will not be gracious to 
thoſe that are ſo dear to us : Is there any 
wrong done to them or us thereby ? Aarons 
two Sons were cut off in the act of {1n by 
the Lords immediate hand,and yet he held 
his peace, Lewv7t.10.3. God told Abrahan: 
Plainly that the covenant ſhould not be 
eſtabliſhed with Imael, for whom he ſo 
earneſtly prayed, O let Iſhmael Irwe before 
" thee land he knew that there was no ſalva- 


tion out of the covenant, and yet he {its 


down filent under the word of the Lord. 
Secondly. Bur if- this do not quiet you, 


yet, methinks, his diſtinguiſhing love and . 


mercy to you ſhould do it. O what do 
you owe to God, that root and branch 
had not been caſt together into the fire ! 
that the Lord hath given you good hope 


| through grace; that it ſhall be well with 


you for ever. Let this ſtop your mouth , 
and quiet your {pirit : though you ſhould 
have grounds for this fear. 


2. Anſwer. 


q 


Conſodered and Satisfied. T9; © 


2. Anſwer. 


' But pray examine the Grounds of your: 

fear, whether it may nor proceed from: 
the ſtrength of your affections to the eter-- 
nal welfare of your friend, or from the- 
* ſubtilty of Satan deſigning hereby ro over-- 
whelm and ſwallow you up in fupport, as: 
well as from juſt grounds and cauſes > In: 
ewo caſes,it's very probable your fear may- 
proceed only from your own aftection or- 
Satans temptation. Py 

Erf, If your Relation dyed young, before 

it did any thing to deſtroy. your hopes. Or 
Secondly, If grown and in ſome good. 
degree hopeful ; only hedidnot in life , or _ 
at death manifeſt and give evidence of 
grace, with that clearnels as you deſired. _ 
 Astothecale of infants in general, it's- 
none of our concern to judge their conditi-- 
on, and as for thoſe that ſprang from Co- * 
venanted parents, it becomes us to exerciſe - 
Charity - towards them : The Scripture”. 
ſpeaks very favourably. of them,” | 
And as for the more adult, who have « 
eſcaped the pollutions of the world , and+ 
made conſcience of ſin:-and duty, albert 3 
they never manifeſted what you could de- 
fire they had; yet in them as in young 4- : 
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 A-bijahmay be found ſome good thing towards 
the Lord,which you never took notice of. 
Reverence of your authority, baſkfulneſs 
and ſhametac'dnel(s reſervedneſs of diſpoſi- 


tion,and many other things may hide thoſe |; 
{mall and weak beginnings of grace that -F- 
-are.in:children, from the obſervations of F- 


the Parents. God might fee that in chem 


that you never {aw ; he deſpiſeth not the 


day of (mall things: 

However it be, it's now out of your 
watch, your concernment rather 1s toim- 
prove the afiiiction to your own good, 
than judge and determine their conditton, 
which belongs not to you, but God. 


9. Plea 


O but I have ſinned in this Relation,and 
now God hath puniſht my fin in diſflolving 


-1t. O faith one, my heart was fet roo much - 


"-upon it, 1 even Idoliz'd it, that was my 

fin, and faith another, I wanted due affecti- 

-ons, and did not-love my Relation, at leaſt 

not {o ſpiritually as I 'ought, that was my 
fin. Now. God is viſiting me for all the 

.neglects and defects that have been in me 
towards my Relation. 


1. Anſwer 
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Conſidered and Satisfied. I4I 


I. Anſwer 


There is no man fo througly ſanctified, 
as not tofail and come ſhort in many.things 
*Þ: pertaining to his Relative duties. And. to- 
'} Apeak as the thing is, the corruptions.of the 
'} -holteſt perſons are as much diſcovered.in 
this, as in any. other thing whatſoever; 
and it's a very common thing for conſci- 
ence, not only to charge the(e failures up- * 
on us but to aggravate them to the utmoſt- . 
when God hatn made the .ſeperation. So 
 -that this is no more then what is uſual and 
| very common with perſons in your caſe. 


'Y 2. Anſwer. 


= 


TT ad ads Mt... 6. _—_— 
: K 


Admit that which the objection. ſuppo- * 
ſes, that God had affiicted.you for your: 
ſin, and removed that comfort from you... 
which you Idoliz'd and too ,much doted 
on ? yer there is noreaſon you thould.be fo - 
caſt down under your affliction. for alt - 
this may be,.and probably -is "he Pe 
of his love to,and care of your Soul, Kew. 
| 23. 19.” He tells the afflicted for.their eom- 
fort, Whom I love, I rebuke: aud chaſten... 
How much. better is it to havean Idolizd 
efijoy ment taken from you in mercy, me. 
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God ſhould ſay concerning you as he did - 


of Ephrahim, Hof. 4. 17. He his joyned 
to Idols, let him alone. 
Oits better for you that your Father 


* now reckons with you for your follies 


with-theRod in his hand;than to ſay: as he 
doch 'of ſome, let them go on, I will nor 
hinder them in, or rebuke them for their 
finful courſes ; but will reckon with them 
for all rogether in Hell at laſt. 


3. Anſwer. 


* And as to what you now charge upon 
your felf,, that the negle&t of duty 4id 


{pring from the want of love to your Re- 


lation. Your ſorrow at parting may e- 
vidence that yourRelation was rooted deep 


© In your affection: but if your love was 


Hor-ſo ſpiritual and pure, to love and enjoy 


{them in God; that was undoubtedly your 


fin;and is the ſ{in-of moſt Chriſtians; for 
which,both you, and all others ought co be 


00 IT Piet.” 


' God hath bleſſed me with' an Efate , 


2nd outward comforts in the world;which 


I reckoned to. have left ro my poſterity: 


arid now T have none to leaye it vuY nor .. 
If) | | _. © have |- 


bowels youmay refreſh with what he harh .- ? 


them will:doubtleſs turn 'to-a move com-- 1 
fortdble acconat; than: if: you had left a-: 


Confrdered and Satisfied, = 143* 4 
have I any comfort to:think of it ; the pur-" 7 
poſes of my heartare-broken oft, and the - ' 1 
comfort of -all my other enjoyments bla- - ? 
ſted by this ſtroke, .in one hour. Howare - 3 
the pains.and cares of many:-years periſhed. . - 


+; :\Anbren;.:- (>: = 


How many-are there in the world, yea } 
of our own acquaintance, whom God hath-. - 
either ;denyed ordeprived both of thecom- - : 
forts of Children and of Eſtates too.2 "If - 
he have left you thoſe -outward comforts, . ' 
you ought to. acknowledge his goodnels-. : 
therein, and not to flight theſe becauſe.he-- 
bath-deprived you of the.other. 2 


WL Anſwer... 


Though your children be gone;yet Gog-/ I 
hath many.children-lefr inthe world, whoſe 


beſtowed: upon you 3 and your charity t0-+ } 


large eſtate to your own poſterity. . : 

Shrely we.are not {ſent into this. world to : 
heapup our great Eſtates for our children 3; '! 
and if you have been. too eager in chis de- - | 
{1gn, you may now read Gods juſt rebuis I 
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144 The Plea's of Mourners, 
* of your folly. Bleſs God you have yet an 
Opportunity to ſerveGod.:eminently by 
your Charity-: and if God deny you other 
'Executors,let your own hands be:your Ex- 
ecutors. to diſtribute to the neceſſity of 
the Saints ; that the bleſſings of them that 
thatare ready toperiſh may come upon you. 


Ir. Plea. 


- 


O- but the Remembrance of its witty 
words and pretty actions is wounding. 


I. Anſwer. 


'. 'Let it rather lift up your heart to God 
_ In praiſe,that gave you lo deſirable a child, 
- . than fill your heart with:.diſcontent at his 
| hand in removing it. How many Parents 
* are there in the-world whoſe children God 
- -hath deprtved of reaſon and underſtanding 
| fo that they only differ from the beaſts in 
| external ſhape and figure? And how many 
; fhew. berimes ſo perverſe a'temper;: that 


| | kctle comfort cari be expected from them? 
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. 2 Anſwer. 
.- Theſe are but ſmall circumſtances and 

trivial things in themſelves ; -ut by theſe 
little things, Satan manages a great deſign 
againſt your ſouls to deject or- exafperate 
it -- and ftrely this is not your bufmeſsart 
this time 3; you have greater things than 
the words and actions of children to mind; 
to ſearch out Gods end in the affliction: 
ro mortifie the corruption it is4ent to re-. 
 buke; to quiet your heart in the will of 


e F 


God © Thus is your work. 
12. Ples. 


Laſtly, It is objected, O but God hides 
his face from mein my affliction, it is dark 
within as well as without, and this makes 
my caſe moſt deplorable, greatly afflicted, 

and:fadly diſerted, + SFE gs” 


pp Anſwer. 


 'Thovigh' you want 'at- preſent ſenſible . 
comfort, yet you have reaſon ro be thank- *_ 
- ful- for. gracious ſupports: Though the 
light 'of Gods countenance ſhine not'upon ' | 
you; yet youHnd'the everlaſting arms are * 
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are withdrawn from you. 


2. Anſwer, 


underneath you; the care of God worketh 
- for you, when the*confolations of God. 


| 
, * 


_TohaveGodhidehis face in thetime of | 
trouble is no new, or unuſual thing, God's- ' 


- deareſt Saints; yea his own.Son hath ex- 
perienced-.it 3 who inthe deeps of inward 


and outward trouble, when wave called 


unto wave, felt not thoſe ſweet fenſible in- 
-Avencesof comfort from God. which had 
alwaies fill'd bis ſoul formerly. If Chr: 
cry in extremity, My God, wy God, why 
haſt thou forſaken;ae ? "Then ſure we need 
.not wonder, as if ſome ſtrange thing had 
-kappened tous. 1H ”_ 


3. Anſwer, 
May not your unſubmiffive carriage 
under the Rod provokeGod to hide his face 
from you? Pray confider it well, nothing is 
more -probable than this, to be the cauſe 
of Gods withdrawment from you, Could 
youin meeknels and quietneſs receive that 
-Cup- your Father hachgiven. you to drink ? 
accept the puniſhment of your miquities'; 


| — ſay goodis the wardof the Lord,4t Tons 


 Confredered and ſatisfied. . 24F 5 
Lord, lerhim do what he will You would - * 
{oon find the caſe altered with you-3 but : 
the comforting ſpirit finds: no delight of - 
reſt in a turbulent and tumultuous breaſt, 

And thus I have ſatisfied the moſt con» 
fiderable Pleas urgedin juſtification of our 
Excefles, : | 

4. ] come now to the laſt thing-propo- : : 
fed, namely, the means of curing and pre- 
venting theſe {inful excefles of ſorrow for -- 
the death of our dear Relations. TE 

And although: much hath been ſaidial . 
ready todifwade from this evil,and Thave 


enlarged already much beyond my firſt in+ ' * 


tention 3 yet I ſhall caſt -in ſome farther 
help and affiſtance towards the healing of 
this diſtemper, by preſcribing the follow- ' 
ing Rules. vc 4h 

| | x- Rule. 


Ff you would not mourn exceſſively for the ©? 
loſs of - creature-comforts, then beware that yow * 
fot not your delight and love exceſſively or 18+  : 
ordinately upon them whilſt you enjoy thean:: 

Strong Aﬀettrons make ftrong Aﬀireons, | 
the higher the Tide, the lower the Ebb. - 
According to the meaſure of our delight 
in the enjoyment ,; 1s our grief in the lo 
_of theſe things. The Apoſtle knitstheſe - 
 twograces, Temperance and Patience to- 
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gether inthe Precept. 2 Pet. 1. 16. And 
it's very obſervable how Intemperance and 
Impatience are inſeperably linked -in .ex- 
perience, ' yea, the experience of the beſt 
men. You read Gen. 37. 3. How Iſrael 
loved Joſeph more than all his Ghilaren, be- 


. cauſe he was the Sor: of his old ages, and made 


hugs a coat of many colours. - | 
'This was the darling, Zacobs heart was 
exceedingly ſet upon him, his very life was 
bound up. in the life of the Lad. Now 
when the ſuppoſed death. of his child was 
brought-to him, How did he carry it ? 
See ver. 34. 35:4nd. Jacob rent-his.cloaths 
and put ſackcloth upon his logns 5 - and mour- 
ned for his S9n many dayes : And all his ſons 
and all his daughters roſe up to comfort him, 
but he refuſed to be comforted ? and be ſaid, for 
I will go down 1nto:the grave to my ſor m04r- 
m1. Thus his Father wept for him. 
Herezas in a glaſs, are the effects of exce(- 
five love to a child repreſented. Here you 


/ 


may {ee what work immoderate love will 


make, Even ina ſanctified heart. 


"Or therefore let your moderation be 
| .Known to all men, in your delights and 
” corrows: about earthly things ; for ordi- 


narily the proportion of the one 1s anſwe- 


- rable tothe other: - 
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'2. Rule. 


. ff you would not be overwhelmed with © 
| grief for the loſs of your Relations, be exa# _ 
 * and careful in arscharging your duties to them © 2: 
while you hawe them. | . 
The teſtimony of your Conſcience that. 
you have laboured in all things to difcharge 
the duties you owed to your Relations , 
Whiitt they were with you, will prove an 
excellent allay to-your ſorrrows for then 
when they are no longer yours. Tis not 
{0 much the {ingle aftlition as the Guilt 
charged upon us 1n times of aftliction, that 
makesour loadjfo heavy. 156 ER bo 
-Owhata terrible thing is it to look upon 
-our dead friend, whilſt Conſcience 1s aC- 
.cuſing and upbraiding us for our duties ne- 
glected, and ſuch or ſuch fins committed? 
-O you little think how dreadful a ſpecta- 
Cle this! will make the dead-body of thy 
friend to thee. 7 PR. 
Conſcience if not quite ſtupid, or dead, 
| will ſpeak at ſuch a time. O therefore, as'. | 
{ ever you would provide for a comfortable -— 
parting at-death, or -meet again at- Judg- 
-ment:; be exact,,punctual and circumſpect 
in all your Relative duties. I 
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> To FKRules to moderate ſorrow. 


3. Rule. 


_ If you would not be overwhelmed by trou- 
Ble for the loſs of de ar Relations, then turn to 
God under your trouble, and pour out your ſor- 
rows by prayer 1nto his boſons. | 

This will eaſe and allay your troubles : 


* BlefledbeGod for the ordinance of prayer; }. | 
How much are all the Saints beholden tro 


1t at all times, but eſpecially in heart ſink- 
mg and diſtreſsful times ! Ir's ſome relief; 
when 1n diſtreſs, we can pour out our 
trouble into the boſom of a Wite,or faith- 
ful friend; how much more when we 
leave our complaint before the gracious, 
wiſe and: faithful God ? I told you before. 
of that holy man, who having loſt his dear- 
and only Son, got to his cloſet ; there pou- 
red out his ſoul freely to the Lord, and 
when he came: down to his friends that 
were waiting-below to comfort him, and 
fearing how he would bear that ſtroke; he 
came from his duty with a chearful coun-- 
renance, telling them he would be conterit 
ro bury a Son ( if it were poſhble every 
| -day, provided he might enjoy ſuch-com- 

"fort as his ſoul. had found in” that private 
-. hour. | 307 E 7” 
Go thy way 


; Chriſtian, to thy God, get 
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_ thee to thy knees in: the cloudy and dark - 
day : retire from all creatures that :thou! 


may{t have thy full liberty with thy God,:- -- 


and there pour out thy heart before him, 
in free, full and broken-hearted confeſſi- 
ons of fin : Judge thy ſelf worthy of Hell 
as well as of this trouble: Juſtifie God in 


all his ſmarteſt ſtrozkes ; beg him in this  F 


diſtreſs to put under the everlaſting arms, 
intreat one ſmile, one gracious look to en- 
lighten thy darkneſs:and chear thy droo- F 
ping ſpirit. Say with the Prophet. Fer. KH 
17. 17, Bent then a terror to me, thuu art ÞF. 
my hope 1n the day of evil, And try what re- 
lief ſuch a courſe will afford thee. - Surely 
if thy heart be fincere in this courſe, thou 
{ſhalt beable to ſay with thatiholy man ,; 
Pfal.94.29. In the multitade of my thaughts 
which I had within me,thy comforts have de-- 
lighted my ſoul, | 


4. Rule. 


If you would bear the loſs of your dear Rec 
lations with moderation,gye God 13: the whole 
proceſs of the affiiion more, and jecundary. 
cauſes and circumſtances of the matter, lefs.: 
. I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; be- 
cauſe thou aiaſt it. Pal. 39. 9. Confider  ! 

the hand of the Lord in the whole matter : 1 
F * And that, wy  torſ, 4 


. 252 KRales to moderate ſorrow. 


. Firſt, As a Soveraign hand, which: 
hath right to diſpoſe of thee and all thy 
comforts without thy leave or conſent , 
Job, 33. 13. 
. Secondly, as a Fathers hand correcting 
thee in love and faithfulneſs, Prov. 3. 11. 
Whom the Lord loweth, he correfet h,as a Fa- 
ther the S9n 1n whom he delighteth. O if once 
you could but ſee affliction as a rod in a 
- Fathers .hand, proceeding from his love , 
© - and intended for your eternal good 3 How 
quiet would you then be! 
> * -And ſurelyif itdraw your heart nearer 
to God, and mortifie it more to this vain 
world , it is. a rod inthe hand of ſpecial 
love: If itend in your love to God, doubt 
not but it comes frgm Gods love to you. 

. Therdly, as a juſt and Righteous hand , 
Haſt not thou procured this to thy ſelf by 
thy own folly ? Yea, The Lord is juſt in all 

_ that is come upon thee : Whatever he hath 
done, yet he hath done thee no wrong. 

_ Fourthly, Laſtly, As a moderate and 
merciful hand that hath puniſhed thee leſs 

© than thine iniquities deſerve: he hath caſt 
thee into affliction,he mightjuſtly have caſt 
_ thee. into Hell. Ic's of the Lords mercy 
that-thoa art not conſumed. Why doth 
the living mancomplain ?. 


5. Rule | 
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5. Rule. 


If you would bear your aft1 ton with mode- 
ration, compare 1t with the affii&1on of 0- 
ther men, and that will greatly quiet your 
ſpir its. | | 
You have no cauſe to ſay God hath 
dealt bitterly with you, and that there is 
no ſorrow like your ſorrow : Look round 
about you,and impartially conſider the con- 
dition that othersare in: and they nothing 
inferior to you in any reſpe&t. You had 
' one dead child, A4aroz had two at a ſtrokes - 
7ob all at one ſtroke, and both theſe by an 
immediate ſtroke from the hand of God. 
Some Godly parents: have lived to ſee 
their Children dye in their {in by the hand 
of Juſtice : others have ſeen them live to 
the diſhonour of God, and . breaking of 
their own ſpirits : and would have eſtee- 
medit a mercy if they had dyed from the 
womb, and given up the ghoſt when they 
came out of the belly, as 7ob ſpeaks. _ 

In what miſery have ſore Parents ſeen 
their children lye 2 God holding them as 
ſo many terrible ſpectacles of miſery be- 
fore their eyes; ſo that they have begged 
the Lord with impor tunity, to let looſe - | 
his hands and cut them: off. Death being ©: 
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EF” 344 Rules to moderate Sorrow. 


in their eſteem, nothing to thoſe continual 
agonies in which they have ſeen them lye 
{weltering from day to day. Oh you lic- 
tle know what a bitter cup others have had 
Siven them to drink ! Surely if you com- 
pare, you muſt ſay, the Lord hath dealt {| 
gently and graciouſly with me. 


| 6. Rule. 


© Carefully ſhun and awvord whatſoever may 
renew your ſorrow, or provoke you to impati-. 
.EACE. | 
Increaſe-not your forrow by the fight. 
:of, or diſcourſes about ſad objects, and la- 
-bour to avoid them as occaſions preſented 
© © byche enemy of yonr Souls, to draw forth - 
- the corruptions of your heart. | 

_ © T told -you before, why 7acob would 
not have -the child of which Rachel dyed 
called after the name his wife had given, 
Bexont, the Son of my ſorrow, leſt it 

- ſhould-provea dayly occafionof renewing 

* his troublefor the loſs of his dear Wites » 
* +Þuthecalled his name Bezjamrm. -- *} 
- = Your impatience 1s like tinder,or Gun- |} 
Powder fo long as you can prevyent' the 
 4parks from falling on it; there is nogreat 
danger: Byt you that carry ſuch dangerous || 
Lprepared-matcer in your own hearts can- _ | 
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» bh Rules to moderate Sorrow. 
| notbe too careful to prevent them. Do 
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by murmuring as you do by '|blaſphemous 
thoughts, think quite another way, and . 
give no Occafion. 


.. 7. Rule. 
Ir the aay of your og - for the death 


of your friends, ſertonſly conſider your own 
death as approaching, and that you and your 
dead friend are diſtinguiſhed by a ſmall in: - 
terval and point of time, 

2 Sam. 1,722.47 fhall goto him. Surely, 
the thoughts of your own death - as ap. - 
proaching alſo, will greatly allay your ſor- 
rows for the, dead that are gone before 

Ou. | 
q We are apt to-fancy a long. life in the 
worid, and oh the loſs of thoſe comforts 
which we promiſed our ſelves {o much of 
the {ſweetneſs aud comfort of our lives 
from, ſeems an intollerable thing. 

But would you realize your own deaths 
more, you would not be ſo deeply concer- 
ned for their death as you are. Could you +2 
but look into your own graves more fſe- © 
riouſly, you would be able to look into © : 
your triends-grave more compoledly. - -  # 

And thus I have finiſhed what I deſigned # 


— from this Scripture. The Father of mer-"" 
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Perogative it is to.comfort them that 'are 


caſt down, write all his truths upon your }. .. 
hearts, that they may abide there, and re- 
duce your diſordered affections to that 
frame which beſt ſuits thewill of God,and 
"the profeſhon you make of ſubjection and 
E relignation thereunto. 


